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PREFACE. 



In presentin; tlie foUowing pegea to ib* Fnblio, th« writer 
has only one object in view, and that U ta plaM the 
Kitisb Public, and eapeciaUy that portion of it which 
takes an intereit in Bmigntioti In general, and South 
Australian Gmigratian in paiticnlar, as well as anch as 
aa.y entertain an intention of emigrating, in possession of 
a plain nnTsmisbed statement of &ets, as to the chancter 
and capabilities of a Colony whieh taaa never been &ir1y 
re^cemted in this country — a Ctdony which has been 
tlandeicd by enemies interested elsewhere on the one 
hand, and perhaps as much injoted by the well-meant but 
injudicious statemeDts of it« fiienda en the other — a 
Colony which has had to grapple with difficulties and 
anunalies of no <Htlinary kind— a Colony which, I feel > 
eonviaoedi most ere long ruik high among the Foreign 
possessions of this Tsst empire. 

Tiiere hare been Tarious Writers on South Australia, 
from most of whom I hare found it necessary to difTer on 
many points ; and while I claim no superiority over any 
one of these gentlemen either in point of talent, sagacity, 
or erudition,''! claim, and think I am fully entitled to, one 
advantage over them all— namely, that of speaking from 



personal obserT&tion and expehenc* on every point moot- 
ed. This, it will be admitted 1 think, ie no inconaider- 
ablc adTBiatage, ioasmnch aa Eome of these vho hsTe 
already written regarding the Colony nerer saw it at all, 
while others formed their opinions upon a residence of a 
few da;B, or we^ . at most, and that at the period of its 
in&ncy — their obsetvatioDB being confined to the then in- 
significant, and of course uncomfortable, town of Adel- 
laie, and to the few miles of plain which lie between the 
capital and the harbour. 

. One gentleman some time ago staled before a Commit- 
tee of the Honge of Commons, that his opinion regarding 
the Colony, which was an unfaTOnrable one, was founded 
on a journey to the summit of Mount Lofty, and he under- 
stood that, in that journey, he had passed through the 
best districts of South AnstraUa- Will it be believed, that 
the only countiy he passed through, was part of an indif- 
ferently good plain — the greater part of his lonte being 
across a range of mountains P 

To remove the unwarranted and injurious misconcep- 
tions caused by such statements, has been my chief object 
io penning the present publication — an object which I 
considered important, and called for in justice both to the 
Colony and the British public. I have, therefore, given 
the result of my observations and experience during the 
three years I resided in South Australia, extending front 
the 19[h March, 1839, to the 14th March, 18^1. I have 
painted nothing too bright; nor have I endeavoured to 
slur over or hide any dark spots. 

It will also he observed that I have carefully avoided a 



compBiiMU with any of the othei Colooies. T faftve visit- 
ed both New South Wales and Van Siemea's Land ; but 
I have no intention or wish to decry any of these places, 
or to endeaTooi to advance the caiue of Sonth Anstialia 
at the txptaae of any other Colony. On the contrary, I 
conceive the interest of one Australian settlement to be in- 
COTpoiated with that of those that surround it ; and I have 
no sympathy with tlioae writers who cry up their own 
bvourite Colony, and abase all and sundry those in ita 
ned^bonrhood. Aostralia contains within her vast bounds 
the ingredients of a great nation, and ere many years 
elapse, I have no doubt but the sangnine anticipation of 
a sealouB friend will be realised, and that she will hid fair 
to " rival the United States of America." 

I may simply mention, that the general descriplioD of 
Sonth Anstialia will, with few exceptions, apply to the 
other Colonies of New South Wales, Port Phillip, and 
Van IKemen's Land. 
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GEO&KAPHICAL POSITION-ESTABLISHMENT— 
HISTORT. 

" VMt vu the toil to faoDd tbe Bomu Slate 1" 

It is, I preBame, prettf generally known that South 
AustsauaU a portion of the Island New Holland — now 
more popularly known as Australia. 

I am induced to believei boweveri that beyond this bare 
fact) a greet portion of the British public is still in igno- 
rance of anything regarding that Colony. Eren its rela- 
tive position towards the other Anstralisn settleineots 
seems t« be by many unknown. As a proof of this, it 
is a common occnrrence for emigrants leaving England 
to be funiisbed with huge bundles of letters addressed to 
parties in Port Philip, Sydney, Hobart Town, or Lann- 
ceston — [daces hnndreds of miles apart ; and many docu- 
ments pass through the post-office addressed " Adelaide, 
New Sonth Wales," while others are to be seen marked 
for Syditey, or Melbourne, Sonth Australia. Nay, I have 
even seen in a Scottish newsp^r, a ship advertised to 
sail from Scotland for Adelaide, with liberty to call at 
New Zealsndl And in some of the London journals an- 
nouncements have appeared, within these few weeks, of 
^ps baring sailed with convicts for Sonth Australia—^ 
place that the laws forbid any sach persona to be sent to. 



To remore snch erroneona ideaS) a few remarks only vill 

e of immenge extent, 
stretching from the 115th to the 152d degree of East 
Longitude ; and from the 1 1th to the 39th degree of Sonth 
Latitude. 

The East coast of tfaia lalaod is called New Sooth 
Wales; the capital of whidi, Sydney, is a large and flou- 
tishing town, built ont he shores of Port Jackson., In the 
immediate neigJibonAood is Botany Bay, whidi has long 
been known as the destination of those who have made 
themselves amenable to the laws of tins country. About 
500 miles to the soBthward and westwatd of Sydney in 
Port Philip, a newly settled and flonriahiiig Astrict, tribu- 
tary to New South Wales, and baling Melbooroe for its 
capital. Adjoining Port Ptuli{>'On the west is South 
Australia, the bormdariee of the latter place 'being>--«n the 
east the 14lBt degree of East Lot^itnde, on the west the 
132d degree of East Loi^tode, on the nortli'the 26th 
degree of South Latitude, Mid on the south the sea coast.' 
The snper&ciee of the Colonycontains about 200,000,000 
square acres ; and it is thus nearly twice ae largv as Great 
Britaih and Ireland together. 

The present Settlement, however, coTera only a smidi 
portion of those lat^e bounds, and is sitaate towards tiie 
centra of the proTince, the coital being in Long. 138| 
East, and Lat. 36 degrees Sooth. It is distant from Port 
Philip between 500 and 600 miles, and is twice that dis- 
tM)ce from Sydney. 

Van Diamen's Land is an Island lying to the Sonth of 
New Holland) and Separated from the Port I%ilip district 
by Bass's Straits, a pusage of moderate breadth, studded 
with aereral islands. Launoeston is on the north,. 
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Hobart Toim od the mutl^ of Van IXemei^B Land ; the 
former is abont 600 miles, the latter 8Q0 miles, distone 
from^jleUide, in South Auetralia. 

On the. weet coast of New Holland is the small Settle- 
ment of Swan River) or Western Australia. Its distance 
from South Australia is neari^ 1 200 miles. New Zealand 
is about 1000 miles to the eastward of Australia. By 
keeping these facts in his memory, the reader will avoid 
the verycommon error of confosing one Australian Co- 
lony with oDotber. 

The rapidly icnproTing state of New South Wales and 
Van Diemen's Land about ten years ago, and the 
important portion which they began to Bssnme among' the 
Colonies of Britain, proved the means of drawing the atten.- 
tion of many gentlemen of capital and influence in that 
direction. The accounts of the climate and soil of these 
places, were very favourable ; but their social condition, 
produced by their being penal settlements, was held by 
many ae an insuperable ol^ection to them as favounble 
fields for free emigration. A, proposition was therefore 
made to form a new and free Colony in some other part 
of Australia which should be beyond the pale of convict 
(wntamination ; and the southern coast, from its geo- 
graphical position, added to such vagne reports as had 
been received regarding it, was looked on as a iavourable 
locaUty wherein to found the proposed Colony. 

An Association was therefore formed for carrying out 
the project, for which purpose the primary object was tu 
obtain the sanction and protection of the British Govern- 
ment. This, however, w^ found to be- no easy matter, as 
the projectors of the scheme were looked on as holding 
visionary ideas ; and it was not until the most strenuous 
and persevering efforts had been made, that Government 
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conld be induced to listen to their representations. At last, 
however, the Aesociation succeeded in carrjringtheic point, 
and a Bill was passed through Parliament authoriging the 
establishment of a British Colony within the h'mite already 
mentioned — to be celled South Australia. 

A new mode of Colonization was abont this time brought 
forward by Mr. Wakefield, the theory of which was highly 
approved of by those who had imbibed the idea of forming 
the new settlement in Australia, and as this plan was 
adopted as the groundwork of the new Colony, a sketch 
of its principal featores may be given here. 

Prior to this, the mode in which all Colonial Lands 
were disposed of was, to give free grants to almost any 
person who chose to apply for them — especially to those 
who had a little capital. The consequence of this was, that 
nearly all the Settlers in these Colonies became landed 
proprietors, and labonrers to cnltiv^e the soil could 
scarcely be got. 

To remedy this — to mEuntain a due proportion between 
capital and labour, and likewise to afford a supply of the 
latter according to the demand — the plan now proposed 
embraced the following principles : — No land was to he- 
granted except to those who were prepared to pay a cer- 
tain price per acre for it — and this pnrchase money was 
to go towards a fund intended to be applied in giving free 
passages to the Colony to properly quatiGed labourers and 
mechanics, their wives and families. 

Another novelty in the proposed system was, that no 
assistance was to be asked or received from the mother 
country, but that the new settlement should bear all its 
own charges, and have the principal management of its 
own af&irs. To provide for the necessary expenses of 
founding the Colony, and carrying it on nntil rerenoes 
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■hoald arise) power wm given to raise on bonds a certain 
snm of money, which was to be held aa a debt on the 
Colony Becnred ou the lands, and the interest to be paid out 
of the CtJonial Revenne. It was also stipulated, that 
no convicts should ever be aent thither, ^d that as soon' 
as a population of 50,000 souls hsd bean collected in the 
Polony, it should be entitled to a Representative I^is- 
lature. 

- Such were the principal features of the New Scheme, 
and although the establishment of a Colony on the verge 
of the eartii, vitboiU external asaistaace, was looked on by 
many as a hazsrdoQS utvlertaking, and the other "prin- 
ciples" were ridiculed by numbers, both publicly and priv- 
tlMj, yet the prfKnoters of the plan had confidence in it ; 
and accordingly, having received the sanction (if the Im- 
perial, L^^atore, the scene of their future operations was 
declared a British Cobny. Captain Hikdhabsh of the 
Royal Navy was ^pointed to hold the office of Governor, 
and Cobnel Light, an able Surveyor, accompanied by as- 
sistants, was despatched to explore the conntry, and fix on 
a site for the Settlement. 

A Commission was likewise ^pointed to manage the 
Sales of the Cdonial LwdPi and to conduct the selection 
and desfMtch of , EqugraiitB — as these matters were not 
to be inter&rod with by Government- Mr. James Hurtle 
Fisber, aa English Barrister, received the appointment of 
Colonial Agent for these Commissioners, with the title of 
Resident Commissioner. This Commission, in pursuance 
of the power to borrow already mentioned, raised the snm 
of £84,000 on bond, at the rate of 10 per cent, per 

. All preliminaries being thus arranged, and a consider- 
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Me sum of mone^ lodged in the Commissionere' hands,' 
for which the parties received docaments entitling them 
to a selection of land, at the price of twelve ihillinga per 
acre, on their arrival out, the Emigrants b^an to take 
their departnra for the distant country. 

The Surveyor- General was, at bis deportore from Eng- 
land, vested with power to fix on a site for a township, 
which would be expected to adjoin some navigable water, 
and to have in its vicinity good land for tillage and pas- 
tnre. So little, however, was known of the country at 
that time, that whether the capital should he fixed on 
Kangaroo Island, at Port Lincoln, or on the east shore 
of St Vincent's Gnlf, was an uncertainty when he left. 
It became necessary, then, that Colonel Light should visit 
^1 these places, and decide which possessed most advan- 
tages. In this manner a coouderable space of time was 
consumed ; but at last, a rising ground, pleasantly situated 
in the midst of an extensive plain, about five miles inland 
from St. Vincent's Gulf, and about six miles from a very 
safe and commodiona harbour which had been discovered, 
was determined on as the site of the future Capital. Here, 
accordingly, the Surveyors pitched thar tents, and com- 
menced laying out the plan of the town. 

In the meantime, several ships had arrived from Eng- 
land, and the Emigrants, finding no land surveyed, were at 
a loss what to do. Some settled tbemsdves on Kangaroo 
Island, where a company, previously formed in England, 

* AlChoagh tha Act at Parliament vm paned in Angnit, 1834, it 
WM not to corns into operation unleu land to Uie valna of £35,000 
wu sold within a limited period ; and in order to effect thi*, tb« 
price wu redocod Crom eat pand to (mfn i\itUiigi per Msro — out 
hnndrad and tbir^-four acTM of Countrj, and one acre of Town 
Land, bein^ giren for £81. Hence the ■ ■ Prelinunarr Section*," 
M tboM origlnaltj pnrdiMed were twmed, consiHted of 154 acres, 
Initnd of 80 aorea as at preteiit. 
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under the title of the South Australian Companj', had 
fouDded sn establUhment ; but the greater part pitched 
their tents on a plain, close to the beach, at Hold^t Bay — 
an anchorage a few miles south of the oewly discoTered 
harbour — there to await the progress of the surreyi 

When the site of the Capital was at last fixed, most of 
the Emigrants removed thither. Still, as the lands were 
not yet laid out, and consequently no one knew what spot' 
was to fall to his lot, the Emigrants were under the ne- 
cesdty of forming another temporary encampment on the 
banks of the River which runs through the Town, and 
which had been named the Torrens, in honour of the 
gentleman who was at the head of the Commissionera in 
London. " 

Here, then, temporary dwellings were erected of such 
materials as were most easily procured — these consisting 
chiedy of turf, mud, and reeds. Many of the dwellings 
then erected were still standing when I reached the Col' 
ony, early in I839i and were inhabited by parties who 
had not been enabled to get a house in the "City" — or 
who chose to sahmit to inconvenience for a time in order 
to save rent. 

These huts were scattered about without any attempt 
at regularity or uniformity. Every man had bnilt his 
houie on the spot which whim or chance pointed out, or 
where material was easiest got ; and the consequence was, 
that a collection of as primitive-looking wigwams as can 
be well imagined soon lined the banks of the Torrens — 
some of them facing the east — some the west — ia bet, 
every point of the compass might have claimed one or more 
facmg towards it. They stood just as thongh a mad boll 
had been playing his antics among them, and had tossed 
them hither and thither. Nor was the appearance of the 
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dwellings leas amtuing or extraordinary thantheir general 
positions. The walla of some were not more than four 
or five feet high — gome were hiuopbiicked— others au 
contraire — «ome were built of mud, interlaced with 
branches, with a few reeds, or a piece of old canias, for 
a roof — otbere were composed of turf^ — and Bome entirely 
of reeds. Most of them possessed an aperture to afford 
'egress and ingress ; bat few, if any, could boast of a win- 
dow of any kind. A fire place was not deemed essential, 
though several had an opening at one end, sormounted 
by an empty pork cask, deprived of the ends, to eerve as a 
chimney. A great portion of the Emigrants, however, 
coDtanted themsdvea without a fire, except outside, where 
it might be seen blazing, with a pot hung over it, a la 
gypiff- Id those days houses cooid be bought and sold 
for a couple of pounds a-piece ! 

Such was the first settlement of the Emigrants in the 
new Colony, and in this miserable-looking encampment 
resided many most respectable gentlemen and accomplished 
ladiesf who, now that they have got good substantial 
houses over their heads, and many comforts around them, 
look back with a kind of pleasure to the romantic sit nations 
in which they were placed in these days of colonial in- 
fancy ; and many a laugh is still raised by them among 
new comers in their reminiscences of these early times. 

In the latter part of December, 183fi, the Governor 
arrived in the Province. Ships were also arriving at in- 
tervale, adding to the numbers of the settlers. It was not, 
however, imtil Maich, 1837) that the Survey of the Town 
Lands was completed. During that month, such parties 
as had made purchases of land in England made their se- 
tec^B of Town Lots, and the remainder were sold by 
public Bale to the highest bidder — the prices yatying from 
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£2 upwards to £20 per acre. I have Icnown manj in- 
stances of parties who then purchased their land at that 
price, dispose of it within the ensoiog three years at prices 
varying from £200 to £2000 per acre. It is but right 
to mention, however, that this immenBe rise in the price 
of Town Lands was not cansed so mfach by an advance in 
intrinsic value, as by a spirit of speculation which raged 
for some time among the Colonists, and pwticularly among 
those newly arrived. These parties hearing of the rapid rise 
in the actual value of Town Lots, purchased, with the view 
of selling at a great profit in a short time, and thns a ficti- 
ttous demand was created, and a fictitious value given to 
property, which could not long continue. This mania has 
now hapily passed away, and the price of Land has feUea 
to its proper level, which, though many hundred per cent- 
above the original cost, does not approach the value im- 
puted to it a couple of years ago. 

To return, however. Each purchaser being now ena- 
bled to enter into possession of bis Town Land, steps 
were taken towards making a move into the " City,'' as 
it was rather bombastically called, even at this early 
period, when a few p^ were all that marked it from the 
surrounding forest. The first house erected in Adelaide 
— the name of the new township— was a printing office, 
from which Issued, at irregular intervals, a small news- 
piq>er, contuning the official acts and orders of Govern- 
ment, and articles of intelligence regarding the Colony. 
It is rather a singular circumstance, and worthy of note, 
that the press shonld thus have been the pioneer of civili- 
zation in the new country. Snch, however, is the fact, 
and round that palladium of freedom, thns raised by the 
Colonists as their standard, were rallied those bold spirits 
who had abandoned their native country, their friends, 
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aad tluir' comfortable hoiqeB, to win for thjatBwlvea and 
their poateritf % hoiBe and aa indspeiideDce in the wilda 
of that diituit,.Bad then almon nnktiofrn, " fragmeot" of 
tha globe. And. nobly did they rally around tbe etandard 
tlHurused; for on the Bpot which then was an intermin- 
oble forest, now atanda a large and populous town, con- 
tainuig churcbesi hoosesi shops, and other boildiogs, 
which woald do no discredit to any conntry town of Bri- 
tain. And all this ha» been accompliafaed in the ahwt 
■pace of five yean- But of thia anon. 

Many of the &nt hnoses erected in Adelaida were lUtle 
better than those hots al]-»dy describedi with wUch were 
now iatermixed a few w-ovften ones, which, had been 
broi^ht from England. Even in March, 1839, when I 
reached the Colony, Adelaide had.Kftora the appearance 
of a collection of boothSf audt as roay be seen at a conntry 
&ir, or on a race ground, than anything else. A few 
good houses had, however, been built by this time, and a 
still greater number were in course of erection. Brick 
and stone were b^iinoing to take the place of straw and 
mndj and alungles and. slates had partly aapplanted tbe 
use of caoras and reeds;. although the latter ar^ even 
np to the present time, considerably used in roofing, 
being by many preieEred;ta slates or shingles. From 
this period the town ra[udly assumed a new appearance. 
The old hut or tent gave way to the neat cottage, or 
the handsome two storey house, and a genuine sperimen 
of the original buildings of the " City of Adelaide," is 
now a rarity— 4hey are "few and hr between." 

So soon as tbe survey of Adelaide was completed, tbe 
surveym betook themselves to tbe country to proceed 
with the mral surveys. Unpleasant feelings, however, 
arose among the surveyora, and throogh miafflanagament 
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someirfaera, very little pnigreu tu made. - A bad fed^ 
iog bIbo begBit to spriD^ up betireen the Gorereor'tuid 
the Refaideat CommUsioner, each ieemiog afraid' tif die 
other encroaching on bia power or rights. BoA wen 
indeed placed ia rather Knomalona poeittonB. The 6d- 
vemor, as Boch, was chief niler; bnt the Resident Com- 
nuHsioner had the sole nnni^ement of the Balee of land, 
the only source whence money was forthcomiDg, while 
the Government Waa without money to pay even the 
aalariea of its officers. There were no revennee — the 
land fund was sacred — the English Government could 
not be aeked for money — and thus the Colonial Treasury 
existed bnt in nifme — its eoHers were full of emptiness. 

To raise funds, duties were imposed on imported 
spirits, wines, and tobacco,* publicans' licenses established, 
and cbaigea made on shipping. Tbe revenae from these 
was, however, but small at first, and Government was 
already in arrear with its salaries. The Emigrants, too, 
began to complain of being kept so long withoat their 
land — some said one was to blame, some another, so that 
a complete ferment was created in the commnnity. Two 
parties were formed — one favouring the Governor, the 
other the Resident Commissioner — the community was 
thus divided, each party bearing the most bitter enmity 
towards the other, and those who stood at the head of 
a&irs, instead of endeavouring to quench, only added 
fuel to the fire. The place was thus soon involved in a 
complete state of anarchy and confusion. Even the Gro- 
vemment officers were divided among themselves, and to 
such a height did party spirit ran, that a pugilistic encoun- 
ter actually took place in the public street* of the town, 
between two of tbe principal Government fuBetioaaries I 
Hiis lamentable state of matters at length reached tbe 



ears of the Home Comtniwion, and th« English GoTeni- 
ment therenpon thought it advisable to remo?e from 
office the hmds ot both contending parties — the Gover- 
nor and Resident Commissioner — end to take some mea- 
sures calculated to ensure a more eatisfactory administra- 
tion of power in future. With this view, Lieut.- Colonel 
Gawleb received the appointment of Governor of the 
Colony, and with that office was conjoined'the Resident 
Commissionership, in the hope that, h; vesting both ap- 
pointments in one person, no collision betweeu the two 
powers could take place, and that the duties of both offices 
would be better executed. It was also found necessary to 
encroAch on the principle of *' self support," on which the 
Colon; was originally founded, aod to give the new Go- 
vernor power to borrow from the Land Fund each sums 
as might be necessary to carry on the Government in an 
efficient manner — such monies, however, to be considered 
as a debt to be repaid by the Colony, when U could afford 

Colonel Gawler landed in South Australia in October, 
1838, and soon found that the reports which had reached 
England of the disjointed state of society among the Set- 
tlers had not been exaggerated. However, bj imme- 
diately adopting bold and decisive measures, and by a 
decision and firmness of character well calculated for such 
ut emergency, he soon succeeded in calming the tumult, 
and introducing a better state of things. By this time, 
too, a considerable quantity of land had been surveyed 
and allotted to the Settlers,* who then began to find an 
outlet to their industry, more advantageous than squah- 

• Tha flnt lelwlioa ot coiintr; landi took pUce la Hn, 163(j. 
The MlecUoBi were mmde In ballot— lh« holden of prdtsilaary 
butd orden havl^ tlw fint cboice, ud anerwanli awk parUM m 
bad poTchuad laboqaentlT. 
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bling one with another. The best reBuItB followed — in a 
short time the diacord which at first shook the little set- 
tlement to its centre psased away, and bv degrees was 
foi^ten, and a general good feeling was re-established 
among the Colonists, which, op the present time, has 
not been broken. 

Impressed with an anxious desire for the advancement 
of the Colony, hot with a liberality of expenditure which 
many considered unwarranted in its circumstances, the 
new Goveroor set a great many improvements on foot, 
all of which were conducted in a highly creditable manner. 
Among other things, he built an extensive and well-finished 
Government House, commodious ofGces for the various 
Government departmentsi a Customhouse, a Jail, an Hos- 
pital, and other buildings imd works of various kinds. The 
Survey department was remodelled and extended, so as to 
become much more effective — a lai^ police force, both 
foot and monntedi was embodied — roads were formed in 
various directions — exploring parties sent oat — and every- 
thing carried on in a systematic and imposing style. 
This kept a laige amount of capital constantiy floating in 
the Colony, gave employment to numbers of Emigrants, 
and was unquestionably productive of much temporary 
good ; but whether permanent benefits have resulted there- 
from is a question regvding which there are various opin- 
ions, on which it is not for me to decide. My own im- 
pression however, is, and always has been, that Gover- 
nor Gawler'e expenditure produced bad resolts as well as 
good. It was a means of preventing people from cidti- 
vating the soil, which ought to be the first consideration 
in all new colonies — and the monetary crisis which at 
' present exists in the Colony, I believe to have been, at 
least, considerably aggravated by it. No one, however, I 



think, will deoj Uiit C(4ond Gawler was itetD&t«d by a 
sense of aotia^ for tbe good ^ 6t6 Otrfoay in all bis trans- 
actions; uid his administration hat advanced it many 
years as r^u^ what be himself termed its " on^t" — 
nundy, public bmlduigS) trharresi roads, and such like. 

In carrying on these works, large enoiB were eaipended, 
nltil^ were rtis^ by bills on the Comnussioners, ander 
the tiaibonty to borrow girm by Parliament. To such 
an atnoffitt did the GoTemor's drafts en the CommiS' 
doners readi tt last, t^at tl» whoti of the fends in thar 
hands was ezhaueted, and bills still pooring in upon 
them, they had no altematiTe font to disboiKrar ^m, 
antil they sfaould lay ttie matter before Oovemmeot. 
On inteUigenw of (Us roachiag the Colony, oonnder- 
able uoeauMss was fait by the Setter*. The mer- 
diants had pnrchased the Goremment paper to a lai^ 
amount as remittanoee to their correspOMdente in Eag- 
land, and the theck thus given to mercaotile tTansaetions, 
acted injuriously not otdy on the merchants and dealers, but 
on the Colonists generally. Many tradesmen and others, 
too, who had been working for, or supplying articles to, 
Goi>emmeDt, and irho depended on pnnctn^ payments to 
enable them to meet their engagements, now fonnd them- 
selves mvrived — &tTe being no funds in tbe Treesaiy to 
paythem. Thus tiie ^stress soon reached all dasses. The 
tradesmen not receiving payment for thor work, were of 
course tingle to pay the hands they employed -, and the 
merchant or dealer, who depended on Oovemment for a 
considerable pcntion of his custom, was nmdile to meet his 
engagements. This of coarse involved oAers, so that the 
diUKM became general. About tiiis time, too, the Brri- 
vala of monied Emi^vnte from Ei^Iand, which before had 
been nnmenms, was vlmost wholly soBpended. This 
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helped to add to the already UQfaTourahle state of things 
— as the constant influx of capitalists hithmo had mutwi- 
aUf assisted in keeping up the floating csfntali which stood 
in need of constant a4pplies> to aniko ap for the lai^e 
sams that were being wceklj paid to the BeigbbouriDg 
Colonies for ebeup, eattle, and bwse^ to stock the Colony, 
and likewise (or proviajons, which bad not yet been nised 
in anything like a sufficient quantity to sn^iort the popu-. 
lation. These combined circumstances produced, ea I 
have stud, a great stagnation in trade, which evtenckd 
to all the other AustraliaD Settlements, and from which 
tiey have not yet recovered- 
One good result of this crisis to Sontb Australia ha* 
heen, that it has forced the Settlers into the cauntt; 
to prosecnte cnltiTation of the soil, and breeding shwp 
and cattle, on which all Colonial prosperity mwt be 
founded. In fact, the South Anstralians began at first 
at the wrong end — they commenced by building a town, 
en there was any country population or country jvodnce 
to support it. This was, howerer, more the resuh of 
circumstances which I ha.ve already mentioned, than of 
choice. The Bmigranta were prevented from commence 
ing cultivation on their first arrival, bec»ise there 
was no land surveyed; and once settled in Adelaide, 
and earning a. livelihood there, it was a difficult matter 
to get them to move a second time. They wwe now 
forced to it as the only alternative, and though it woold 
h«ve been to the advantage of many individually, and to 
the Colony generally, had they done so as soon as prac- 
ticable, yet it is never too late to do wall, and they are 
now ende&Yonriag to make up for tost time, by persevar' 
ing and energetic in^try, as I shall show by and bye.. 
I shall also have occasion to allude to the " crisis" men- 
tioned above, in a future chapter. 

,. Google 
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The CommisucHiere' fnnds being, as already mentioneiil, 
exhaaBted, tbey repreneDted the state of affiiirs to Govern' 
ment) to sscertoin what was to be done. Colonel Gawler 
was thereapon immediately recalled, and Parliament, bj 
tbe odyice of the late AdminiGtrBtion, found it necesBary 
to adyance no less a snm than £155)000 towards the 
liquidation of the bills drawn by him on the Commie- 
sioners, over and above all the funds which had been in 
their hands. 

Ciqitain Gkobqk Gbet, a yonng: military officer, who 
had jnst returned from an exploring expedition on the 
west coast of Australia, was then intmsted with the Go- 
vernment ; and his arrival in the Colony took place in May, 
1841^Colonel Gawler having held the reins of Govern- 
ment for two years and a half. Captiun Greg's instmc- ' 
tions from the Home authorities were of a very distinct 
natare, and by tfaem he was restricted to an expenditure 
of only the Colonial Revenues, and a small snm qnarteriy, 
to be drawn from the English Treasury, until some ar- 
ran^meut wis made for carrying on the Government of 
the Colony on a different footing from that hitherto pur- 
sued, as it had now become evident that the principle of 
" self-support," hitherto held up, was impracticable— in its 
strict sense at least. 

An Act was accordii^ly passed dnring the last Session 
of Pariiament, throwing this " principle" on which South 
Australia was originally founded, overboard, and esta- 
blishing Che Colony on something like the same footing 
as other British settlements. 

This act repealed all former acts regarding the Colony, 
but provided that all laws passed, and all things done 
under authority of these acts, should be confirmed, and 
continue valid. It retains the original pronnon thM no 
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canyiota ehall be sent to way place within the limita of 
South Aurtralia, It prondes far tbe eonititation within 
tbe Colon; of » Ltgiilntive Council, conniting of the 
Goremor and seven other peraoni, to ha uppointed by the 
Sorerei^, who ihall have power to naks Uwb for the 
peace, order, a»d good gOTerameDt of the Colany—noh 
laws bein^ etdije«t to t^provel or diaapproTBl by the 
Homo GoTwnmentt It nbo eoBcfai, that Her M^eity 
stay iwne ii»tnction« to convene a General AiaeinUy, 
to be dect«d I^ frMboldera and otbara in tbe ColoDy^ 
which aaasmUy aboil have a Toice in ^ framing of Colo- 
nial lam, and be admitted to the deliberati^ma of dte Le< 
gklatiTe Council, and have a voice therein. Tbia io4tei> 
tout proviio uunres to the ColMiista a i>«|»«ientatii» of 
their iutereati in tbs Legislatars~4 boon of so biiiag 
valne. 

By tiiia aot, too, tbe loui of £lja>000 advanced by 
Goreniment to take np the dithoneured BiUe op the 
Gommieaionera is dedarad to be' a grant, and tbue a 
weighty burden ia removed from the ehouldare of tjbe 
Coloniata. Tha rate of iDtoreqt on the Bonds iaaued by 
the Commissioners to defray the original eKpenses of tbe 
Cdony — ammiding to £9^,QQ0~^-im al»o been rednced 
from U«^ to tkrn tmd a lui^ per oent This Bonit 
whidi is a public AAt owing by tite Coloo{r, was previ- 
onaly a burden to tba araonst of £8400 pw annum, 
durgeable on tbe ColcBial SeTSBoes, but tbe Jntawt ja 
aow redneed to the aiuwal payment of jC294Q. A further 
grant, in additiiHi to the £155,000, was also TOted by Par- 
liament to the amnant of £59,000, to provide fw certain 
drafts by tbe late and present Governor, and to defray Uia 
Buvant e^Mioee of the Colonial GfxnfBxmtH dwing the 
yeer ISifl. this nmoinkr (f the ddrt iwwnd by Col. 
c5 
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Gawler, amonntiDg to about £30,000, chiefly due to per- 
BODS in the Colony, is to be proTided for b; the issoe of 
Colonial debeotares, cfaargeable on the Revenues of tbe 
Colony, and bearing interest at the rate of five per cent. 
Tliis imposes a farther burthen on the Colonial Rerennes 
to the araonnt of £1500 annually ; but the whole amount 
of the obligations chargeable on the Revenue is reduced to 
tbe annual payment of £4500. Tbiu the niiole of the 
financial embamssmeute in which the Colony wbb inToIved 
have been cleared upi and although, it would have been de- 
sirable that the £30,000 had also been granted by Go- 
vernment, yet the iwoe of debentnnc at five per cent., 
under authority of the Lords ComnuBsioners of Her 
Majesty's Treasury, is the next beet measure, and will be 
prodncdve of mndi gaod> The whole burthen on Sontit 
Australia, after being fully established and completely 
" fitted out," amounts to the annual payment of £4500 ; 
and the act provides that the largest portion of this snm, 
namely, the i&940 will be chargeaUe on the Consolidated 
Fund of tbie country, provided tlu Colonial Revenues are 
insufficient, after defraying the expenses of the Colonial 
Government, for the pigment thereof. 

The receipt of the' intelligence of the pawring of tbis 
act would pn)duce mnch good in the Colony. Those who 
were lying out of tlieir money would either receive it, or- 
debentores, which they could easily turn into money. 
Confidence would be restored, and I feel no hesitation in^ 
giving it as my opinion, that, at the moment I write this, 
the finandsl distress into which tbe Colony was plunged 
will have bera mnch alleviated, if it has not wholly dis- 
i^>peared. 

Another act passed during the last Sesaicn of Parlia- 
ment, iherad tin mode at dUpoung <tf the waste lands. 
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This act refen to ^le whole of the Aiutnlian Colonies 
and New Zealaiid, as well as to South AustnUa; but it 
confers b very considerable benefit on the last-men- 
tioned Colon^) inaunuch as heretofore land was sold in 
South Australia at £1 per acre, while in New South 
Wales and the other Colonies, it was sold, in many instan- 
cest as low as 5b. per acre. This act) by fiMtiag them all 
on an equal footing, has consequently obtained £or South 
Anstrslia a decided advantage, as many parties would 
hitherto prefer porcbasin^ land in New South Wales 
at 53. per acre, rather than pay £1 in South Aoefralia. 

Land is now sold by aaction — the upset price being 
one pound per acre. The sales are held qnarterly, and 
in the intermediate time, any land which may have been 
ofiered for sale, and renuined unsold, can be purchased on 
payment of the upset price. Parties may lodge mooey, as 
heretofore, in this country, for. the purchase of land, with 
the Colonial Commissioners. One half of the proceeds 
of all sales of land are applied for thr purpose of 
gi*itig free passages to the Colony to agricultural 
labourers and mechanics, instead of the whole amount, 
aa formerly. 

Such is now the constitution of South Australia, and as 
the debt on the Revenues is bnt trifling, and only a moderate 
civil, and no military, estsbUshment is required, there >eed 
be no ^)prd>ension that heavy taxation in ^le Colony will 
be necessary. At present there are no taxes whatever, ex- 
cept arateoD the Freeholders in Adelaide, imposed by the 
HnmcipBl COTporatkm. The Bavennes are dsrived from 
datiea on spirits, wine, and tobacco, pilot and harbour 
dues, publicans' and auctioneers' licenses, fines, &c. in 
Courts 'of Law, and one-half of the purchase money of 
Colfuial Lands, and a cbargt of one bal^miny per h«ad 
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HUinaUy on shwp, which wbb Tolonteend hy the Sflttleni 
on Donditioti that OOTennneiit would kdopt loma mawum 
to ppereot ibo introdnctioii or ipraed of tbe scab aaumg 
their AodiB. 

Sn^ ia a rtfH sketch of the fonodin; and hkbaey of 
South Australia t bat as this pnUicatioa ia intended to b« 
mora deseripti*e than hiatorical, this Cb^jter is merely 
introdoeed to give the reader a general idea «rf the History 
of tlie I^vince, and of the principleB on which it is eeta- 
Utshed. Suoceeding Chapters will treat more pBrticnlarlj 
of its advaocement in the Tarioos branches of Colonial 
|nirsait«> 



" A world differing from oan in ita appearoDce, in its aatJona, 
in Iti dlmate, in its ikj."—" A IbdiI of wheat, and Inrlej, and TinM, 
and Sg tree*, ud ponigrMBlsB ; a luidof olive oil ud booeTi a 
land whoM Koiiei are iron, and out of whoie hUli tbou majert dig 
brass." 

Ora.T a eomputttivaly small portion of South Australia 
has M y«t boHi tkorovghly explorad, and a gnat put of 
die iBteriOT is still tot^y w^nawii.~-£hKmd*d behiqd a 
vol whi<^ it witi, in all probalnlity, take yean to ntnorfl. 
About one-tJUrd of tfaa Cobny has baoi partly ex- 
l^orod J but the rally portioii of it winch has hoon tluwpnj^ly 
exsmineA is the Mrict extending along th* easlwa tlwre 
of St VinuBt't CM^ alnady DNiftioiied H tbe lodlity in 
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vhich the present Settlenieat is bitoBted. This tnck of 
coDntT^i extendiiig from Cftpe Jerrii on the Sooth) in 
about l&t. 36°, 20' Bonth, to the bend of the River Hur- 
ray in the N.E^ in bt. 34<^, and the head of Spencer's 
Gnlf in the N.W., in 32« 30', and which forms a kind of 
Penimola, bounded on the west by the Sea, emd on. the 
east by Ladce Alexandrina and the Murray, hu been allr 
or nearly nil, minutely examined, and a gntl portion irf 
the land indeed has been anrreyed, and ia dtber pnrchaeed 
by Settlen, or i^wn fw sale to mch as may be inclined to 
porch ase. 

The Country lyings to the Eaetward of tluB Peninaula — 
between it and New Sooth Wales — has been tnyersed by 
numerooe partiea conveying cattle and sheep across from 
the Sydney and Port Philip districts; but as these over- 
land parties in most cases followed tb» course of the Mur- 
ray River, or some other regular track, their excuraion» 
have added but little to the gec^Tuphical knowled^ of the 
Eastern part of the Province. Of the Country to the 
Northward of the head of Spencer's Gulf very little ia 
known. An enterprising traveller, Mr. Eyre, was in 
1840-41 entrneted with the man^enKnt of an expedition 
fitted out by the Colonists of South AnstrMlia to explore 
in that direction, hot his prepress northwards was arrested 
by an immense Lake, discovered a little to the notth of 
the head of ttie Gail, stretdiing from east to west, which 
he was unable to outflank, and thus the expedition Med 
to efiect the purpose for which it was sent out. 

Most of tbe country to the westward of the Gulfs is also 
unexplored. Mr. Eyrei after abandoning his iotention of 
penetrating into llie northern interior, atnick across the 
country to tbe westward, and forced hi« wa^ after under- 
going many hardshipe, aa &r at King Georg«'s Sound, in 
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WoBtem Australn; fast, in ^ng' ao, his resanrches w«r4 
eonfiMd to the Sen Coast, whicb Ik found lined with a, 
tnu^ of burea ooiaAry all tdon^, Thongfa this is un- 
&T(MiraUe to the opioioB that goai land exista ialaDdi yet 
it is not a mffidsnt reason to asiert tbftt avMlahle laid 
■aay not be foiiBd. At Port Lincoln, a twy ooDuoodtonq 
haHMBT oa the wett or Spencei'e Gulf, k wtatl Settlo- 
meat luw baen formed, and a cmuideniUa district of the 
nmNndinf coontrj explorad. 

In apealdng, then, of tbe physical appaaranca of South 
Anstadia, my remariis shall be chiefly directed to that part 
«f tbe Pronoce irtiioh is CalaiuMd-^naiDrij. the Fenin- 
aula <m tha aast of St. Viocent'a Qnlf-ra great part of 
which I have myself traT^ed over. My Mmarks on tbe 
other portioni shall ba more contracted, apd fonnded either 
on official, or other infbrm^on, reeeiiad fnm parties on 
iritoae Twadty I can depend' 

At tha sonljwm extreniity of l^e Peninsula mentioned, 
wfaidi is formed by tha Gu^ on the west, and the Mur- 
ray and Znhe Alexandrina on the east, lies the Dietrict of 
Enconater Bay, consisting of soTeral beantifnlTalleya, oao- 
taining a fine rich soil, covered with luxuriant Terdore, 
backed by nwgas of hills of moderata elevation, mostly 
covered with timber, and a f fo r di n g good graiing for cattle 
andsbeep. Stretching northward, ranges of barren hilla and 
desolate-looking moon intersect the cQontry ; but along the 
sea coast on the west, and the shores of the Lake on the east, 
these are relieved by numarons v^hys similar to tboae at 
EnoonnterBay, consisting of fine agricultural land, covared 
with grssa, and watered by numerous streams, sfmnge, and 
l^ines. Thai, along tbe sbwM of the Gulf, in sncces- 
sion, lie Riqiid Bay, Yankalilla, Afiponga Flats, Aldinga 
Plains, M'Laren YaK OnkapariDgB, Mor[tott Vale» and 
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Mnitle V^ ; and aa tlie ewt nre CaTrutey Creek, the 
RiTtr FiniuBS, ib% Aogu or Stnt^b^ aad the Bi«M 
Brener. All tibew Tklliw consiBt ct ■ &ie ricb loU, Mid 
are MirToiiiMled bj raa^ta of grasiy hilts. Tbe whole of 
this ocnmtrj is i ai e o d very divenified — tome parte being 
hilly ; others undulating ; and at Aldings sad other 
[dM»B considerable ^mcvs of level land are met with. 
' The scenery of the Tallies and snrroandinir hills is enticiDg 
and {uctmeeqne, but alstoat destitute <rf tm^thing bold or 
striking', and presmtiog little variety- Sone parts ara 
heavily timbered) others assntne very much die ^jpearance 
of a nobleman's paric, the soil bon^ covered with a beanti- 
tvi cmp of verdMit herbage, and thinly etnddsd with bvfe 
spieafing trees. GonsideraUe spaces dso occar quite 
dear of tiabep of any description — ready, in hct, tot the 
plough. 

fmmediatdj to the Knthwsrd of Hurtle Vale^ the 
mmntun nnges which hithoto lined the coast take a 
diteotioti towards the inleriU', and tlten stretch away to 
the northward uid eaatward, nearly parallel to the sea, 
and form the boundary of an extensive plaiji, whidi is 
coatlnned to the northward for many miles. Near the 
sonthera extremHy of this plain, Addaide, the capital, is 
situated. This ]dain abo preerats a variety of t^ipear- 
aiic&— in some plaoes it is heavily timbered, in others it 
assumes the i^ipeaiaace of an opm foreett and a ccMiBidBr- 
able prc^rartion of it, eapea^ly towards the sea coast, is 
quite open and free from timbw. There are muy Hxm- 
sands of acres without a tree, or even a tbrub. These 
plains are covered with a tur ooating of grass, eepeaall/ 
daring the winter season ; — in summer the heat is felt 
more tban in the higher parts, and the gMss is generally 
mticfa scorched. In mod aeasoiu, hewerer, pkasant 
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fifaowOTs fen occaaonally, which reHresh it. The Mil of the 
pliuns is yarions, but mostly consists of a red, Bometbin^ 
approschiof a sandy, loam ; some parts consist of a deep 
black soil, with other Tarieties. There are ndther stones, 
rocks, nor any other obatrBctions, to impede the pn^ress 
of the plough. 

Beyond the range of moantains to the eaat of Adelaide, 
named the Mount Lofty Range, lies a district of fine un- 
dulating country, well watered, and generally coTered with 
die most luxuriant verdure. This district takes its name 
from a hill situate in it, of moderate elevation, called 
Mount Barker, and has been pronouuced by many tmTel- 
lers to be one of the finest tracks of country in Austmlia. 
The hills are of slight elevation, are intersected by fiae 
Tallies ; and being partly wooded, partly dear, the country 
has been justly pronounced by many who have visited it, 
as wdl as the Tallies already mentioned, to present more 
the appeannce of an immense park than anything that one 
would naturally expect to find in the wilds of an unculti' 
vated land. Hie Mount Barker district being more elevat- 
ed thsn the plains around Adelaide, there exists a marked 
difference in the climate ; the heat never being so intense 
in summer, and slight frosts during the night being of 
frequent occurrence daring winter. With slight varia- 
tions, this description of country extends a great dis- 
tance to the n(Hthw&rd, portions of scrub and other 
inferior land intervening occasionally. To the eastward 
of Mount Barker, and on approaching Lake Alexandrina, 
the country falls towards the Lake, and spreads into ex- 
tensive plains, HI appearance and character similar to those 
at Adelaide. 

It has been already stated, that the plain in which Ade- 
lude ifl eitUEte stretches to the norlfa of the Town for 



mmy miles. Tba connti? then begitw Bgtin to hsuum 
the character (rf hill and vale, which k retained tbrot^h 
the grotert part of the northnn portiou of the Colony, 
la this quarter are found many of Ita most fertile districtB. 
Utese Btrttch doag from the Maunt BuW districts, 
and include the sonrcea of the BiTera Onlu^tarin^ and 
of the Torrena — the beantiAU plain named LyiMlodi Val- 
ley — the Tery ertenaJTe and well watered lands in the 
neighbourhood of the haig-fats of Baroeso — tha Bources of 
^ River Gawleri awl the rii^ valliee on the banks, and 
in the iieig^ih<»Thood (tf the Hutt, Light« and Wakefield 
riTBTB. The country around Ljwtoch VaHey and the 
BaroBSB Ranges, about 60 milsi north-east from the 
CajHtal, is (rf Si very avperior description ; consisting of 
fine aUuTid ralliea and fiatSi covered with a rich coating 
of g^asa, and Enmnmded by pictiwesque hills, which hke- 
wise yield good grazing for stock. Soma of the valea, or 
onadows, are really beantiful, and the acenery in thip 
punter is nu^e divermfisd than in most other places — the 
surrounding tufls atsnnung many shapes and attitudes 
which strike the eye, wbUe the rich verdure and ever- 
green trees with which the alopes are covered, give a 
pleasant and cheering aspect to the scene. To the west 
and the north-west, the country consists of open gnissy 
table-land ; to the esst it falls into jdains towards the 
Murray. 

It was compBted by Cd. Gawkr, the htte Govemor, 
that tha whob Peninnila bettreen Gulf St. Vineent and 
the Mnmy conaiated about one-third of good land avail- 
able for ^ricultural purpoaea ; one-third rangee of stringy 
bark foreet, partly available as paatnrage; and the remain- 
ing third of uaeless acmb and rocks, or deaolate moora. 
Thia, of coorae, was but a very rough guesa, but it is pm- 
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bMj not &r firom the tmth. Upwards of 600,000 acreB 
had been rarre}^ np to the end of the j'ear 1841, nearly 
one half of which ia pnrchaeed, and the remainuig portion 
is open for sale. It most be evident, therefore, that this 
district alone ii ciqxible of supporting an immense popula- 
tion. At present, however, the whole population amounts 
to only about 17.000 people. 

With r^;ard to those districtB of the Colony which are 
yet inq>erfectly known, it will be necessary to speak but 
shortly. Some distance beyond Lake Alexandrina on the 
east, lies another Lake lately discovered, and named Albert., 
in the immediate neighbourhood of which a considerable 
track of good land exists. An intelligent sorreyor of my 
acquuntance suppoees that there is about 100,000 acres of 
" first-rate" land on the eastern shore of L^ke Alezandrins, 
and in the neighbourhood of Lake Albert. Except this, 
however, a great proportion of the country lying beyond 
the Lakes is barren, sandy, and scrubby. I have seen 
persons who said they passed throng a considerable quim-> 
tity of good country in travelling from Port Philip, but 
most accounts agree that the greater part is almost value - 

The water in the upper part of L«ke Alexandrina is 
fresh — the water of Lake Albert, though slightly braddsb, 
is supposed to be fit for using at any time. 

I have already remarked, that all to the north-east, 
nprth, and north-west, is as yet unexplored. 

The Peninsula between St. Vincent's and Spencer's 
Golf is represented as containing a portion of good land 

* Accounts ware poMiilitd in the Colomsl Jonrnati of ths id 
Angnrt last, ■anouiMsiDg the diieov^y in the Matem bonnds of th« 
Provinovof a fins trade of land, 90 miles In lesctit— ths wbolo pre- 
■entlng Uie ■ppcanuw* of an iouDeDie DoUeman'i parlc, and abund- 
antly iTat<r«d. It i* jwt Imids tbe limits of Sonth Australia, and 
conumnds a good barSoar. 
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for agriculttin or pasture, bnt soratay supplied with water, 
and intennixed with a good deal of scrub. 

The west coast of Spencer's Gulf was mited by Col. 
Gawler while he held tbe office «f Gorennor, and he thus 
describee it : — 

" The surface is ntfnrally divided into three gewi. por- 
tions — the mountainous track, the low undnlatinj country, 
and the hill country. 

" The general summit of the mountainous table-land is 
■bout 1300 feet above the level of the sea. The width 
from S.W. to N.E, appears to be from 20 to 23 nules. 
It is traversed by many short and narrow mountain ridges, 
from 300 to 700 feet in elevation above it. The slopes 
of these are generally grassy, and sprinkled with inuU 
casnarina (she oak) ; the water courses between them are 
f!t«quently also grasBy, and lined with pine and casuarina. 

" The snrfece of the low country consists ^erally of 
very gende elevations, with a few higher abrupt cones 
and rocks scattered about. The hill country consists of 
elevations, of from 600 to 1000 feet, which are extensively 
covered with good grass. The hill ridges contain a more 
than ordinary proportion of vallies, of consider^e ex- 
tent, all couEd&ting of allnvial soil of excellent quality. 
In the hill ranges there is a considerable quantity of per- 
manent surface water, and great fiunUtiee for construct- 
ing artificial tanks. The grassy hills and vallies are 
sprinkled with fine casuarina (she oak), bnt few valuable 
eucalypti (gnm trees) occur — nevertheless, the scenery 
is very beautiful." 

Such is an outline of the general features of such parts . 
of South Australia as have been explored. 

With ngard to rivers. There are bnt few stresms 
of water io Auatralis thit deserve that name. Withtbe 
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exception of the Momy, titers ia no river *i present 
known within the limits of SooUi AtutrKlin which can b^ 
called n»igd)le. In eoi&mon ivith Hie rest of AnBtralia, 
iti riTen coneiBt piindpilly of rivnlotai or <^wiiis of pools, 
which, when ewollen with the winter reine, preMDt the 
Kppearftnce of very ratpectable itreum, bnt in Bummer 
dwindle down to insifnificBBt etreunlets, wtd aanj of 
them in dry seasons cease to mn nltogsther. As diis 
statement may, howsvert be takm u oMifinnatioa (^ a 
very erroneous impressica, too prevalent in Britain, that 
Anatralia altogether, and South Anstrdia in particulu-, 
is almost destitute of fresh whter, I may here, onoe for 
all, sllnde to that matter, and state distinctly that inch 
imprssuon is unfounded and inooirect. No one wUl 
presume to say that Sonth Anatralia is as abundantly 
supplied with snriacQ water as Britain — its ^eogr^ihicBl 
poeitioa renders such a suppositioq absurd— but it is 
foirly watered for a country titaate in the meridians of 
latitude 30° to 36''. Althougfb « hu ^*^ mentioned, 
many streams alnuNt easse to run during the heat of 
summer, th»e is always an abundant supply of wat«* in 
the pools that remain — many, if not all, of which are 
Bup^ied by mimerona springs and undarcurrent^ as is 
^own by die fact, that the water in the pools never 
becomes stagnant or unfit for use. And in places where 
surface wat«r is not found, wells may be sunk, when- 
good water will almost invarifAly be got at depths 
varying from eighteen to sixty or dgfaty feet. An in- 
stance of this ; There is no fresh wat«r on the sur&tce 
.at Fort Adelaide, which was a w^hty reason with the 
founders of the C<dony why the town was built awi^ from 
the harbour; but a well haa now been dug within 100 
yards of high wat«r tnarki wher«^ at a depth of only a 
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few feet, a supply of excellent vater has been obtained, 
Buffident to supply the whole of the inhabitants, and the 
shipping which frequent the port* This, in order (o 
remove false impressions. 

To return. The River Murray is one of very great 
consequence. Its source is in the west of New South 
Wales, whence it pursues a course of nesxly 1200 miles, 
receiving numerous tributaries, until it foils into LsJce 
Alexandrinai about forty miles to the eastward of Ade- 
laide. The lake discharges its waters into the sea a little 
belJw Eucounter Bay. Much speculation at one time 
existed regarding the narigation of the Murray, and 
whether a practicable outlet to the sea existed. That 
the river is navigable for a great distance into the inte- 
rior is now settled beyond dispute ; but it doe^ not appear 
that its embrochure is likely to become a safe or useful 
channel, at least for sailing vessels. There are times 
when vessels of a small draught of water (six or seven 
feet) may take the entrance with safety, but a fresh breeze 
of wind from the southward rises such a swell on the bar 
at the mouth of the channel, as to render it hazardous, if 
not impwaible, to effect an entrance. Steamers of a small 
draught of water mij^t be employed with success during 
moderate weather, though, from what has been seen of it 
hitherto, it is to be feared that even they could not be 
depended on, except during £ne weather. Once inside, 
however, the navigation of the lake and river is safe and 
easy; and should location on the banks of the Murray 
increase to such an extent as to render its navigation an 
object of importance, it will be an easy matter to have 

• MuiT parts of tho countrj, where it ia barren, ara but poorlj 
■apiJledibut the sTtikble tracks are iHTU-iablj found to contain a 
leuonabls supplj of wHter, either on the surface or b; digging. 
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boats to coDvey the produce dowB the river to a dep&t, 
which miglit be formed at the bottom of the lake, whence 
it conld be transported orerland to Encounter Bay, dis- 
tant onlj' a few mileB, where their is ^ood ftochorege and 
facilities for re-shipment for Eag'Und or elsewhere. 

The banks of the MarTay are composed of a fine alla- 
vial depout) capable of producing all the gnuns and fmits 
which can be grown in the other part« of Hie Colony. 
Unfortunately, bowerer, the land adjacent* is ahnost 
nmTerBoUy sonbby, and of little value, unless as pastore 
for a limited noBthw of cattle. AgrieoIturB nmst, there* 
fiwe, become the principal pnrsnit of snch as settle along 
the banks of the Mniray; and, as an ^rieoltnral dis- 
trict^ its ridi BcSl, plentiful supply of fresh water for irri- 
gatioiH if necessary, <md the facility of water carriage, are 
adrantagea which render it probable that, ia a few years, 
the banks of that magnificent riier will be lined with a 
nnmennis and flonrishiBg pc^Nilation. A small settk- 
ment has already been formed, and, as conudosble quan- 
tities of land have been purchased on its banks, more 
Emigrants are likely to follow. And it is not at all 
beyond the bonnds of probabihtyi that, ere long, the 

' Id order to imdentand tfau, and the Hcnliu* fOrmatioD of the 
bsnki of thk rWei, the fblloiriiig aoti, from the pan of Coluwl 
(Hwler, win be awful ta tha mdw ;— 

" The Taller '^ ">* Muttst in ila wbal« length— i. t. for about 
aoo mIIm la Sontb AartraUa, b a boUow, eat Ibreogh a nat 
nsrine fbwil ttraititm, m tfast tbs billB and dUb of mher bank 
Maad ■oostimei oloM to Am KMrgln of tba river, MinietiDiei at 
dlftanoM of ooa or two mile* from it, at deraUoot of Bb«it 300 
feet. The reUe; itself, in lU whole coune, i> from tbree-fonrUlt 



ig flat* of from half a sdle to four and flte ndlM in lengtb. 
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Settl«n in tile "tax west" of New SoQth Walce, will 
find it more advantagaoiiB to mmA thdir ]wodncQ down 
ths Morray, tad recatre back tiieir snpjdiKii; the nine 
dunnel, than to tend to Sydney, ft diabtoce by hod, in 
many «BEei, of 200 to 300 miles. 

Tbe other riTers or strMmi in ScHitfa Atutralia it pre- 
sent known, are the Inmui, Hindmurii, CorrflDcy Creek) 
Torrena, Angw, and Bremer, fitUin^ into Enconnter Bay 
and Lake AlexuidriDa; the Onkapaiinga, Stnit, Torren% 
Upper and Lower Pars, Gawler, Hntt, Light, Wakefield, 
RhiBe, uid Bronghton, falling into, or mnnii^ towards, 
Onlf St. Vincent, with nnmeroiu other minor (treams 
end trjbntariee. 

Tbe Onkiq>aringa River, thoogfa it cannot be called 
navigable, yet maintaine for some miles a deep chan- 
nel, and were the bar at its entrance removed, which 
at present prevents even a- boat from entering, it might 
become navigable for small craft as &r as the township 
of Noarlnnga, aitnate on the great sonth road, a few 
miles from the sea-coast. 

The harbour of Adelaide, which many conliise with the 
RivM Torrens, is not properly a river. It is a creek or 
indentation of the sea, asBnining the appearance of a 
river, and running for upwards of twelve miles iidand, 
hfiving nameraus branches. There are two entrances from 
the sea, a north and a aonth — the northern entrance is 
very shallow — the gonthem contuH de^ water for ten 
ntiles np. Iliere is a sand bar, however, at the entrance, 
on which there is only about sixteen foet water at higb 
water. In the rainy season, the Torrena empties some 
of its waters into the head of the creek, asd hence, I pre- 
sume, has arisen 1jie misunderstanding regarding that 
river, and tbe many contradictory repwts which have 
been made public regar£ng it. 
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The momitiun ranges of South Anstralia consist of 
inuions fomiKtioDB. The Mount Barker Range connets 
of ironstone, oOien of limestone, granite, elate. Sic. Spe- 
dmens of lead, copper, and silver ore hare been diioorered 
in some of thetn. An attempt was made some time ago 
to work a yein of lead and silver ore in the Mount Lofty 
Range, but was not followed up — the Settlen being t«o 
busily employed as yet with the more necessary and cer- 
tain pursuits of farming, to have their attention drawn to 
the hazardous one of mining. 

Slate is found in great abundance, and of excdlent 
quality, especially in the ranges at Wiltunga, some, dis- 
tance south of Adelaide, and has been worked not only 
for home use, but also for exportation to the neigbbonr- 
ing Colonies. 

I have heard that a specimen of coal has been found, but 
nothing like a vein of that usefol mineral has yet been 
discovered. Wood is consequently the universal fuel. 
Limestone and ironstone are plentiful, and easily pro- 
cured. A German geologist has published a list of the - 
minerals, &c-, found in the Colony, among which are 
various kinds of precious stones, &c>, but I do not think 
it of sufficient consequence to publish here. 

I may now allude to the animal and vegetable produc- 
tions of the Colony; but here the reader need not expect 
a learned dissertation on the history, genus, or species, 
of each particular animal, bird, tree, or bush, widi a 
string of Latin names, which not one in fifty would na- 
derstand. My intention here, and indeed throughout, 
is merely to give plain matter of fact information, for 
the benefit of the gener^ reader. 

First, then, as to timber. The tree found in greatest 
alrandance is the gum tree in its several vtuieties. So 
far SB mj observations go, these take their general char- 
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aeteruticB prindpill]' from the soil in wbicb they are pro- 
doeed. Thni, in allnTial flatH, uid along the htuSa of 
stresma and riTcra, is found what is tanned the flooded 
gum— a m^estic-lookiiig tree, witb a ebort thick Btsm, 
wi& imrneiue braaohcB spreadin; lU aronsd, and the 
smaUer boug^ droopiiig towards the ground. This trM 
is of little use exeapt for ornament, and when cot ia ouly 
used as fuel. Then, in drier parts of the coontry,' but 
generally in a good B<nl, is found the red and white gum, 
trees aometiiing of the asme kind as Uie flooded gam, bnt 
mnch taller and thinner in the stem, and Irae of branches 
for a considerable height. This tree is nsefiil for fencing. 
In less froitfal . soils, is found a stunted Idnd of gum 
tree, crooked and deformed, and of little use except aa 
fuel. And in the moontuu ranges grows the magnificeot 
stnngy baric, bmering majestically, sometimce as high as 
100 feet, without a nngle bend or branch, aad nrmount- 
ed by a tufl oF boughs and foliage. Thia is, to the Set- 
ters, the most valuable of all trees. It aplita wi& ease, 
and so straigbt and r^ular is the gnun, that it is made 
into thu), though roi^ boards, with the axe. It is like- 
wise split into posts and rails f<[» fandng, into thin slabe 
or palings for a like pnipoae, and into sbin^ea,^ almost 
universal substitute for slates, in the Australian CtJonies. 
These shingles are from a foot to eighteen incfaea in 
length, four to five inches in breadth, and half an inch 
thick, and form a very good roof. The stringy bark is 
aUo sawn into battens, and other foniu, for roofing, Sec. 
I saw a fine tree of this wood made into a mainmast 
fw a faarqae of between 400 and jOO tons, and thovgh 
ntther heavy, having been put in green, I was since in- 
formed that it gave the otmoet aatiafaetioii to tin eom-' 
mender and owners of the Tesael. 
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The gum tree ia exteniivel}' used for sliip-builiUiig- pnr- 
poaea in New South Wales Mid Van Diemen's Latkl, and 
a few small vesseb hare Ukewbe been built of it in 
South Aostnlia. 

The she oak is a tree which attains only a smttll siz^ 
and is found in abondance in many parts — principally in 
the nndaladng cotintry. It ia sMuetinws nsed in fencing. 
It is cspable of receiving a totj high polish, as ia also the 
gnm wood. I haro seen ornaments and articlea of furni- 
ture made <rf gum and she oak which looked remarkably 
well. They are both, however, very hard to woric 

The pine is found in considerable quantities in some 
localities. It is easily woriced, uid useful. The trees, 
however, ia not attain a laige siie, and they are prind' 
pally used in fencing, roofing, &c. There is no timber in 
the country fit to be converted into deals or boards. All 
anch is imported from England, the Baltic, or Singapore. 
Indian cedar, which can be pnrchased at a cheap rate at 
the latt«r place, is extensively used for flooring and 
finishing houses, and also in making furniture. Althon^ 
cedar is found in abundance in New South Wales, it has 
not yet been discovered in South Australia. 

In addition to the treea mentioned above, there are nn- 
merons varieties of shroba, euch as the cherry tree, the 
mimosa, acada fn^rans, gnm wattle, and many others, 
most of which are very handsome, and some of them bear 
pretty blossoms. 

Of dowers there are thousands of every desci^ftibn 
and hue, from the timid creeping "red-bell" upwards. I 
am not botanist enoogh, however, to describe them parti- 
cnlaily, or to give even the names of many of them. 
They are mostly different from the flowers found in this 
couDtry. It is worthy of not% that, though very beanti- 
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All and variegfttad in ctJonri, moet of the Anstnlian 
flowen are deatitata of amell. 

A apeciaa of flax ia fbnnd growing' in loroa diatricta, 
which I hare been asBnred by a gentieman indmatelf ac- 
quainted with flea and the flax trade of Britain, mi^t be- 
come an article of conaidenble importancs in traffic if 
attended to. SpecimenB of indigenous cotton and other 
[^anta have likewiBe been fbond, but aa yat none of these 
hare been attended to by t^ Settlers. 

Of i^aesea, that named the kangaroo gnus, from the 
animalof that namefeeding on it, ia the moet general. It 
afibrds very natritive food for aheep and cattle when 
growing, uid is likewise cnt in qoantitiee for hay. I have 
rode tiirong^ milee of country where this grass was grow- 
ing as thick and strong as ry^raes in an English hay field. 
To show the abeiirdi^ of remariis which have appeared in 
print ilboat the grass in South Australia growing in tufts, 
and at distances of sometimes a yard apart, I may here men- 
tion tiiat it is no uncommon thing to sea from one to two 
tons of this grasa cut pet acre for hay. The kangaroo 
grass is found in greatest abundance in the hills or un- 
dnladng parts of iha conntry. The Adelaide plains are 
^most destitute of it. 

There is a kind of grass known by the Colonists as the 
" spear grass," which ia a source of mneh inconvenience, 
and at times of oonsiderable lose to the sheep farmer. The 
seeds of Uiis grass are contained in a hnsk which is covered 
with priddes, or Idod of burrs. The blades of the grass, 
too, when ripe, are somethii^ dmiler to the heads of bar- 
ley, eddnng to whatever they come in contact witk 
This grass and its seeds get into the wool of the shac^ 
and it is no easy matter to clear it from them. The Lon- 
don buyers hare itteiy been comfdaining much of the 



tcc.Googlu 



conditiiKi of Mma wools from Australia, (not South AoB' 
tralia particularly,) as beiug muck injured hy this grass. 
Some parta of Soath Austral are quite frw of iti others 
are not. The (miy remedy vhere it exists is, I beUere, 
to shear the abe^ early ere the gnaa ripent. 

Ite* is scarce Miythiug that deserree the oanut of 
fniit found in SoaS^ Australia, or vay pnrt of New 
Holland, naturally. Edible roots are eqeally scarce. 
There are some kinds of small berries which have been 
d^nified with the names of the *' native apple," " cherry," 
ftc, hat most of them are no largor than peas. 

With regard to the ammal creadoo, South AustraUa, in 
common with the other settlements in New Holland, is 
happily free from that econrge, under which many coon- 
tries labour-r-munely, the exiMtaaee of beasts of prey. The 
only animal found ia Anstntlia which is in aay way 
tronblesome, is a kind of jackall, called the native or wild 
dog ; an animal very similar both in appearance and habits 
to the Englith fox. Its attacks are always directed against 
the sheep, and a concnderable d^ree of vigilance is 
necessaiy to preserve them from its wiles. Bnt there is 
no ammal in South AoBtralia which will attack a man- 
ia tact the wild dog is the only animal agaimt which the 
Settlers have in any vay to gnud. There is a pat^ of 
iiannds ia the CoUmj, which the sportii^ gentlemen at 
timee xmase themselves with, in hunting the wild dog. 

Tbe ksngsroo is the largest quadruped found in the 
country. This singular nniaal has already been so often 
described, that it is unnecessary ha« to give a particiilar 
account of it. Kangaroos are found in great Dumbers in 
most of the districts of South Australia ; although they 
gradnally seem to retire into the interior as dviHution 
advances. A kind of honndi something like the Scotch 
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Msg^houtid, is common in the coantry, for hunting them. 
The kangaroo is yery shj, and it is seldom the hmiter 
can get one within ri£e range. Most of them are there- 
fore taken with the hounds. They nwi or rather leap 
at a great rote, and a good horse is necessary to follow 
the chase. The flesh of the animal is excellent eating, 
and at times it forms a considerable portion of the food of 
those in the back settlements. 

The varieties of smaller ».niniiilH are nnmerous — snch 
as the bandicoot, wallaby, oppoesnm, &c., all of which par- 
take of the character and appearance of the kai^;sroo. 
The characteristics of that animal, indeed, seem to be mtun- 
tained throughout all the inferior creations-even rats and 
mice follow the rule which nature seems to have establish- 
ed; and hence the name of kangaroo rets, &c. The 
eldns of the wallaby and oppossum are covered with a 
coarse for, which renders them of some value, and the 
animals are in consequence sought after by the natives, 
who having prepared the skins, sew them together with 
the sinews, and thus form a kind of cloak or rag— 
the only dresa which many of the aborigines wear. 
These rugs are also bought by the Settlers, who find them 
very nseful as a substitute for blankets when travelling in 
the " Bush," and indeed among many of those living in 
the country they supply the place of blankets altogether. 

The kangaroo lives principally in the woods, and feeds 
on grass ; the wallaby burrows in the groand ; and the 
oppossnm (a kind of squirrel,) takes up its abode in the 
hollow puts of otd trees, whence it issues at night to feed 
on the young twigs. RabbitS) though not natural to the 
country, have been introduced by the Settlers, and are 
now found in considerable numbers, especially on an island 
at Encounter Bay. 

s 
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Lizards of Tarions kinds are numeroDB, and of all sizeB, 
from two inches up to tvo feet in length. 

Snakes are by no means nameroiUt although freqneutly 
met with, especially in damp places. They are of Tarions 
kinds, and the bite of some is dangerous. I hare known 
animab die from the effects of tbe bite of a snake ; but 
never heard of a human being being bitten. The largest 
snake I saw in the Colony was about eight feet loi^, but 
the general size is from two to five feet. A small black 
snake is considered the most dangerous. 

There are other reptiles of different kinds. The bite 
of the ceotipede, which is plentiful, is generally supposed, 
hut without cause, to be &taL Of insects there is an end- 
less variety, but thet^ are scarcely any that are trouble- 
some. Indeed mosc|aitOB are almost the only insect of 
annoyance, and except in marshy places, and close to the 
beaks of streams, they are not numerous. They are of 
. moderate size, and in some persons their bite is attended 
with considerable irritation and indammation. On others 
it has no effect. 

The varieties of birds it is impossible here to enumerate- 
The emn or Australian ostrich is the largest. This bird, 
though possessed of a kind of wings, has not the power of 
flying, but uses them to assist it in running. It thos im- 
pels itself along at a rate equal to that of the fleetest grey- 
bound. There are swans in abunduice about the Murray 
and Lake Alexandrina. Wild geese and turkeys are also 
plentiful i and ducks or teal, with other descriptions of 
water fowl, are found in immense numbers about Fort 
Adelaide uid the numerous creeks which surround it, and 
in the neighbourhood of the various streams and laguues 
throughout the country. The omithicus paradoxut 
which seems half dock half mole, is found on the Murray. 
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Cockatoos, bkck wit white, an in thotuandB. Parroti 
«iid puroqnetB in legions, and of erery Tariety, many of 
them of the most beantiiul and Tsri^ated plumage. A 
kind of p^eoD, with beoatifally bronzed wings, whence it 
takes its name, is'met with ; hawks and eagles are occa- 
sionslly seen, though hj no means numeroas. Owls of 
various Idnds exist — the common crow is found in some 
localities, thoi^h not in numbers ; and an immense variety 
of smaller birds, by far " too numerous to mention," some 
of them eimilar to the feathered tribes of this country, 
others not. Most of the birds of Australia, like the 
flowers, are only to be looked at ; few of them sing, and 
those possessed of the richest plnmage emit no eonnd hnt 
a disagreeable scream. 

The birds soi^^t after as food are the emu, turkey, 
dock or teal, and quail — the last mentioned la very plen- 
tiiul at certain seaaona of the year. Fanbts and cocka- 
toos are eatable, hut seldom used as food. The skins of 
Ae swans are valnable for the down. 

The sea and ita branches are prolific in fish. Many 
varieties exist iriiich are unknown in this country, and in- 
deed 1 have Been some species cangjit which would pnzzle 
even a natnraliat to find a name for. Of the more com- 
mon descriptions, the snapper, cod, salmon,* barraconta, 
and a variety of small fish, are excellent eating. These 
are can^t in the harbour and gulfs, and along the coast 
in great numbers. The Aresh water rivers are but poorly 
supplied with fish, and the pleasant amusement of angling 
ia almost unknown. 

Oysters and other shell-fish are procnred in Gulf St. 
Vincent, and the epicures of Adelaide are seldom without 
a supply, 
* In Colonial pHlance m called, from ■ nipposed rMenUauoe to 
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CHAP. III. 
CLDiIATE. 

" Eiqaintc is tbe coolnsa of tlie msnili^ and ettningi — chesr- 
ing the brlBkiioT of the mid-dar mi-. brOUaat the rerelmtJaiis of the 
starrj bon-~'the poetrj of t£e b«atana M n^ttt' Tbero is no 

moonlight mora sJlTerj, wft, ud delidons, tUn the moanlight of 
Madrid." 

The salabrity of tlie climate of Australia ia all bat nai- 
Tenally admitted by tboee who have dwelt in, or visited 
that conntry. In this reeflpctj it is indeed ble&sed beyond 
most places od the earth. Other conntries there are where 
1^ climate is equally agreeable and healthy, tmt few, if 
any, where it is more so. 

A knowle^ of the geogr^ibical position of Soath Aus- 
tralia carries with it the fact that the climate most be 
warm. The peculiar diyoeM of the atmosphere, however, 
and the absence of swamps or fens, which abound in many 
hot conntries, so temper the heat, that it produces httle or 
none of that mervaUng effect on the constitution which is 
generally bronght on by a residence in the East or West 
Indies. Another adntntsge Australia possesses is, that 
the hot is also the dry season. In many countries the 
hottest part of the year is accompanied with torrents of 
rain, which load the atmosphere with moistnre — whence 
arises fogs and malaria, and these again produce fevers, 
agues, &C. The reverse of this is the case in South Aus- 
tralia ; and the consequent dryness of the air robe the heat 
of any unhealthy tendency — it being a well known fact, 
tht^ a much greater degree of heat or cold can be home 
in an arid than in a moist situation, without isconvenience. 

South Australia being to the southward of the Equator, 
has the seasons the reverae of what they are in Britain. 
Thus Christmas, which in England is generally ushered in 
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with frost and soowi and is alwaya aasoinatod wkb a snug 
room and a blazing fire, is mid-Bammer in Anatralla ; while 
the HWBth of July it the depth of the AQBtraliaii winter. 
" Winter," indeed, is scarcely an apjwopriate term — the 
montiiB of June, Julj, and Angtut, being rery difierent irom 
the cold, fileety, or froity months of November, December, 
and January — the winter ytonths of Britain. The Ans- 
tralion winter may be, wil^ better propriety, called the 
" rainy season" — and this is the term generally used by 
the Colonists. Frost and snow, the characteristics of 
winter, are almost nsknown, except in the hill districts, 
where, daring July and August, hoar frosts, and a slight 
epriokling of ice in the mornings are not nnfreqnent. 

The rainy season commences towards the end of May, 
or early in Jnne. The weather gradually becomes cooler 
fi-om March ; bnt it is not till May or Jnna that the rains 
b^;in to come down in earnest. The temperature during 
the months of June, Jnly, and August, generally ranges 
from 45° to 65°. The weather resembles May in Eng- 
land, there being a few fine genial days, followed by two 
or three of almost continued rain. In Ang:ust the rains 
are at the heaviest, and in September they begin slightly 
to abate. This and the succeeding month form the pteas- 
uitest seaeoD of the year. The temperature is delightful — 
one has no occasion for a great-coat out of doors, or a 
£re iu'doors— day aEter day the sun rises in unclouded 
splendour, and sets in streams of golden light— nature has 
|Hit on her gayest attire — the com plats are waving with 
theii crops of wheat — the fields are covered with a mantle 
ef the richest green, interspersed with gay flowers — and 
everything seems bursting into new life under the genial 
rays of the snn, which has begun to retrace its course to- 
vardstfae tropic of Capricorn. A few days of tliis weather, 
e5 
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knd a day or two of nun succeeds — ^which only serve to 
giT€ an additionBl impetoB to T^^etadon — when the son 
«g&in drives away GiB clDodB, and shines forth with re- 
newed briUianGy. It is actually a Inznry to breath the 
tnorning and evening air at this season of the year. Often 
have I strolled about from sanrise till break&et time, 
revelling In the loxniy attendant on a ride or walk in the 
fields ; and at snch a time a person cannot help compar- 
ing the gloomy, cold) and dismal 'ai^>6arance of an English 
morning in Felmiiary or March with the beauties of an 
Anstnlion spring, or even winter mcHning. 

The month of November is a oontinnance of snch 
weather, bnt the warmth gradoally increasing, and the 
rains becoming less plenti(nl. December brings with it all 
ibe beat of summer. In meet seasons there are occasional 
showers dmng this month, but in a dry season it may pass 
without rain. The temperature towards the end of tlie 
month readies its maximnm. The heat of summer is 
tempered by almost constant cool breezes, which blow 
with considerable regularity as land and sea breezes. In 
moderate and r^ular weather, the wind commonly goes 
right round the compass daily. In the morning it blows 
a gentle breese from the east or the north-east, veering 
as the day advances to north aod north>west. In the fore- 
noon tin sea breeze seta in from the west, which as the sun 
declines shifts to south-west, south, and in the evening to 
south-east. In wint«r the winds prevail from north-west 
and west, with occasional gales from the south-west and 

During tlie summer months, South Anstrslia, in com- 
mon with the other parts of the island, is subject to sir- 
occos, or hot winds, regarding which there has been many 
(^nions among scientific gentlemen. Hiese winds blow 
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from the north or north-eut) som^mes laatiD^ for oiWi 
tnd Eeldoro for more thsn two days. Daring this time, 
the wind blows in a continoed rorrent of heated air, some- 
ttmea so hot as to feel disagreMble to the bee, and cans- 
in; a bUstering of the sldn in those who are not accns- 
tomed to face it. The annoyance is increased, too, hj 
clonds of dost, which inTsriably visit the town of Ade- 
laide when a high wind occnre, miaccompanied by rain. 
The dust thus raised is bo fine, that it penetrates through 
erery crerice, so that there is scarcdy a dutt proof home 
in the Colony. Bnt this annt^anee is of conrse confined 
to the denicens of the dty. Even the scorching heat of 
the son and wind is not feh so mncli in the coontry — ^the 
reflection of the ran from the streets and honsM tending 
materially to increase the heat in town. 

These siroccoe, aftw Mowing for a short time, gener- 
ally bring ap masses of clonds from the north, and ere 
succeeded by run, and frequently a thnnder storm, by 
which the atmosphere is soon cooled. Daring the con- 
tinuance of a hot wind, the thermometer yery often rises 
as high as from 100" to 110° in the shade- This may 
appear to be q^oite high enough to be comfortable, and 
indeed it is so; but these are the only really disagreeable 
days of the Australian sumowr, and do not, on the aver- 
age, amoant to more than t^i or twelve days of the year. 

Yet these winds, though exceedingly nnpleasaut, pro- 
duce no bad e^cts be^ad a httie lassitnde, anises on 
extreme ezposnrei or where iocantions drinking of cold 
water is indulged in. As a proof of this, I may mention, 
ib»t I was out on horseback, along with a friend, dnrii^ 
one of the most intense siroccos I ever felt, in the end 
of 1841. The country through which we were travel- 
ling was oa fire, the smoke and heat from which tended 
to angment that of the wind; and to add itOl fartbw to 
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our discomfort, one of our horses was lost in a river 
nfaeD about fifteen miles from any station, and after much 
bboor and fatigne, we were obliged to make the best of 
oar way back to where we started from, with only the 
remaining horse between ns. Yet although we were 
out from sunrise tiU sunset— nding and walking under 
a baming snn — sometimes throngh blazing forests, and 
with a most grievous sirpcco blowing — witboat food, and 
almost without water — our way being through a barren 
flcitib^'neither of us felt anything more than a little tem- 
porary fatigm, which was removed by a cold bath and a 
eonod sleep, and we were botii on horeebock from day- 
dawn till snnset everj- day for a week afterwards. 

The best method of iUnstr^ng the natnre of the clim- 
ate throughout the year, will be to give a summary of 
the results of meterological observations made by sden- 
ti£c gentlemen in the Cdony. With this view I have 
comjMled the ftdlowing table, which shows the highest, 
lowest, and average nnge of the thermometer during 
each month, with the qnantit}' of rain that fell therein. 
It is for the year commencing 1st November, 1S40, and 
ending 31st October, 1641 :— 
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The hottest iaj of the aboTS year was the ITth Dec., 
1840, when the thermomet«r reached 102° at mid-day. 
Thia was during a hot wind, which lasted thronghoat the 
16th and 17th, and was succeeded by a froh breeze from 
the south-west, accompanied by three days' heavy rain. 
On the 24th another hot wind occorred, which was fol- 
lowed on Chiistmas day by a coot breeze and fine weather. 

The coldest day of the year, ending 31st Oct, 1841, 
was the 5th of August, when the thermometer stood, at 
nine in the morning, at 45^; at mid-day at Sl°; and at 
nine in the erening at 43**. For one hundred aadjtve 
da»/» tlie themMHueter ranged at noon from 70° to 60° ; 
and for one hundred and nineteen da^i it ranged from 
60° to 70O; thus showing that, for two-thirds i^ the 
year, the mid-day heat ia-doc«^ Tories from 60° to 80°, 
being similar to fine snnunor weather in Britun. 

The snl^oined tt^le shows, in a dear view, the quan- 
tity of rain that fdl during the three years I was in the 
Colony, with the nnmber of days on whidl it rained each 
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Total!-.. 


103 


19-940 


93 


33>907 


77 


16-666 



Hari]^ spoken thus much r^arding the climate gener- 
ally, it may now be proper U> inquire how the general 
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health of the Coloniats stands, atid whether there ore any 
diseaieB pecnliar to the ctnuitry. la this respect I say, 
without hesitation or fear of contradicdoD, that then is 
nO'diseaSe of any consequence peculiar to South Austra- 
lia— that many dieeases Common in Britain and other 
countries are almost unknown ther^— and that diseases 
incident to, or contrerted in, moist climates, may be, if 
not cured, at least alleriated, by a residence in Sootli 
Australia. I am fortunately in a position to produce the 
testimony of more than one meiUcal gentleman in con- 
tinuation of this statement of my own- 
In the early stages of the Colony, dlarrhisA, dysentery, 
and ophthalmia preruled to a considerable extent among 
the emigrants. The two former diseases were caused 
partly by a change of dimat«, but more particularly by the 
change of diet, on coming from on board ^p — in some 
instances by a too free indulgence in ardent spirits, and 
frequently by drinldiig cold water when the body was in a 
8tat« of per^iration. A number of chiliben and some 
grown-up people fell victims to these diseases, but they 
have now almost entirely disappeared. Ophthalmia was 
caused by the want of proper habitations, the constant 
glare of the sun, and a carelessness in shading the eyes 
while exposed to the solar rays ; bat a case of this disease 
is now of very rare occurrence. 

Fever at one time existed in the Colony, bnt, with the 
exception of a few isolsted cases, it too, is now unknown. 
The first evidence which I adduce to bear out these 
remarks is that of a medical man residing in iho Colony, 
whither he went in search of health. He reached the 
Colony in ^e end of the saminer of 1839-40, when 
South Anstralia was but in its infancy, and in Hay 1842, 
ha writes: — 
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" I soon found that I had come to the Colonj too soon, 
and the priTations I sufiered for the firat year were BDch, 
that bad it not been for tbe deU^tfol climate, I could not 
bare BturiTed them. During the montbe of April, May, 
and June, tbe weather i^peared to me more aerene and 
beautifhl tban anythitiK I bad ever seen. I had looked 
forward with dread to the winter montha, which I expect- 
ed to find very wet and cold. How f^reeably disappoint- 
ed tben did I feel at seeing the firat months of winter 
pHB so pleasantly. An occasional shower, sofficient to 
support T^etation, was the only iatermption to their 
calm serenity. During the nigbt there was generally a 
dc^nsit of dew or boar froet, and on one or two occasioas, 
a thin film of ice had formed upon the water. 

" July brings along with it heavy showers, and towards 
the latter part of it, tbe weather for days together is 
storm]', cold, and wet. 

" The commencement of Augnst is generally cold and 
wet, the temperature averages 61 deg. As tbe month ad- 
vances tbe weather improves ; the showers, though heavy, 
are of short duration ; and in the intervals the sun Bbines 
forth as in onr finest April weather at home. 

" During September and the greatest part of October 
tbe showers, though heavy, become less Arequent, and we 
have spring in all its beauty. 

" Spring at home I bad learned to associate wilb easterly 
winds, colds, coughs, and sore throats, but in Austmlia 
we have it as snug by the poet of the Seasons — ' Spring, 
with its etberial mildness,' six months of the year, almost 
without interruption. 

" Notwithstanding the heavy rains of July and August, 
there are probably not aix days of winter or spring, which- 
ever we term it, between the middle of April and the 
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middle of October, io which an inv^id conld not milk or 
ride out with pleasure. The molBtnra » bo qtucklj ab- 
sorbed by tiie Boil that, in the country, it ia generally dry 
nnderfoot in the interval of Uie showers. 

He thm speaks more particularly of diseases ; — 

" It is a TSry common mistake in this part of the worid 
to gire the name of dysentery to common disrrhiBa-^dis* 
eases totally different. Diarrhcsa is a reUxed state of the 
bowels, an affection which attacks most people landing 
^ter a long sea Toyage, and is owing generally to a chcmge 
of diet. 

*' Be&ffe leavii^ Britain, I remember to have felt con- 
nderable alarm at some statements made there, rq;arding 
the great prevalence of dysentery in Sonth Anstndia, Iibt- 
in^ witnessed the fearfol efiects of that disease in the East 
Indies, but feh greatly relieved when I fonnd the term ttp- 
{died to diarrhoea. 

" The treatment of diarriicea is of a very simple kind ; 
in the majority of cases, tfae disease cores itself, if care be 
taken to avoid all irntsttng; or indtgeetihle matters. 

" Dysentery is regarded as a disease of warm climates, 
but it is fonnd to prevail more in those places where liver 
complaint is a frequent disease. 

" That the climate of Sonth Anstralia is obnozioa»to 
dys«itery there is no reason to believe ; and liver com- 
pkunt seems to be a more rare disease than even in 
Britain. I have been mneh surprised at the very small 
xnmber c^ cases that occur of functional derangeuMnt of 
the liver in this country. 

" Dnrii^ the winter of 1 840 dysentery prevailed in tbe 
Colony, as also fever, by which many were cnt off. The 
canse of the disease lay in the discomfort to which num- 
ben were subjected upon landing, the crowding together 
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at to Tmay in the filthy tmts, vbioh served u dwetli^^ 
at tfait tioM, tk* bttd qulity of ttte breftd, and the wuit of 
Mid and acMoeot food. SincaYegetaUta btwe bean rai—d 
in abnndNio*, Mid good fleur has been Bobatituted for tlie 
tnuh that vwat noder that name two or three yews since, 
diutu* of any kind hat b«en wiy rare. lodec^ 
Sooth Anstnliti may challenge any part of the world in 
punt of mlnbrity-" 

Another medical sun who has tended lome yean in 
the CfAaay ennnKratM the diseases which occur most fre- 
qoantly ae being— nliarrhiaa) bilioos fever, brain fever, ty- 
phns fever thew saaedtnas partaking of the character of 
each other i riteamatianit <qil)thahnia, email wonnds taking 
a sootbatie character, difficult to heal, and chrcmic diseases 
from ""*~"— -rr* cvuea. The fever cases are the most 
important, bat theat are comparativdy of rare occurence, 
aadf whes they do ocoir, have generally been traced to 
ment^ hrritation and dis^)pointment. 

The only otber testimony which I shall add, is that of 
die lUv. Mr. Stow — the aUe and walons pastor of 
die Independent body in Adelaide — who, as such, has 
eonstant opportunities of aacertaining the state of health, 
in his own coogregmtion at least, which is a large one. Mr. 
Stow, aader date the 27th April, 1842, says:-." The 
greater part of the year is ddightfiit — the winter is pleasant 
^-and the antamn BDd spring are, for mild and balmy sweet- 
ness, the perfection of climate. Two or three years back, 
we had fears as to its effect on health, as there was consi- 
derable mortality. Bat onr fears are quite gone. For 
two years past the ststisties- have been most satis&ctory. 
There has been but little sickness and few deaths. As a 
minitter of tteenty years itanding, I can say that I 
hate never had m my congregation, in proportion to 
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numbert, to littlt tiekneu at lince I havt btm A«W' 
We have no epidemics. Djieiiter^ (diuriMm) lometime* 
occnrS) but in isolated, and for the moat part, wdl ac- 
counted for cases. I oeed scarcelj sa^ that to connimp- 
tire persons onr climate promises umA, and tbat in manj 
instances, it haa checked the malad}' and sared the nifiwer." 
It is almost superflaous to add anything to these stale - 
ments. I may therefore merely remark, regarding the 
concluding sentence of the abore extract, that thongfa I do 
not snppose any one laboDring onder a c&nfinsed case of 
genuine pnlmonaiy conanmpdon vonld be cored by a resi- 
dence in Sooth Australia, yet I haTe Uttle doubt life would 
be prolonged ; and anch as nay be pre-di^Mxed to con- 
iumption or asthma, or where the disease is not dec^y 
rooted in the system, might, by carefol attention to cbth- 
ing, regimen, ftc, with great eonfidence look on the cli- 
mate of the colony as the means of prevMiting the disease 
or of sneating its progrctt. I hsTe seen several instances 
of peo[4e labouring under serere asthma, having been com- 
^letdy cured by a residence in the Colony. Colds, the 
origin of so much disease and mortality in Britain, are 
almost unknown in Anslnlia ; notwithstanding the care- 
lessness of many persons, as to clothing, exposure to night 
air, &c I have, myself, repeatedly slept on the ground, 
ID the open Mr, sometimes even wet, and never had a 
cold during the three years I was in South AnatraUa. 
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CHAP. ly. 

THE NATIVE INHABITANTS. 

" Tlw TOidarhic MTaga, 

ig lik* wolf thmnili wood* Id March of food, 

VlwraiHth t' inpport hli niD-ioorolwd iwwUij frame." 

The aboriginal of New Holland tutTO generally, and I 
believe jnatlft ^xea naked u the lowest stop in the scale 
of hnmanitj. They are not onlj ignorant of anything 
rdating to art or sdence, bnt have even no idea of any 
means of procuring food beyond what Natnre enpplies. 
The Red Indian of America has hie bow and arrowi 
iMT his rifle, to kill game — the South Sea blander cul- 
tivatea his yame and bread fruit — the New Zealander 
plants bis maize and potatoesi and rears his pigs — bnt the 
New HolUoder'fl garden consists of the trftcklees forests, 
where only a few scanty roots are to be obtained — and 
he goes forth to his hontii^ armed simply with a slender 
■harp-pointed wand, or a heavy dab, and has conse- 
sequently to depend more on subtlety by taking his prey 
unawares, than on any art of hie own. Still, though bo 
low in the scale of drilization, the native often shows an 
acnteness and sagacity not to be expected in one appa- 
rently so ^noraat. 

The native population of Australia is by no means. „ 
numerous. Wi'thin the settled districts of South Aus- 
tralia, the whole number of aborigines does not exceed 
700. They are divided into tribes, each tribe having ita 
own district of country or hunting ground. Every tribe 
has also « chief, who seems to be generally selected for 
personal conrage or physical strengtii, and who raaintiuns 
his position by force of vms if necessary. 
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The reaeonB to which majr be ascribed eo limited a 
popnlatioii are these: — Continual wars between the rari- 
ous tribes, and quarrels among^ indiridnals; pofygunj; 
illicit interconrse between tiie nuilea and ifemaleai and 
infanticide. In a conntiyi too, wbicb, in its natural state, 
produces little for the support of hnnum life, and where 
its inhabitants hare no knowledge of cultivating the soil, 
they most necessarily be scattered over a great extent 
of country. 

The physical ^^>earance of the aborigines of Sonth^ 
Anstnlia b not generally disagreeaUe. The men an 
mostly well-fbrmed and athletic, and the didbient parts 
of the body fiurly propwtioned. They rary in height 
Inra five to six feet— the aTerage will be nearly the 
■•me as in Europeans. The women are mnch shorter, 
and are not nearly so well formed as the men. Thdr 
features are mostly disagreeable— their bodies slender— 
tiieir 1^ aitd arms attenuated and shapeless. In the 
men, the 1^ and anna are, on the contraiy, well shaped. 
The head is large, and thickly corered with coarse black 
hair — not woolly like the negroes. The ibniwad is rather 
prominent, eyes annk, nose flat and yery broad, mouth 
wide, lips somewhat thidcuwd, which, when separated, 
disclose a set of beantifnlly regular white teeth. The chest 
is full and broad, and the abdomen, especially in cluldren, 
laige. The slda is not jet black, but of a very dark cop- 
per colour. The males are active, and 'walk erect, and 
with a m^estic m«n; the women appear indolent, and 
come crawling along in the rear. The females indeed 
appear more like slaves than aquala— on them devolves 
all the drudgeiy — they have to carry the children, food, 
&c., while the husband walks in front, with no other in- 
cumbrance than his im p tom en ts of war or hunting. 
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' tn their natunl Htsto thej Beldom — the mftles and chil- 
dren especimllj — vtmx »nf dress. Where opoesums are 
ilttnieroM, they make cIobIcb of the skins of that animal, 
which are Ktmetimes worn ; along the sea coast) where 
their food conaiats principally' of fish, they make coTer* 
ings with grail, mshes, or sea-weed. In Adelaide and 
ne^hboarhood, most of the men and womeo are sajqilied 
with some'kind of covenDg, either by Govermnent or by 
prirate Settlers. The men sometimes have a blanket or 
mg, aometiroei part of Earopean clothing. One may 
he seen wearing a shirt, another a pair of trousers, some 
may even be better dad. One day I saw a yonng man 
waScing along the streets, strutting most pomputialy with 
a single white ootlon stockUg on one foot. Another 
time I remember obserring a man whose only article of 
jreaa comsktei of h old bat. 

In the article of food, scarcely anything comes amies 
to ^m. At one season of the year, herbs and roots 
form a great proportion of tbeir Hastenaaoe; at another, 
eggs, and young birds or anitaals, fieb, lizards, ignanos, 
and even snakes; in summer, opossums and the gum 
of the wattle; and at other times yarions small indigen- 
oue fruits, &e. Vegetables are eaten by all indiscrimi- 
natety. Females and young men are not permitted to eat 
animals, or some pai« of tliem; fish, and the female kan- 
garoo, are not«atoa by yoang nnnuuried men; and girls, 
akd women antil the birtli of their second child, are for- 
IntUen to eat opossums and emos. 

In hunting, Tarioua modes are adopted of obtaining 
prey. The kangaroo, emu, fee, are either killed with 
the spear or caught in a net; such animals as burrow 
in the ground are dng out or cangbt in nets; opossums, 
which keep in the trees, are either watched at nigbt, when 
r5 
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■they eome sot to feed, or the^ m emng^t in the holes of 
the trew, whera tbej hide dnrin^ the iaj. Sometimw 
the tree u set on fire, or » fire lighted at its roott notil 
the Miinuilt an obliged to le«T« their htdesi ud they 
then (tU nn^ the nnoTiiiir aim of the bbck hunter, 
whor with ea^ eyes, watches at ibe foot of the tree. 

It maj here be as well to describe the Tariotu imfde- 
ments nied both Ibr war and hunting. The chief inatni- 
Toent i> a Iv^ spear called hj them the winda. It coa- 
sisti of a Htraigfat wand of some hard woodj being &nm 
eight to tmtre feet toi^, and pmnted at one end. Whm 
used for hsntiDgi it is plain st the point; when in battlei 
it is sometunes barbed with small pieces of flint or glass, 
stndc OB with gnm; for fishing, there are boiba ent on it 
for sareral iaehes from the point. This spear ii thrown 
with the hand, but not beyond a distance of ton to fifteoi 
yards. 

A nnaller spear, abont six feet l(»g. called the kaiya, 
is composed of two parts — the lowvr of some hard wood, 
and.pranted— the Qf)per of a piece of reed, or a kind of 
etmb called the grass tree. In throwing this ^Mar, a 
short propelling stick called the miila is nsad, hy whidi 
it caa be thrown with great pracisiiMt a distance of from 
fifty to seventy yards. 

The trirri — geaerally called by the Settlers teaddia — 
is a kind of clnb abont two feet Icmg, hsTing^a. knob 
&t one end, and the other cut in a rode manner, some- 
thing in the form of a screw, to CBsnre a firm hold in 
the hand. WirrU are of Tuioaa siies, and are thrown 
by the hand wiUi great dexterity. 

These are the chief implementa used in Inintii^ or 
fighting. They have a sUeU made ctf the thM^ bark of 
a tre^ with wUch th^ {notect tbemadTes la battle. 
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Tbeir nets, witb «4icfa they c«kh Sib, aad sometimeB 
tuumals, >re made of tbe fibree of pluits, whicb are pre- 
jiered b; dieving, and then raUii^ them into a kind or 
string on the bore tiagb, I h*Te been aatooiahed to wit- 
ness the r^dity with which they will thus mano&ctnra 
a hoe, either kota ika fibrea of plaots or from pieces of 
nUrope. 

In preparing their impIemeiitB, the only tools they 
have— or at least that they had before the urival of the 
white S^len — are Bach u Nature siqipUes. Flint is 
used as a knife, or attached by gnm to a handle, forms 
a kind of hatchet ot tomahawk; and evm shells are 
stwwtimea used as a substib^ lor dint whne the latter 
ts scarce. They mtdce a needle of tlM 1^-bone oi the 
kangaroo or emu. It is used in the same manna- as a 
shoemakn- uses an awL Their thread is made of the 
t«idoB8 <J the kangaroo and olhet aaiewh. 

1%eir dwelli)^ or eaeaH^meots consist of ^ght tem- 
porary erections, forming aotiiiog more than a kind of 
hre^-weather. In summer, these hots or vmrliu are 
compoeed of a few branches laid npon each other, frarm> 
ing a soaioircle. Ib winto^ the^ aw mtwe particnlar 
with tlieir dwrilinga. They «ect a kind of hut sirni* 
lar to the hatf of a bee-hiTe, formed of branches, having 
de iocnsdcea filed up with bwk, gross, and mud. The 
erections are mde and airaj^ easily bnih and as easily 
4eBtroye^ A permanent residence is ut^own among 
l^en — ^thes scjown in any place seldoai ^Lteoding to 
more than a month or ox weeks. 

They thus wander abont the country) sometimes in 
tribee^ WMneth&ea in iJamiliea. At times the tribe wiU be 
scattered all orer tha eountry, but they fre^oeatly come 
together and eacait^ in one place, hx the efeaiogs they 
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fonn in groups and aouYene together, and loinetimes 
perform tha Corroherie, la the morning tiie young 
and Ttgnrona start oot in Tarioos directionB in March of 
■uppliet — the nuJe after animal, the female aftw vega- 
taIiie,fbod. 

OccaiitHudlj diffwent tribes asMrable together, some- 
times for conviTiality, sometimeB for war. If Ibr the for- 
mer, and aaj are Strangert to each other, tkej undergo 
a formal btroduction their lineage and country being 
brieflj described bj the older men. They then meet 
together in the evening and have « Corroborie. If as- 
■embled for the pnrpoee of war, certain ceremonies, which 
it is imposnble to describe, are gone throng^ in the even- 
ing, both tribes afipearing in the war paint, and irith thc^ 
arms. The tvo tribes meet each other, and seem, from 
their gestures and language, to speak coDtemptuoosly of 
one another, until they raise themselves to a terriUe pitch 
of excitement, uttering the most horrid yells, and throw- 
ing their bodies into vsrions postures, quivering their 
spears, &c. They then part for the night—each tribe 
performs the war dance — and at day-light next morning 
the battle takes {dace. Sometimes these eng^ements 
arise oat of qnarrele r^srding women — sometimes out of 
old fends — and frequently, it is said by those wdl ac- 
quainted witii their customs, for no other purpose than to 
show the activity of die young men. 

In battle, every one appears in a state of nudity. The 
breasts, bdly, l^s, and face, are painted with bdts of 
white paint, some of the lines crossing the diest, others 
running down the legs as fiu- as the knee. 

There are many peculiarities about their customs and 
hdnta with wMdi Europeans are not yet acquainted. The 
Comiorie, in particokr, hu been by some said to be a 
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ral%iow oerMBonj', and hy otlMn impntoil to difietut 
tbings; bid I beliavfl it k now pretty w«ll ucertuDad tint 
4t IB DMNlf ui ■mmemeiit. Any dNcriptxm of tldi cn*- 
mony wonU give but a T«ry bint idaft of iri»t it mJty ii. 

Of thnr other cerenKnies but little ia yet kDmrn. The 
male* put throo^ Uiree difierent etagce, axA mdi of 
thoM ii mariced by a Gomepmidi^ ceremony. 

The firtt stags, from childhood to boyhood, takn ^aee 
sboot the ago of ten yean. It i> called mh/a kwidorH, 
and condsta in the body being coTered with Uood, drawn 
frqia the am <£ an adnlt> Thu aaemi to be introdnetory 
to the Moond st^ which ia arcaiadmtm, and irtiich ia 
per(i»med wiwn the fvma has readied his 13th or 14tfa 
year. When tbis qieraticHi is pofanned, the btad is be- 
smetred with grease and odre, a»d m bend tied ronnd it, 
in which ia fixed a tuft of fieatberB^ sod tbia is worn nntil 
the person has recovered from the efiects of the opentioa. 
These ceremonies serve u a kind of imtistion into the 
priyil^te of manhood— the pers(» is now permitted to 
use the virri and the ktubta mtuntgrnUa (a kind of toy), 
and to weu dw gudnot or poUic corering. 

The third ceremony is called wilgmrrit, and cmtnsta in 
tatooii^; the breast, back, and aho«lder8. The pereon 
is now anpposed to have arrived at manhood, is a warrior, 
and allowed the use of all their weapons and toys, and 
permitted to marry. He ako reoeiTea a girdle of human 
hair, which he wears rotmd his waist, and which msiks 
him as a man. Amopg tome tribes drcamoRon is not 
inacdsedi and a rita is snbsdtiiled fer it* whidi consista 
in beemearii^ the whole body with grease and red ocber. 

Polygamy is petmitted am<mg them, thon^ it is bat 
seldom a man has more than one wile. I have seen some 
bow«vsiv who had two, and mm three witss. I. sm not 
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hlnn that there is any ceremony of marriage, klthough 
this, I belivre, is sppliabte only to eome tribes. In war, 
it is cnstomary for tbe yonn^ men of the Tictorioos side 
to possess thenuelves of the yoang women of the oppw- 
iag pnty, and to make vires of them. EQioald any re- 
■istiuice be offered, the conqaeror is yerj uncn«monious, 
and does not hesitate to ^Te his intended a knock, any- 
dung bat gentle, with his wirri. He then carries her off 
M a trophy of victory, and tlie woman lives peaceably witb 
him afterwards. 

Religion does not seem to exist among them in uiy 
form whatever. They have no conc^oo of a Diety, or 
Any "Great first canse." Still dure is some kind of 
dresd entertained respecting spirits, or bad men, which go 
abroad at night. Deadi, in partiedar, is supposed to be 
a man of a, short, (hick, ud ngly appearance, and having 
a dis^raeshle smell. They have no idea of a creation — 
they seem to think that some things originated of them- 
selves, and that tbeae had the power of making others, or 
of trans&Hming themselves into oUmts. It is said tiiat they 
have an indistinct ids* of a fntnre state, and imagine that 
aftw death they ahaU be trwuformed into little birds, and 
other ah^MS. I have also been told, that when they mw 
the white people arrive, they imagined that they were the 
spirits of thor forefsthere come back to see the conntry. 
Many ceremonies are need in interring a dead body, and 
the bearers o( it, in gcang to the grave, frequently stop, 
make a drcla round, and then walk on agun. What 
these rebte to, is, I believe, unknown. In some parts of 
tbe conntry, tiw dead bodies are depouted in the trees — a 
place being formed in a deft, wherein the. body is laid, and 
it is then covned over with leaves and green branches. 
In other ^ncee, the body is placed on n kind of stag«, 
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rormed of baa^hE, «nd aAer renutning in thit poution fb( 
a oertwD time, it ia consumed, along with the atagt^ hf 
Sre. Other tribes inter the dead bodiei in the |Toond. 

Thej think to counteract the influence of the had meil 
who pomesa supernatural powera, by charms and other 
magic eTolntlona> for which purpose there are among 
them professed sorcerers, called marra-warra. Iltese 
persons are also supposed to possess the power of making 
rain, thunder, &c>, of causing or curing sickness, of eB* 
chanting rivers so as to render the water poisonous, and 
have otherwise g;reat influence among the blacks. 

Disease thejr attribute to Termin or sorcery, and the 
cure is moetlj attempted by the latter. With them the 
medical maxim rimilia timilibiu curaniur is enter- 
tained, and tbey accordingly endearour to counteract the 
^fects of ma^ bj appljing the same as a cure. Bleeding 
is Bometimei resorted to, and at other times the pained 
porta are submitted to friction, and bathed with cold 
water. 

Their Ideas regarding the heavenly bodies are singular, 
and peculiar to themselves. They believe that the sun, 
moon, tod stars, were at one time inhabitants of this 
woild, and that they have acddeatally dutoged their rai- 
dence, although ^\«y now live in the same state of society 
as b^re. The mora they suppose to be a mal^ and the 
sun his wilis. Some of the stare are dogs belongiiy to th« 
moon. He Pleiades are girls — Orioiit boys; the meteoric 
Ugfats are supposed to be orphans. The southern lights, 
tiiey imagine, portend disesse; and an eclipse causes death 
ukd dastmction. 

The language of the aborigines is very divarsifled 
thronghont the whcde of Australia. Almost every tribe 
kai a dialect peculiar to iiMli. Tribes living within fifty 



miles of each other, oftan cwmot bold interconne together. 
A few specimena of the dialect ^M^ea in the aeigbbonr- 
hood of Adelaide maj not be uniatercetii^ here. 

Pbokodkb — 1st Pkhsorai- 
__ •laenux. DDiL. nviAL. 

NoM. ti Ace— JV^OK, I ud ma A'fodlt, w* two rf/aiBa,we 

2d Pzrboit. 
N. fcAcc— ^'rmiii, Uoii,lhe« tilwa.jou two Mi, 70U 

3d Pxrsoit. 
H. & Ace— Pb, he, ilM, It Pwta, tinj two Porno, they 

The Bonn snbstantivee form the diief bang, there being 
derived from them terenl other parts of speech, as — 

Ifydo, fog, dtrloMU Itadia madia, duk, Uadla madlaitandi, 
tbggj to become dork 

Kuimga, destli JTitMiiwura, KnimsaMnnidi, to die 

mortiCsrooi, 

The radical part of the verb occnn gvoenllj as- a 
verbal noun, which, hy affixing certain particles, is made 
into a verb, and forms thus the tenses, moods, and ntodi- 
ficatioos. 
Horka, UmwtatioD Hurkiingwa, lament jonti 

Hurkiodi, lAdteqtiDg .»..-....- - . 

Moriii, iBmeoted 
Ufiik^ han tanuBted 
Murkata, iluU lanent 

Moika, iMuat Aon 

Instead of prefixes tiiey have poe^xa and postpositions, 
hj which these relations are axprwsed, as— 
NiiuUitjs, to thee (goiiw) | Kanum*. ia Oe pat 

Ifg>ttaltw,ta[ne,towBrd>,agvn*t Tiodongga, In tba bag 
UlatjertlU^ in the ant WtrUaaiM, to the boiue (gotog) 

Paatarrilla, ia, opOD tkaterritoTj I Tartuma, to tbe oo^Btrj 

The nameials consist oniy of— 
Kmaudl, ooa J Munkntje, a few ; loim 

Furiaitja, two | Tauat*, manj 

Tlie mnlUple is expressed by the termination — Inkko, 

Knaadakko^ oae* t PariadaUo, twke, In. 



HotkattoU, LMt lanunt 
MmitUti, do iH ' 
MoAatttja, t( 
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. It will b« seen from the forgoing remarks that the 
Australian natives are sunk into a dreadful state of igaO' 
mace. To endeavour to enlighten them and bring them 
into a state of dviUzation, was a matter to which the at- 
tention of the founders of South Australia was early 
directed. For this purpose, as well as to watch 
that the whites should make no aggressions on thenii 
a person was appointed and paid by government to attend 
solely to the aborigines. In endeavouring, however, to 
make them forsake the customs or traditions of their 
forefathers, many difficulties stand in the way. Their indo- 
lent habits are deeply rooted. As they have been accus- 
tomed hitherto to obtain a living without much bodily 
exertion, they do not relish the plan of digging in the 
ground to raise food. Many of them wiU carry wood or 
water, or perform other little jobs for the settlers, for a 
|uece of bread or a copper coin ; bnt they act as their 
own masters, are very indepeudent, and leave off whenever 
Uiey feel inclined. One or two have of late been induced 
to remain about the premises of the settlers, and have 
been found of considerable use ; but they cannot be trust- 
ed to remain. I had a very active boy with me for some 
time, who, when he choose, could work well, bnt took 
lazy fits at times. I had him dressed in cast-off clothes, 
and he used to strut about and call himself by my name ; 
but when hie companions were going out on a hunting 
expedition, he would take himself off, sometimes telling 
me he was going, at other times taking French leave. In 
two or three days be would make his sppesmnce again in 
a statA of nudity. Thus, however well they may b« 
treated and fed, they always retain a longing after their 
uncontrolled life in the Bush ; and some of the natives 
of New South Wales, who have for years Uved vnong 



tcc.Googk 



70 

the whites and become civilized, lutTie at last taken them- 
selves to the woods antE become- wilder than ever. 

It Beeme, th«efore, to b» almost: nsdess to endeavonr 
to reclaim the grown-up part of the bhick pe^idation. 
The only mode whidi is ttkely to be socceBifbl, is ta at- 
tend to the children, and Beparnte th«n as much as poeai- 
ble from the adults, and thus prevfflit them from learning 
thMr habits. This seems to present the only meaos of 
reclaiming them from their sarage statei The ftdlnwing 
extract from the report of the protector of the aborigines, 
made up at tb^ctose of the y«ar 1842; will fitiovr what 
{»>^ress has been made in this respect : — 

•• Tha ftrat step taken towards their improTement WM, to acquire 
a knowledge of tbeir la^ofga, n m to gain m imight into their 
cteracter, balritoi la«r), add prqailraes. The uait Uap wa< to in^ 
duce them, bj eiampte and perauaejon, to adopt regular emploj- 
ment, aod to erect filed and more subatsntial habitatlcos, in Ih* 
neighbourhood of which laod Ibr caltiration was apportioned ; and 
the auooen baa bean aa Ibllbwa :— l^ej have anieted In orecting 
fiTSDottaeei, and a aUtbfaaa bees, erected *Ith but rarj litHe aid 
from faropeanB. la 1630 aod l&iO the; had oaeacre of ground 
under cultiiaUon, and at the present thne thej hare a plot of 
ground (three acres) onltlrated bj themaelrei, apon which potatoes, 
carroti, maiza, aad melens are mw growing. 

" As tha language beoame acre geaerall; koavn, and iacililjes 
aiForded to conienatioa, tbej were- spoken to trom time to time 
upon moral and reUgiona aubjects. On the 33d of December, 1899, 
a school for the children waa connnenced, and since UM period tbej- 
hare been unmblad aa legularlj as praotioabla. la ISWi thej 
were uaembled two bundled and aightj'aii. da;*, and out of fOTt]- 
□ne children that were in Adelaide, the arerage school attendance 
was eleren d^lj. In 1841, from Januorj 1st t« June 30th, the 
aTerage ettsnduioe waa afnetean daB;. At the end of June 1S«I 
4%ere ware fanrteeo that hnaw the i^iabet, tMrtaan that aoold 
read inaD<rijllalilei, tan po^jllabla*, aol write apon the slate or 
paper; six knew the rale of addition, and two that of multiplication. 
Rince the Sdof March, the girlahaTcreceiTed aewing lessons fiMm a 
number of ladies, chieSj WeslejanB, who Mt intererted in the lm> 
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promnent of then people. Tba progteu mads ladir tbe tuition 
ot these lealous ladioi baa been atiatBiAoij and eocoDraging. 
tSgtit ot the children are able to repeat the commandineiita, and 
utmt* tba iitUtr} of tlM orsidoii, hli ot onf flrtt parenU, Cain's 
fntriidde, ttasddttge, partkmaof earl; JmvUi hlstoTj, the adf est 
of our Iiord, aeTsral of bu miraclea, the dodriua of rsMirrectioii 
and final judgment, 

"The «dutt< me amt!h more Inacceuible for religloitB loatnic- 
lion ttea tbs tikihlreD ; tiny we utnraUj proad and wbe in their 
own astimatiM, aod axpiati AeswdTee perfecti; satisfied irith the 
traditions of their focefalher*. The; oan scarceJ; be iuducud to 
accompanj the ahildren to the preaching of the Gospel on the Sal>- 
bath ; on some Sabbatfaa b few attend, whlUt on otherg not a singla 
adalt, mala or tannle, ai^ean. Odt of the fint tirentr-sii Sab- 
baths of thiajeor, the; hara been inieaihled twoiw, and the areraga 
attendance has been twentj-three adults."* 

It becomes a matter of much importance to ABcerttun 
the disposition of the aborigines of a new Colooy, whether 
friendly or otherwise to the Settlers. Most of the Colo- 
nies founded by Briton and other European powers have 
been mai4ced by bloodshed. The native inhsbitaDta of 
the country were generally of a ferocious character, and in 
too many instances, their jiaturally fierce and warlike die- 
position was a^ravated by oppression or inroads by the 
whites. Collisions thus occnrred, and many of the Bri- 
tish Colonies have been founded and mdntained st a great 
sacrifice of human life, or the extirpation of the original 
inhabitants. In this respect, South Australia forms a 
favourable exception. It is true, ctJlisions have taken 
place occasionally between the blacks and whites &i>d lives 
have been lost on both sides ; but these have been mostly 
isolated cases, and have never been followed by any gene- 
ral outbreak, nor is there any danger to fear that such 
will be the case in future. The disposition of the natives 
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in and aroaod Adelaide, is decidedly friendly to the Set' 
tiers, uid bo long as government exercises a strict Mtrvetl' 
lancQ over all inroads upon their righte> or aggressions on 
their persons, there is no danger that distarfaances wilt 
arise. The tribes in the interior are not always so friendly 
disposed. Conflicts between orerland parties and some 
of these tribes have frequently occurred, althongh the ob- 
ject of the latter seemed to be a desire to obtain possession 
of the stock, rether than to take the lives of the party. 
Where they conld not otherwise obtain their desire, they 
did not hesitate, howerer. to take human life. Even 
within the settled districts, several instances have 
occurred of murders having been committed by the blacks 
while endeavonring to possesB themselves of the property 
of the Settlers. Snch instances have been visited with 
prompt punishment by government, and means taken to 
explain to the blacks that every instance of aggression, 
either in the lives or property of the whites, would be 
severely punished. In 1839, two black men were execut- 
ed for the mnrder of two Euglish shepherds. The execii-- 
tion produced a strong impression on the minds of thff 
other blacks, and since that time there has been no life 
taken by them in the neighbourhood of the capital. Dur- 
ing the two following years, 1B40-41, two natives were 
chained with attempts at murder, bat discharged by the 
Supreme Court. Dnringthe same period nineteen others 
were chatted with minor oJTences, as stealing potatoes, 
melons, &Ct and assault. Seven of these were sentenced 
lo imprisonment for periods of one to four weeks ; the 
othera were acquitted. 

The tribes inhabiting the country around Adelaide, and 
all to the southward and eastward as far as the Murray, 
are known to the Settlers, and live amicably among^ thetn. 



C.Google 



73 

There is & tribe to the north which has yet had bnt little 
intercoiirae with the whites, and the squatters at the oat- 
etations are sometimes liable to inroads from them, and 
occasionallj a few sheep haYa been cairietl off. As they 
become more acquainted with the Settlers, and are made 
aware of the pnnishment which follows crime, it is proba- 
ble that they will become as peaceable as the others. 

The " Adelwde Tribe" generally take np their quar- 
ters on the park land adjoining the river, and some of 
them are always to be seen abont the streets of the town. 
On the Qiuai's birth-day Uie whole of the neighbouring' 
tribes are assembled at government house, and feasted on 
roast beef and pudding ; while blankets and larions articles 
of dress are distributed among them. The governor 
dsnally addresses them through the interpreter on snch 
occasions, and in this manner a friendly intercourse is 
always kept up. 

[NoTB. — In tbs fercgofng chapter I hare introduoed ths lub- 
(tanoe, md in > b» inManoas, tbe wordi, of a rsport made and pob* 
lilhed in tbe Colonj bj (he Fiateotor of tbe Ab«ifliiiM, and the 
German mueionaries, vfao being in daily intercourae with the 
itatiTei, hare, of conrse, better opportmiitieB of becoming acquainu 
ed with their chuacter, lubits, and mutomi, Umo any oUier Indin- 
duali. FortheibortspeoiAenioftbsli-langaage.udaoaalderable 
portion of that irbich reUtea to their customi, &c., I am indebted 
to that report.] 



...CoDgli: 



*• Then all •round mu houd the oraih of (reu— 
Trembling a irbil«, then rushing to the gronad — 
Tbalow of ox, and rtionti of men irho fired 
The bnuhwood — or who tore the earth with ploughs; 
The grain eprsne thick and tall, and hid in green 
The blwikaned hill aide— noks of ipikj maiie 
Jtoae like a hoat embattled— the buck wheat 
WhHeoed broad acrea, aeenting with Iti flowsn — 
Tin Autiunn winda." 



I CAK scarcely imagiaa a more interMtiiig scene tbim to 
obserre a coaatiy in the conrae of being rescaed from a 
state of natare— than to see the trackleas desert tranS' 
fonned into cattle mns end corn fields — and allhoug-h the 
emigrant who ventures into the wilds has much hard work 
to encoanter, and many privations and hardships to under- 
go, jet the novel and interesting position in which he is 
placed, combined with a certain looking forward to some- 
thing better, assist materially in keeping np hit spirits, and 
encouraging faim to persevere. And when he has once 
eurmoanted the difficulties of a first settlement, he usually 
finds himself well repaid for whst sufferings he may have 
endured. The forest gives way to his axe — his flocks 
and herds increase rapidly — and he sees growing np 
around him, not only an abundance, bnt a superfluity, of 
the " good things of this life." 

In wandering about through various parts of Sooth 
Australia, soon after my arrival in that Colony, when man 
bad not yet begun to wield the axe or follow the plough, 
often did I nraae on what a field was presented for labour 
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and industry ; and or visiting the same places a year of 
two after, I have, in many cases, found the scene so 
changed, ae to be barely recogiiisable. The grass, which 
then spmng only to wither and rot, is now cropped by 
flocks of ^leep and herds of cattle— plots of the beaatifhl 
green sward have been torn op by the plough, and are 
seen covered with crops of waving g^n — the original 
quiet solitude is disturbed by the meny ring of the 
blacksmith's anvil and the carpenter'B hammer — the nni- 
formity of the far stretching plains is relieved by scattered 
cottages of the Settlers — and the ever-^reen but dresiy 
forests, which then only echoed to the howl of the wild 
dog, the screech of the paroquet, or the yell of the savage, 
now resomid with the bark of the ^epherd's dog, the 
bleating of sheep, and the lovnng of cattle. 

In this manner I have witnessed the greater portion 
of the settled districts of Sonth Amtralia colonised. I 
have seen the plains and forests around Adelaide changed 
from their original desolation into a continued mass of 
forms — some thousands of acres bearing their first crops 
of wheat, maize, and barley — while the more distant parts, 
in which nor track nor trace of humwi being conld be 
found when I first rode through them, I ultimately saw 
sprinkled with sheep and cattle stations, with occasion- 
ally a field of com. 

When I arrived in the Colony in March, 1839, culti- 
vation of the soil (beyond gardens, and a few patches of 
wheat and maize), had not been attempted. The first 
selection of country lands having been delayed until May, 
1838, and the seed-time being May and June — previous 
to which the land had to be fenced in and tilled — 1839-40 
was, of necessity, the first available season. Ihiring that 
aeasoa a sofScient amount, of surAice was got under crop 
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to tmt the capltbilities of the Boil, whid), np to tliis time, 
were unknown. The result prored sittisfactory; and emi- 
grants oontiniiiDg; to >mTa from England and Scotland 
in laj^ numben, and Barreled land being now plentiful, 
dltring the succeeding season of 1S40-41 agriculture 
operationa were prosecuted witli considerable vigour — so 
much 90, that the quantity of land placed under cnitiTation 
aioonnted to oevAy 3000 acres. 

A fiuT cMnmwcemeat being thus made, the fiumere, 
encouraged hj what eiqwrience they had obtained, pro- 
oaeded with ao mudi spirit, that in the third eeaeon— 
naUMly, that t^ 1841-42, the quantity of land under bear- 
ing WB8 oeaily trd>led^no less than 8168 acres having 
bean laid under crops of wheat, barley, oats, muze, and 
potatoes, as shown in the fn^owing table, which com- 
priiea an account of the several rural districti, with the 
particulars of the crqtped lands in each ; — 
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At the moment I write, the remits oS the seastHi 
1642-43 are not known in tins country; but from ob- 
-semtiont made preriow to my dqwrture froni the Col- 
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tmy, wtiich are borne out by intelligence received Bince, I 
feel nesared that there would be an increase of «t least 
50 per cent, on the previous year, and that the breadth of 
land under gnaa would amount to not leas than 12,000 
acres, which, if the season was iaTonrable in an ordinary 
decree, would yield suppUes of food beyond what would 
h« required for home consumption. The latest advices 
from the Colony contains favonrable accounts as to the 
prospects of the horrest, and tftak confidently of an ex- 
port of grain taking place. 

The ra[Hd prr^ress of agriculture during the years 
1839, 1840, and 1841, will be best understood by a refer- 
ence to the following table, showing the quantity of land 
brought under cnltivation> each year, from the commence- 
ment of the Colony : — 
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I have already mentioned, that a great portion of the 
vallies and of the undulating country in South Australia 
. eonusts of a deep black mould, and in other places of a 
reddish soil. This is all of the richest description, bein^ 
oioatly composed of a deposit of T^etaUe matter, formed 
fay the withering of successive crops of rank grass, or by 
the residaum of the grass when it has been burnt. In 
the Bnmmer season the nadvea often Gr« the grass, in 
order to facilitate their hunting operations, and thus many 
milea, both of tha mountaioB and vallies, are yearly sub- 
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jectod to thaw conflagistHi&e. The burnt matter th»a 
Hsunmlatad for mtaj yean, nay ceatBriea probnUf, tai 
Wgiaeiited by tlw waeluBgB troet tbe IhUe in the winter 
nuBtiw, bm iiarated k lieh alluTul dqtoaU, in nu^ 
fkea MtBft feet in depth. This avi a rery mam^, aMi 
cf^eUe g[ fnodasiDg alawet tay ieuaiption of 4»«p. 
Other perta at the ametrja eeftaaiiy the piuna, sooh as 
thoaa Anwad Adeludci, «i« «oii^ose<l) as I Blrettdy imh- 
tieoed, (rf a staiy ktua, which though not to ri^ as the 
black Mil, yet bearB good crops, aad is folly aa well fitted 
far soma kindSftf grsia ha the riefaer jwrts. 

The ^aiBs of Adelsids were «t me tine tnned bj 
naaiy pHtiee bwren ; indeed, « iktaed AusttBtiait explorer 
gave it SB his opinion tiut th^ wonld ttot ^<oduce crops. 
This idea, however, was soon prored to be falliciouft, by 
the nost i nc o nt es tibl e endesoe ; and I presume even the 
gentlera^ motioned has seen reason to change bis 
o|HnioD, as he is now occnpying a farm on those very 
plains, and ii earnestly prosecuting the cnltivation of its 
seal with anccess. 

Having premised thns much regarding the progrtn of 
agricnltnre and tiie nature of the soil, I may now proceed 
to describe the AmtraKan mode of cultivation, and enu- 
merate the various crops grown in the Colony. 

Having obtuned a section, or sections, of land, the first 
step taken by the Settler i»«paratory to coltivationi is to 
fence it, or so much of it as his means or incUnation may 
permit. The most common mode of fencing is with posts 
and rails— that is, strong upright poets, having two, three, 
or four hoTUOOtat rails morticed into the uprights. These 
are made of s^it stringy bark, or gam wood. Many 
sections win supply a sufficient quuitity of timber for 
fencing purposes ; where Vxb is not the case, the nearest 
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hillfl viU gaaenUy be found to tmOtia sn tUrandaoe^ 
wbich th& Settler hue only to cut and carry sway. Some 
pttrtiee eoRBtruct rough fences irith bmncbes of treee^ bar- 
iog the ends stack ia the groond, and forntif^ a kia^ of 
ehetrtn€» dff fri$^. Another ^en te^ently aclopted, i» 
to dig a treoeh or diti^ round the field, forming a bank 
of the earth; mi, in some caaesi a eit^le rail is ran inand 
the top of t^ bank. IIhs deacription of fence efeetn^y 
protects the crops from the smnnier fires, by which per- 
done of oi^roteeted crops are sometimes destroyed. 

The cost of fmei^ varies according to the kind of foiwe 
adopted, tira facility with which timber is obtained, ftc. 

The next step is " dearing," if necessary ; but in a 
gnat many easee tlas is not t^qmute— t^ land hemg 
natvnl^ dear of timber, and reatfy for the plovgh as soon 
as it is- feBced> Where this- ie not the eaee, the dearii^ 
wilt pr^nUy go oa siiBBlteiieoDsly with the fenoii^, the- 
bneB being etit ttp for poets Hid rsils. D^ging the tree» 
np by die root is the only effeetual mode of desring i but' 
if t&ere is not IJme for Sim, the trees are cut and bomt, 
or remoTed for fneH aHbwing the roots to remain nntil 
Biter the first barresti when more time can be afforded to 
get ^em ont. la some instaoeee die ritahty of liie trees 
is merdy destroyed by making an ineieion throngh the' 
berk all round; b«l the sooner Hiey are wholly remored, 
with the pindpel roote, the better, 

IHot^^g is tHe next' step. Bidlodcs are nhncnt uni. 
Tsnafiy ased for this ami other pnrposea of dranght ; and' 
the eommon Scotch plough is the fimnuite. In ordi- 
nuy s(d» four bniloobe are pnt to the plmgit. Besides 
tlte ploaghmaa, a boy is^ reqniictt to drire the buBecks. 
OaAvemock easier aad ehe»p»to keep'thas hmveo, 
as they are iovariably tnmed eat to feed at night when 
vnyokai', and brwigbtin tftta in th» monm^.. Their 



Jceep liiiu costs actiullj nothiiig. They may not do eo 
mncb work as horseGj however, but for brcBking up land 
thej are inrariably preferred. For other draught pur- 
poses they are also infinitely superior to horsest eapedally 
in the conntrji where roads are scarce or had. Bullocks 
will proceed with their dray through wooda, over hills, 
and through the wildest country, where horses would 
be useless, or where they would destroy the dray, and 
prohably endanger tiieir own lires. 

In breaking up the soil for the first time, it is generally 
tilledf if practicable, the season before the seed is sown, 
and allowed to remain fallow until the ensuii^ springi 
when a cross ploughing is found to ensure a good crop. 
It has been found that Uie Boil never produces well the 
first season, if only once turned up. I have seen many 
instances where on a once tilled soil the crop was almost 
a complete failure ; but the second and succeeding crops 
produced abundantly. Plwighing is commenced as soon 
after the heat of summer is over as possible, and con- 
tinued for the various crops throughout the rainy season. 

Wheat, as in most other countries, is the most impor- 
tAnt crop. It is sown in the end of April, and during 
May and June. If later than June, it is apt to' be caught 
and b%hted by the hot winds ere it reaches maturity. 

Barley is sown about the same time, or soon after 
the wheat. Oats are not cnltivated to any extent, except 
to be cut green as food for horses. Although the climate 
and soil are well adapted far the growth of wheat and 
barley, it doea not appear that oats will thrive well in 
most parts of the Colony, and therefore their cultivation 
is less attended to. I hare seen extraordinary crops 
of oat straWf but the grain doas not come to such per- 
fection as it does in colder climes. 

Jn September and October the maize or Indian corn is 
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|)l«ated,»iid|rrovB<lani%H<'Bi»«r> PotatoM are tinted 
in tlw low coontiy dsiui^ Jnoe and July ; ud in the 
npknd dutricts at Tariosa timeB. Indeed, I bdiere, this 
valndble root may be planted at almoat any period throngh- 
ont tbe year when rain falls- I have seen tvo crops of 
potatoes grown on the une laad between August and 
March. 

The barvect commences in the end of November, and 
extends tbrongh all December. Wluat and barley ripen 
vwy nfMlly, Mid tbe climate being ao dry, tbey reqinre to 
be pnKitptly reined, and are g«BientUy ready to be slacked 
almost as soon as cat The maice hurest does not come 
OD until Maich. The summer cr<^ of potatoes are 
gathered in April— the wintw crops in NoTember and 
Deeembor. 

Yiimt, in moat soils and situations, produces heavy 
oropb Fifty bushels, or upwards of six quarters, have 
frequently been re^ed per acre> This isi however, iar 
above the average, which ranges firom 25 to 30 bushels 
per acre> 

Sonth Aosbraliaa wheat is OC £ne qmdity, and weighs 
on the averagie rather more than that [»^tduced in Bug- 
land or Scotland. Tbe bread made from it is very fine, 
and indeed the bakers generally mix vritb the flour a por- 
tion of Van Diemen's Land or Indian flour. Tbe biscuit 
ised on board tbe ship in whidt I came to this ccmntry, was 
Weed in Adelaide, of South Ansta-aliaa £onr, and it was 
pronounced by every one on board to be siqierior to any 
laa biscnil tbey had seen b^ore> 

" Smut ' and " blig^ " are (rf frequent occmrence in 
the wheat crops ; the ftmner k generally caused I believe 
by the bad q«alit]r of the seed j the tatter by tiie hot winds 
toodhing the grain while in blossom. 

H 
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Conflicting i^niona exist regarding tbe preventioa of 
smot — srane steep tbe seed in lime water — othen in a 
solution of blaeetone. Mr. John R^nell, an intdligent 
farmer, about twelve miles sontb of Adelaide, who rests 
Ilia opinion on an experience of fbnr years, during whicb 
be has had crops of wheat, states, that he woidd hare no 
hesitation in guaranteeing any crop against smnt, pro- 
vided the seed is well washed in insb Water, and then 
steeped for a night in a solntion of bluestone, using one 
pound to fonr or five gsllons of water. He also remarks r 
— " Sundry opinions are held as to late sowing, &c. &&, 
augmenting smut. There is no doubt that, where the 
seed has not been reiy efficaciouBly dressed, bad tillage, 
late sowing, a bad season, or any circumstance which has 
a tendency to weaken tbe plant, does render it more liable 
to smut, as animals are more susceptible of disease when 
tbe general health is low ; bat tbe fungus will, I believe, 
under no circumstances, attach itself to seed that has been 
dressed with bluestone." 

Blight is guarded against chiefly by early sowing, as I ■ 
have already mentioned. Rolling the land after sowing is 
found useful, as it prevents tbe heat from taking sudi 
efiect on the roots of the plants. Wheat sown in April 
or May has little, however, to fear from blight by the hot 

Tbe priocipal wheat-growing districts at Jwesent are 
the reed beds, a track of very superior land lying between 
Adelude and St. Vincent's Golf; the land adjoining 
the Banks of the Torrens ; and indeed the whole country 
for some miles around the capital in every direction. The 
proximity to tbe Adelaide market is an advantage to the 
Settlers in that locality. In the south. Hurtle Vale, 
Morphett Vale, and H'Laren Vale, are the aites of numar- 
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ODB farme, on nearly all of which ogricdture is carried on 
on a greater or lesser scale. The Moant Barker district 
pOBsessee g;reat advanti^B as an a^cnltural dietrict, and 
thougii au exteoBive range of hills iatervenea between it 
and Adelaide, a good roadacross has now been constructed, 
and the capabilities of that part will receire fair play. 
The Parra River and other districts to the north are all 
likewise the scenes of agricultural operations. Indeed the 
whide of the country presents inducements nearly equal to 
the agriculturist. The proxiniity to a market is the only 
eirxmmstaace which causes the neighbonrhood of the capi- 
tal to be the principal agricultnral district. 

Very fine crc^ of barley, are produced, averaging, in 
ordinary soils aud Beasons, from thirty to forty bushels per 
eere. It is cultivated to a larger extent than any other 
grain — wheat e^ccepted. It will now supersede the use 
of sugar in digtillation ; but should goTernmeut carry out 
« plan proposed some time ago to prohibit internal distil- 
lation, or at least to impose such restrictions as nould 
almost amount to a prohibition, the cultivation of barley 
cannot be carried to any great extent. It is to be hoped, 
however, that the Enghsb.govemni^nt will not sanction 
BO shortsighted a measure .^aooe for the prevention of 
distillation in the Colony, which would act as a direct 
^ck on sgricaltiiral industry, and reffder the Colonists 
under the necessity of importing from abroad that which 
mi^ be manufactured from grain of thejr own growing, 
, Maize flonrisheB best on a heavy and rather damp soil. 
In such situations the produce of an acre not unfrequently 
amounts to sixty and even eighty bushels of grain. This 
grain requires a good deal of attention in hoeing* earthiij|; 
up, &c. ' ' 

iUiza is fre^ntly. planted as Uw first crop on newlj; 
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broken up scul. Somedmes it is pluited indeed witbmt ttte 
■oil being diitnrbed— holes being merely made in tiie 
graw at distances of tiuee or four feet, and the seed 
dropped in and idlowed to take its cfaanee. In this way 
good crope are sometimes got, but in other instances ^tey 
have eoHzdj ftiled. It serais absolutely neceasaryi in 
order to obtwn a good crop of any grain, to jdongb or dig 
tbe land mii- I mi^ mention a strildi^ instance of this 
that I once obserred on a fium belonging to Messrs Boord, 
OQ the banks of the Torrens. They had a flat of excel- 
lent land by the river nde just dewed of trees, and not 
haying time to plongfa it, they planted a crop of main in 
htdes di^ among the grass, ia some ^kots where trees 
had been rooted out and the soil distnrbed, the seed 
epmng np, and the stems grew to a great Rze, and pro- 
duced abundantly ; bnt the plants among the gnas were 
mimin Jda giddy dwHTfs, some of tbem not more than six 
inches high, and they never {wodDced a single grain of 
com. Hr. H< Arthur's remark — that tiiongfa in no country 
in the wofld was nature more bonntiful than in Australia, 
yet nowhere was the wise ordination of IVoridence, tliat 
what is most desired is only to be got by lahoar, more 
iDBnifest— could have no illnHtnticm more apt than that 
mentioned. 

The prodnee ot the potato crop depends matertaDy on 
the dtnation, seascm, and weather. I hare known instan- 
cee of very fine crops baring been raised in one locdity, 
while in another, tboagh the seed was |dsnted at the same 
time, there was almost e total Gnlnre. Hndt likewise de- 
pends on the seed, tbe mode of |danting, ftc, regai^i^ 
which experience will be the best monitor. 

The mildness of the climate and the continoed supply 
of gnise throagfaont die year, render the cahintion of any 
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-artificial food for catUa tumecesGRry. Tarnips are only 
f^wn in the gardena for domestic nae. Eng^lish graeses 
have not yet bwD introdnced, e»:«pt on a yery snail 
scale, and thoogh their caltnre would be of cooBequence, 
yet there ia an abnndant Gupply of natnral grass at pre- 
aeot. The horses kept in town are fed on bay of the 
natural graaa, or on that made of oat atraw. 

I may now advert to the more humble, though not 
leas uBeftd, kinda of food — such as v^fetablea, fruits, &c. 
In the winter eeason, every kind of vegetable Itnown in 
England, and many which are nnknown, flourish moat 
luxuriantly in Sonth Anetratia. Cabbages, caulidowera, 
lettnces, spinach, peas, parsnips, turnips, carrots, rad- 
disbee, leeks, onions, &c &c., grow much more rapidly 
than in Englaiid, and are consequently more tender- 
There are also many vegetables unknown, or almost 
unknown, in Britain, such as the tomato, the egg plant, 
capsicum, Crambe Maritima (sea-kale), the artichoke, 
cardoon. Beta cicla, or silver beet. Sec. &c. In summer 
-the heat is generally too great for these sorts, except in 
moist ahady situations, or where irrigation is practicable, 
but other vegetables adapted to a warm climate are then 
cultivated, such as the French bean, the Garavanzos, 
pumpkin, gourd, vegetable marrow, 8k. 

In fmita. South Australia cannot be expected at ye/ 
to be profuse. Time haa not been afibrded for the trees 
to arrive at maturity, but there is a bright prospect for 
the future. Even before I left; the Colony, grapes, 
peadisB, and figs, were selling in the market in small 
quantities. Mdons of every description— than which a . 
more delidons fmit could scarely be found in a warm 
country — are produced in immense qvwitities, and of the 
richest flavour. Melons are in season from Januyry tiH 
H 5 
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April and May, and ma; be boo^ fron 2d. BUit, np- 
mrda. I faave Men wster ntoloni wdgfaing from forty 
to aixty poondi. Hn Sg, vmage, lataon, dtrao, oKt«, 
pomcfpranate, applai paar, {dnm, cfaeny, ^ainee, and nwd- 
Ibti &<%, an all thriving wril in Sooth Aratnlk, and in 
• year or two thdr fruit will be jdetitifuL Indeed, Uwici 
ifl Bcorcely any frtdt, except what ie strictly tn^ical, bot 
will flonriih in the open air; and even aome tropical 
frnits are thrivii^, tiiongji it onnot be aaid that they 
are likely to arrive at perfecticMi. I have, howerer, 
aeen growit^, in the same gaiden, the rtatdy banana of 
Ae tn^cs, and the scraggy gooeefaerry of the cdder 
regions. I hare aeen the viae, the <H«ng^ the oUve, 
and tin fig, flonririiing in the greatest InxnriBDee^ in the 
immediate vicinity of the ^ple, pear, end cherry. 

The testimony of Mr. George Steveneon, a gmtteaian 
who went to the Colony in 1836, and yrho has deroted 
a great portion of hia time and meana to the cnltivatioB 
of an estensive garden and orchard, gives very atro^ 
testimony in confirmation of Aese remai^ He layB:— 

" Among the nsefnl and exportable fnuta, the Sg, 
almond, and olive, may be mmtioned as growing with 
surpassing loznriance. The two former have already 
produced fruit abundantly, and the few olives in the 
Colony indicate as near an ^iproach to the bearii^ atate 
as trees of their i^ (under five ytars) could be expected. 
In sheltered and favourable localities, the orange tribe 
will succeed. Tlie plantsin and pom e granate bare also 
fhiited, and, in suitable qiots, will no doubt fiottriel^ 
althoagh I doi^ if the former will ever attain here it* 
tme tn^Hcal magnifioeuoe. 

" The sugar cane has been introdnoed, and is growiiy 
withgreftt Ti^our; hot for ooAetrioetor for the apiee 
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tribe ^enenlly, there is not siifficient or loo; coDtinaed 



" All varietiea of the ardiaarj Fenian or Enropesn 
stone fraitai have given eAtiefiwtory erideaoe of Ui^ 
fitness fw the CoIobj. Etbd the common gooMberry, 
■trawbeny, and latpbetrj, thriTe— nay, produce reepect- 
obly on the ' hot and barren plains of Addaide ;' and were 
they remored to the more congenial district of Homit 
BaHco', [ have bo doKbt tiiey would yield as Bbondantly 
«■ in thar native dinate." 

Bat the most important finut to which the attrition 
of the Saaih Aastndian SetUere has been directed is 
die Vims. Not o^y as yieUiag a hunuy fw home con- 
wmptioD, hot as an article of commwciid impottanc^ 
Hua tanks first; and, from the very energetic meamres 
used to intiodace vine cnttingi on an extsBsive scale into 
the Colony, it is evident the Settlers are perfectly aware 
«rf its in^rtance, and mtsttd to prosecnte Us cultivation. 
For mys^, I can only ^eik of what I have seen, and 
can hardly pretend to offsr aa opinic»i as to the soit^e- 
neas of Sonth Ansttafia as a wine conntry. Bat as to 
the growtli of the vine, I had almost weekly opportuni- 
tim x^ obaerrii^ its progress in Sonth Aoetralia, end 
can say thereopon, that ita growth was meet aitonisfaiiig. 
In this I do not man ia wood alone, but in prodncittp 
£nat. It genanUy takes five years before a catting 
anives at mstarity to bear fndt; hot I have seen in 
Adelaide cnttings of the second and third year bearing 
bandiee of grapes. If I might jndge by what I have 
aeen of ^e growth and prodoee of the vine at the C^ie 
of Good H<^ the Cape Verd Islands, &&, I shoold 
have no hesitation in saying, Hat Sonth Ansbalia seems 
better fitted to prodnce good wine than any of these 



^litces. And in ihia <^)imon I am borne oDt by many 
parties who have lived in France and Germanj,- who nn- 
iiesitatingly Btate their conviction, that Sontb Anstralia 
miitt eventoally become a wine producing conntry. It is 
du^erons, however, to interfere mnch with opinione, and 
it will be better to await the resalt of the present season, 
when experiments will be made to ascertain what quality 
of tt^ne the gr^ws already in bearing wilt prodace. Much, 
no donbt, will depend on the quality of the cuttings, uid 
on the mode of culture. There are several practical vine 
dressers in the -Colony, and every effort is made to difinse 
asefol information «moDg the Settlers on this important 
■auhject. Many thonsands of cuttings have also been in- 
trodaced from New South Wales, the Cape, Sonth Ame- . 
lies, and other places. The in^rtation of a few good 
French and German vine dressers would be a great boon 
to the Colony and the Ccdonists. 

Other frnits of commercial importance, as the orange, 
£g, olive, almond) &e^ I have already said, grow Inxd- 
-riantly. The olire and oiuge take some years to come 
to bearing, but the &g and almond are already producing 
^Qodantly. 

The tobacco plant has been introduced and sncceBsfiilly 
cultiTated. Whether it will be of a good quality or not 
cannot as yet be said. In New Sonth Wales tobacco 
is largely cultivated, but need mostly as sheep wash — 
whetiier South Australia will produce it in greater per* 
fection remains to be Ken. 

. The castor oil plant grows luxnriaatly in the Colony, 
bnt baa never been pnt to any nee. It is sometimes 
planted as an ornament, but grows and spreads so rapidly, 
4hat it often becomes a nuisuice. 

Expwiments have alio been made. with the cotton 
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pUnt, mgar one, indigc^ and othtf Tshiafale pbute, and 
I bxn no daaiA but t^se, and even the tea plant, could 
b« saccewfiillf niaed. TheM are matters of a qnesdon- 
aUe natoret however) and it would not be proper to 
dwell on them hare. Should it be found that the Boil 
and cEmate are niited to the tea plant) it would be a 
nuttec of great importaaoa for the Engliah Goreminent 
to focilitate the settlemeBt of Chinese Emigrants in the 
Amtralian Coloniea. Thoataads of Chinese would be 
glad to emigrate from China, Batavia, and other places 
in the East. There are several in South Australia al- 
ready, settled chiefij m carpenters, but bang aliens, they 
are not admitted to any priril^ee. 

I have^ by accident, in my poesessioDi a list of nearly 
all the trees, ahmbs, and plants, which have been natnr- 
allied in South Auatralla, which will come in as a good 
prefix to this chapter. It was prepued by an intelligent 
gardener from Scotland — a Mr. M'Ewen, gardener to 
Mr. Stevenson, whom I have already mentioned. 

CATALOaVE OF PLANTS GSOWINO JX TSS QASDBN 

OF GEO. STBTEEfSON, I»Q. 
HAKDTFnUlTTuKI, EIbbubi, 

Aas PLurn. 
AdoIb, 6 nrietlM. 
TTarirtiai. 



P«w, . 

Qaliiee, mUd or caWbte twMt. 
Madlar, Nottli«lav madlv. 

KaUL 

WUte OosTa. 
Chsriwiwar. 
CUHMdnJotw 



gjH M g- 

OBt«i 4 nrietiu. 

P«Mh, lOTuiirtiea. 

Kaotailng, 3 nrl*tl«(. 

AprioDt, 7 nrleti*^ 

AbMnd, Snriatlab 

Plum, 6 nritlM, 

Chwn, e nrlatiei. 

Naw Zaslud Plnm. 

DaWPImn. 

Gnve nBB.--1Tpwardi of 75 
TarletiM, inelgding muj of 
tba beat Freiidi and othar 
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(JootetMrr;, thiM Mriettu.' 

Black Curruit. 

Bed CnfTMit. 

White CuTMOt. 

Mulbenr. 

EM«r. 

RaapbwTT, S Unds. 

Strawberry, 3 Undi. 

Cape Gaonban]'. 

Fine Apple,* 4 nrietiei. 

Plantain. , 

Walnut. ^ 

Filbert. 

AruKurik, three nrietiei cf 

Pine, 
Piano Tree, Oriental. 
Willow, ! nrieUe*. 

Lime Tree. 

Scotch da.' 
Common A>h. 
Hawthorn. 



fig Tree, Indian Bubber. 

HlBDr OltMAMIllT*.L SBBITBt. 

Mjrtle. 
A&plee. 
Hibucni, 6 TarleUes. 

3t«Tlf)BDI,8nrietiM. 

Fuechiat, 2 rarietlei. 

Lilac, 2 TarieUei. 

Cbrarj Tree, oommoD Laord. 

Magnolia. 

Coral Tree, Laurel laared. 

Roaebay, apknind. 

Arbor Vlt«, China. 

Swallow Wort. 

Agaie, 2 Tarietlea. 

Aloe, aoap. 

Zamim. 

Bag Wort. 

Thorn Apple. 



Bladder Senna. 



Hjdraiigea. 
OpoDtia, 2 Tarietiei. 
CrflBul^ ' 
Cereal, 3 Tarietiee. 
EpMjllwB, A varietie*. 

Heath, IT Tirietiei. : 

BaCDT OBK AMIlTTAIi CI.IHB1 

lira Shbdbs. 
Bom, S Tarietfei. - ' - 
Lophosperninm. 
Fasaion Flower, 
■ftiimpet Flower, 4 Tkristies. 

ITJ. 

HoBnaucUe. 
Bramble. 

DoUobM. 

HaKDT HEBBACKOm Fkahis. 

Sugar Caii«. 

See^Otaai. 

Indiui Shot. ... 

ChrjMothemnm, 9 rarietlei. 

Snap Dragon, 3 Tarietiea. 

Marsh ll^OW. 

Fiofc, MTeral TBrletiea. ' 



aarland Fbwer. 
Day LOj. 
MwTslof Peru. 
Dahlia, nrietlea. 
Crow Foot. . ' 

TaUp. ■ 
Hjacinth. 
Nitrcimtf. ' ' ' ' 

Bulbous Flaitob. 
Amarjliii, Tariotlei. 



Brang Tigia. 

Sword Lilj, 4 Tarietlea. 
Blood Flower. 
Ilia, 6 Tarietiea. 
Lflt, nrietiei. 
Nerlng. 
Wood Sorrell. 
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3UrofBeUilem. 

TDb«ro»e. 

SpoDOiu, 3 Tariaties. 

Tritonl«. 

'W&taonia, 3 Tmrietiei. 

HABDr Ahmuau— of Tariou* 

kinds. 
FotHibbb aud O&xirtiBiiia*. 
Paralej. 
Scartj Gran. 

Induo Cress. 
JUarjgold. 

SVKIT HZBBS. 



Roumarj. 
LaTeoder. 

PLAaiS CraO Al FBIBBKTXit 

LoTB Apple. 
Capucnm. 
FiiADTa oaro i« Tabts abd 



Rhubaib. 

PumpkiTi. 
Vegetable Murow. 

Hjsop. 
Balm. 

EsCni^XT KOOTS. 

Yam. 

Sunflower. 

jerimlem Artichoke. 



Experience hag thus fully proved that the climate and 
sdl of Sondi Anstnlia are amply qualified to yield every 
kind of vegetable food that man requires, besides many 
luxunes irhich even this favoured country does not pro- 
duce. 

Intimately connected with the progress of agricultural 
pursuits, is the opening of roads aSbrding (acUities for 
transporting the produce of the Boil to a market. Al- 
though in a young Colony like South Australisi extend- 
ing over a great surface of conntryi it cannot be supposed 
that anything like regular roads have been made, yet 
there is no district of the Colony vbiek is not of easy ac- 
ceee. In this respect nature has done much. A great 
proportion of the roads into t^ interior are formed 
by the natural soil) and in this conditJoO) except in the 
midst of the rainy season, they are good, and the 
traffic on them easily carried on. In such places as natu- 
ral difficulties occurred, a connderable amount of labour 
wuB expended by order of Governor Gawler, during bis 
administration. In some places roads have been cut 
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throng^ B€Tah, in others sbropt hills hmn been cut 
throo^, or « road fbrocd eo ss to avoid th« worst part 
Bridg:e8 hare been erected orcr riven, creekfl, and gollies, 
Sfc In this respect Governor Ganler did mnch for the 
Colony, and witboot inflicting a^ burdens, as the labour 
emi^oyed b; him has been all paid by the Engligh ^vem- 
nwnt. 

A road has been nmyed and made practicable £raai 
Addaide thnxigih the whole at the Bonthern districts as &r 
as Enconnter Bsy. For the firet twenty miles this road 
has reqaired little labonr. At the Stnrt River, six miles 
south from Adelaide, a bridge has been erected, snd the 
road cut and macadamised for some distance on either side. 
At OnkiqiHingB, fifteen miles hrther sonth, a substantial 
wooden bri<^ 100 Iwt in span, is erected acmes the river, 
and a good road formed np the bill for some distance. 
At Willnnga, seven nulee briber to the sosth, the moon- 
tain ranges have to be sormounted, and several cnts have 
been made to rdieve the steepness of ^m ascent. A 
branA leaves the main road two miles sonth of Willnnga, 
and leads along the sea coaat through the valleys of Mi- 
poi^a, dnracoUnga, and Eamftootungah, nntil ii readies 
YankaUla. fins branch Kupviw the whole of the coontty 
to the eoBth aa &r as Cape Jervis. In laying it out, 
a convdereUe amount of clearing was necessaiji and 
twenty-five credcs and waternxnirses bad bridges thrown 
over them. 

The maifi road is Gtmtinued to the sonthwerd, through 
the scrubby moor oonntiy mentioned in Cbap> IL, and in 
seme places the dense scrub had to be out ere a pnctio- 
abU track for drays conld be got. It lea^ ultimately 
to &>ooanter Bay, a iMvnch striking off to the eattward 
to Corrency Cre^ The wboh of tlie soatlMm districtst 
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stretcbing for sixty miles, hsTe thuB easy access to the 
ca[Htal> 

The hills iDt«rvening between the town and the dis- 
tricts of Mount Barker, Strathalbj^, and the Murray, 
presented great difficnlties against the formation of a good 
practicable road to the East. For some years the Monnt 
Lofty Range, which rises to the height of 3000 feet 
above die lerel of the sea, was crossed by a rongh track 
made by the drays. In some places very ste^ hills had 
to he ascended, deep rarines crossed, end the transport 
of goods across the ranges was neither easy nor free of 
danger. The fine country lying to the eastwu^ how- 
ever, soon drew many Settlers in that direction, and 
Government fonnd it necessary to make exertions, to 
discover, if possible, a better rout« for a road, and to 
make such improvements as might be necessary. After 
investigation, a good route was discovered, and operations 
commenced. Much labour was necessary in forming the 
road, as the line surveyed led sometimes op a ravine, some- 
times along the face of a hill, so that retaining walk had 
to be bnilt, excavations made, and bridg«s erected. This 
work was in coarse of rapid progress when Governor 
Gawler was removed from office, and his successor either 
had not the means or the indination to carry it through. 
This wis a great di8t4>pointn>ent to the Settlers beyond 
the ranges, and having consulted together, they agreed 
that, raUier than have Ute work abandoned, they would 
advance the requisite funds, provided Government would 
wthonse them to levy a toll to pay the interest. This 
was agreed to, and a bill was pessM,' and trustees ap- 
pointed, under whom the work was carried on; and 
part of the nmd — nrimdy, the ascent to the top of the 
raises from the Adelaide side — was completed aad thrown 
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open to the pnlilJc in 1841, a toll having been erected, 
and a char^ leried on all vehicles, cattle, sheep, fcc, 
which paoB tlir(»jgh it. 

The roads tbron^oot the Mooat Barkw (HBtrtct, ud 
to the difltticto fiuther esat, an good, naturrily. In lam 
places where a little imprOTeiMBt was neceaeary, the Set- 
tlers ban doM it of theiii own accord. 

The northera districta of the province we likaviwB 
eBsily KcaMibH with hit little »id from the road maker. 
A fow wooden bridge*, throwu over an^a, are akooBt 
the only improFeoients which havA bMn mftde in that 
direction. 



CHAP. VI. 
SHEEP AND CATTIB FARMIHG. 



.' The pM«Bt «-ai»*led proipwiqr of Nat SMlh fJ" » 
mJjU, WteMedtothS production of fijie wool, whldi K the 
ita^ eipart." 

AWABS of the truth of the dbove extract from Hr. 
M'Arthnr'e woA, the eariy Settlera in South Anrtralia 
,;(„ajieredtiie importntJon of lome of the bert breeds of 
sheep an object of primary importance. So boob, there- 
fore as a Bettkment was effected, commumcatioMi were 
opeaed with Van Die^ien's Land a«d Port Phflip. and 
tUpnwots of stock tor the new Colony were made from 
both these places. The tren^ort by sea was, however, 
both expensive and hwarfons, -i » pmcticaWe roote 
overbad bom the K«tCTn eettleroenti Urinf be» *^ 
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connd, ail other wiwni of tnnait wen Mxm riipaMded. 
tad many thounnds of &» wooled eiaep w«« drives 
orer by tim New Sovtk Wkles Settlori, and ^posed 
of to the Soath JtMrtnliuB. 

To suh an ezbeat were these orerland iidpoitatioiii 
cenied, tlMt, comlHnsd with the mcreaae by breeding 
of thoee already in the Colony, the wool iborn from the 
flodca which, m 1838 wm coaveyed to En^kBd ia a mngle 
■mall T toid , in 1839 filled two ships of couiderable bnr- 
den;— ui 1840 fourlhips were required, and, in 1841, no 
leas than six Teetda #ere loaded, chiefly with wool. 

Daring the £tst two years of the existence of the 
Colony, cattle and faoMes were likewise imported by sea 
fhm New Sooth Wdes and Van Dienien's Land, but 
were brotight ojex by hmi in krge numbers durii^ IB39, 
1640, asd 1841. 

Ttie number of sheep ia the Colony in the b^inniag 
erf 184a was £50^000 1 of csttl^ 16,000 ; of horiefi, 1000. 
Brery destriptioa of stock increases vtey ny idly by 
breetUng, and it is not therefore probaUe that ai^ &rtber 
imfiortations will take ^ace, but that on the contrary, 
South Anstnlia will sow be in a pOMtion to export both 
QBttta knd sheep, should a ArotraUe mariiet aSa- In- 
dMdi a few ^pments to Sw^ River and other fknee 
hare already been tatAt. 

On the first establishment of the Coloby aU kinds of 
sto«^ were very expensive. Good cows were fr^qnently 
■old M high a« £20 a bead i horaea frota £80 to £120 ; 
and breeding awea cOnld not be purcbased under £2 to 
£3 eadh. As importation increas^tt pricM gradually 
fell, aild 6mn dan now be purchase at prices varying 
bom £6 to £10 ; hor«es from £30 to £40 1 and breed- 
ing ewes from 12s. to 20s. a head. 
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, Some &nnere devote their attention almoat ezdnaively 
to eheep— others to breeding; end rearing cattle on « 
large scale. Others keep whst is called "& dairy station," 
rearing or killing the calvesi and making butter and cIueM 
for the Adelaide market. Agricultural farmere too have 
generally & few head of cattle to supply their familieB 
with milk, butter, and cheese. 

There are two classes of sheep and cattle farmers- 
those who form establishments on their own prop^ly, or 
OD rented land ; and " squatters " who settle on unappro- 
priated lands wherever a faTonrable locality presents itaelf^ 

When a person purchases land with the intention of 
keeping stock, he, if possible, makes a selection which 
commands good water and a " back ran"'— that is a track 
of hill country, which is not snrreyed, or likely to be pur- 
chased fw agricnltnral purposes, but yet affords good pas- 
ture. There is no such thing known in Australia as buy- 
ing land for the mere purpose of grazing. The pnrchises 
are oil confined to good agricultural soil, uid the flodca 
or herds of the Settler ore dependant fw food chiefly 
on the snrronnding unoccupied country. 

The squatter purchases no land at sll. He selects the 
the best spot be can find in the unsold districts, and there 
settles hiibself nntil the laud on which he is located ie 
disposed of, and he must then shift his camp, and find 
another situation farther inland. Thus the squatter is 
always liable to be warned off ; but for this he cares not. 
He gets grass and water for his stock for nothing, and aa 
he erects no permanent dwelling, his [dace of reudenoe 
is soon shifted, and at a trifling expense. The only 
erections at a squattii^ station are a torf or slab hut, or 
probably a tent. The hurdles for the sheep yards are 
moTesble, and carried from place to plactt. 
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WhKi South Aiutnlift vu nuAilUbed, the Commii- 
■ionen mada a regnlBtion thrt erery parcbner of an 
eig4ity-fiera Kction of laml, riionld be entitled to dtint on 
leMe from the cnnm a aqnare mile of putarc at a nomi- 
nal rent of £2 per annsm. This regulation it was found 
impraetifiaU* to carry out, and therefore it was not pat in 
force in the Cdony. The present gVTemor has, however, 
intTodnGed a mode Bomething similar to that adopted in 
New South WalMi bt ginng licenaes to equatters, for 
whldi they are to pay a Bmall eitm amablly. The 
licenses will entitle them to depastnre Uieir flocks in a 
certain locality, and their rOnS will be fixed by an officer 
i^ipOinled for that pnrpoea. This measiim will be of eonsi- 
denble benefit to the 8rttl«ra, as at praeent there is no 
rut* Or regulation attoog squatters, and encroachments on 
one another's nins, and consequent squabble^ are of eon- 
eturt ocmrraBOe. Things are something like what they 
wen in the pMtnardnd daya, when the rii^berds could 
Bot agree aboM the wells and pHlnrea. 

The opetstioni at a dieep statioa are in mott iustancec 
emfined soldy to the care of the flocks. Supplies of 
floor and dairy prodnoe ai« got from a neighbouring agri- 
cultural farm, and an paid for in («t wetbers. Tea, 
mgar, &e., are got fiWn town, and an aocounted for when 
the produce of the dipfnng eesaon is disposed of. 

9beep an divided into flodu eootaioing from 000 to 
1000 eadi,aeeoi4ing to the nature of the country. Wherb 
the " ruB " Is free from timber, or but l^htty wooded, ooe 
Ae]^erd will take chlirge of 800 or 1000 sheep ; if fonst 
country, the flocks on limited to ilOO or 600. The 
tbaep an liHrKfi driven at night into the pens, which 
are formed of movetbU huvMea, and ike ^lepheid or hut- 
ke^er, with hu degv titwp* im a movcaUe bpr i^and 
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dose to the fold. At sunrise the flock is connted oat of 
the pens and sent out to graze, the shepherd attending 
them coDBtantlf until they return in the evemog. 

The r^;iilar lambing aeBBoa in Bontli AnstraHa is iSMy 
end June. Some flocks, howerer, dn^ ^ir lambs at 
other seasonB, as many flockmasters regulate the tamb- 
iogs BO u to have three droj^ings in two years. The 
general iacre«Ge in healthy flocks is calculated at eigjity 
per eeaU each lambing, after all losses, &C., have been 
deducted, though I have known many instanoes (rfiere 
the increase was far above that average. 

The shearing Eeason is, for old sheep id November 
and December, and for lamba in FelMnary. Most <J the 
sheep farmers waeb the eheep, if practicable, before diear> 
ing. The weigjit of a fleece of wool varies from two to 
three pounds, and upwards. ■ . • 

There are numbers of regular sheep shearers— moetlj' 
men from the odghboaring Colonies — who go aboot 
the country in the clif^ng season, and contract for 
shearing the flocks of the Settlers. Many of these men 
are very expert, and will shear a great number of sheep 
in the course of a day. When cut from the sheep, the 
wool is packed in Iwge canvas Ix^ each hiJding from 
two to three cwt., and Umd forwarded on drays to Ade^ 
Ifude, where it is disposed of to the niMt;hatite at prices 
varying according to quality and condition, from fid. to 
la. per pound. Some large abeep-owneis ^p their own 
wool to England and await their returns, but the greater 
portJon of the clip is purchased by the merchants. When 
the bales read) .A^laide they are opened, and the wool is 
repack^ with a press, so as to crush it into leas }nik, and 
it ie then ready for shipment. On board the ship it is 
Bgus Bobjected to machinery, and sorcwad into lew than 
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one-tliird its co^inal tdze. The freight to England is 
(rum 1^ to 2d. per potmd. 

The oaly disease of any consequence to which iheep 
are subject in South Aastnili& ie eoab. This disease was 
Tery prevalent among the flocks in the eariy stages of 
the Colony, but it is now gntdnBlly disifipetrio^ before 
the active measures adopted by the flockmasters to cleanse 
their flodcs, and the precautions adopted by Government 
to prevent the introduction of diseased BnimRls, and the 
Bpresid of infection among those already in the Colony. '' 

The scab is a cntaheons disease, of a very infectiom 
aatnre, so mncfa so, that if a flock d diseased sheep feed 
for a few honis on a field, any clean sheep that may 
conM thereafter will catdi the infection. At the eameat 
request of the sheep farmen, the late Governor passed an 
tfCtf imposing ft heavy penalty on toy sheep introduced 
into tl>e CcJony affected mth scab, Euid also a penalty on 
■11 whose flocks were found to be nnhealthy, after a cer- 
tain time had been given to cleanM them. To carry ont 
the provisionB of the act^ an officer is appointed, whose 
dnty it is to examine all the flocks, and see that proper 
nwBsnres are takoi to cleanse stlGh as are aflected. To 
ietny the expenses of this, sheep are subjected to a poll 
tax of lOd. per score. 

The cure for this disease is a solution of corrosive 
sublimate, which is genendly ef>plied after shearing. As 
a preeandonBry measure, a dressing wUh tobacco water 
is usually given to sheep even of clean flocks when they 
are shorn. 

Foot rot is seldom seen ia the Colmy, the pastures 
being mostly dry. In uncommonly moist seasons, and 
in low situations, it occnrs occasionally, but not so as 
to casM any graat maUiitj. Catanb is ■ very pre- 
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T^ent and deadly dbeMQ in floiiiQ part* of New Sontii 
Wales and Port Philip, but h^ipilj it hW nerdr reMtol 
Soath Adstralia. 

Cattle breeding ia followed hj Sbnu p«nobl on nearly 
tfa* laaw principle ai sheep fainting. Station^ are formed 
in the cmmtiy, whet^ herds, containing from 100 to 
1000 heed of cattl^ art adptrinMnded hj one or more 
stockmen. The catde are allowed to hMun tiriat tbe 
woods night mi d»f tfae wIm^ yace roand, Wng oalf 
driven into ttie titaek-ywtA at ndi times as ntay be 
necesMuy, to bnad yoang cattle^ &c. 

A "catUe itatioa'' ia tomtUmet formed on Ooreni' 
mant land, sonetiaiM on thd Settler's own prcTierty, bnt 
commanding a mn, in tlte nme way as a aheep station. 
The only erectionB rA^nired are a snbitantial stock<-yard, 
and a hot or tent for die persont who have diarge of 
die herd. Thes* are called etoekiuen, or Bt«:k keepers. 
Each one is fbmiihsd with a good aerriceable horse, and 
an imroenie whip, which he hati£n with great dexterity. 
The handle of the ^Ip ii ooly about eigliiem int^ 
ioag, bilt the hA is firom ten t« foorteeo feet in length. 
Snch a pondenMW-lo<Aing a&ir teems nther nnwiridy 
in the hands <^ any one but a stockmani bnt by him k 
is used with the greatest ease and efiect, even when 
mounted, and bit horse goii^ at fiill g^op. In fi^w- 
ing the cMtle, or searching for sncii as may have strayed, 
stAckcoea el^alfi go on horsebatk, and they are expert 
and fdwlets riders. 

In searching for strayed cattle, these men are often in 
the " Bush"* tot da^ t^ether, gallopit^ through woods 
hnd orer jdains— MrOss I^s, monntidnB, and riT prn w ith- 

* "Tba Badi".*.th« nnttl tvm f»r K^ pWt of tU Moatr;. 
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oat road or thtck of kdj kind, bnt bo accmtomed u« they 
to tbe wilde of the foreets, that they never go astray, and 
Mldom foil to find such cattle bs they go in search of. 
On aach occaeionB, they take with them a Uaoket, ■ 
little tea, sugar, and bread, and armed mtii the immrase 
stock whip, set ont on dieir journey. When mgia cornea, 
the horse is nnsaddled and toroed ont to gntze; and the- 
bnsbman, having nude tea fca- himsdf in a tin mng or 
" pHiDikin," coverB himself with his blanket, and with 
bis saddle for a pillow, betakes himself to steep undw 
the Deareat tree. He continues this conrse from day to 
day, until he has succeeded in falfiUing the purpose for 
which he set out, when he returns to the station. 
. One stockman will take charge of a Urge herd of 
caUle. If married, his wife will live at the station and 
Goc^ his food; if not, a boy is employed to act as cook; 
&C. Suj^ilies of flonr, pork, and tea and sugar, are slant 
up as required by the pn^rietor, who also visits the sta- 
tion occauonally on horseback. 

A " dairy Btati<»" is very different from a squating one, 
where a solitaiy hut is tenanted l^ a single ferocions-look- 
iDg bearded and monstacbed buihmsn and his cook. At 
the dairy station we find a regular farm estaUisbment — 
dairy houses, sheds, and dwelling-house, with the neces- 
sary complement of dauy maids, stockmen, tec. 

At dairy stations, the cattle are likewise allowed to 
feed generally night and day. Tfa«y are driven into the 
Stock-yard morning and evening to be milked. In. the 
yard " boils" are erected, in whii^ tbe eow is held while 
she is being milked. Tbe opOTation is almost nniversally 
parfbrmed by men. 

When the milk is converted iiAo better and cheese, it 
is canied into Adelmde in <|>riog carts, and disposed 
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of to tte dndWB. Snna fahaatv eDl«r into ft tMBtntct 
irith Eaurckurt arBtxrekaiper, to take (be dairy pntduM 
«f tkeaMon rt afixcd pnoa. Birttet ud chfaese of en- 
veUBnt ^litifli mtt Uiw made to a very lar^ exiwt in 
the Cotoi^; so that exportation of bofli to Van Dienbn'fl 
Latid,«Ml««ba-plAceB, las been cbmnenced. Specittieiu 
liw*e idao bant broagit to tfaia coootryi and pronodneed 
Ofual to ioine of tbe heat Imida «f En^isli fiheesei 

Tb« iMrgtMt oattlo BtriiDBB in Sonth AuttTaliaat pre' 
seM, an tkoBB of Hn J. B. Hack, at Mount Barker) who 
tee 1000 faend of oattle, M and young ; the South Aus- 
ttWianConpany, wlieae}i(cdtttao«ntto L160;tib« Cat- 
tle Ctonpany, 600 ; Mobhs. Fnw & Rankin, Strath- 
albya, 1758 head; Mr. Hairis, Oleoorolu^ 900 head; 
M«8sn.Ft«w&CnMrfai^360t Afossrfe. J. & W. Jaoob^ 
300 head] Mr. Dottoo^ Fort Linedn, 230 haad; Mr. 
RobiBaan, YankaUilla, 200 hnd; mi, omif ttthsn have 
herda of 100 head and vpnarda. Tbasa at* tndy small, 
howerer, compared with tht btltda of many stockholders 
in the oUer Colowea ) bal they are <tMy the coMmence- 
BieaU ef the *ai4oBa Battlanw aoma of Irkom have only 
recently pvnshatod their faetdt, with the view tf inciMa- 
ii^ titeat by bmedtngi 

There are of ooone JtoMky eMabliahaaenta on a atnaller 
scale than those BkeUioned— (rom, the itockht^der who 
ownl « tbouaattd htad of tttHa, down to the mechanic, 
who thinks hiaae^ nth in the posseteion Of a »a^ 
cot*. 

Tbe lergeat sheep hMddn U tbe Ct^ay at* tbt Sotrth 
AnatraUan Compuy, who hare 80,000 Ascj> t Mr. Glee- 
son, 3500; Mr. Lodwick, Onkaparinga, 3000; Mr Rey- 
nell. Hurtle Vile, 4000 ; Mr. Fnraun, 3200 ; Mr. Don- 
cMi M'Fariane, Hoanl Barint, 10,000; Mr. Fhiltipi, 
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mBTchuit, 4000 ; Mr.GAmBMU, Stntlulbjrii, aMO ; UcHiB. 
Jones, YaokilUla, 6B60; Mf. Geo^ Anrtejr* Psna, 
10,000| HwRs. Dnttoaft B^ot, ll.OW; Mr. fiaber, 
Bwrobsnt, 6000; Mr Johja H^hea, Giibnt BiTer, 0000* 
Mr R. L. Leake, 6000; Messrs. Hopkun&t^nwi, 4000 i 
Mr. Horrocks, River HbU, 3il00; MamtvP«t«HfiWX>, 
Ae. These were the muabm of Hwrflocka in dwwd of 
1841. It maf tiao be maai^ad here, that immj of the 
9»ttlan Mentioned hare o^ latdjr oaaiDeiHied sheep 
Atrming, and tbe numfawB enBrnaratfld am omiaqaestiy 
nereljr titte groand wovk of their floaka. 

Horses of Tafioss breeds bam ben iatported into Boatb 
Autralia. There ere ft few thovoB^ bfada fronx Eng- 
land ; some strong draught hcnss, sprang orjginal^ got 
of an English stock, from Van Diamon's iMidaod New 
Soath Wales ; a few of the Arab bread from tba £wt 
Indies! and a great number of dwarflah tat. bardjr pwiea 
from Lombook and Timor. BeaidiBB tfaeae, tbiTe are 
mongr^ breeds of every deseciptioD, faroDglit «ii«p ftom 
the older C<donieB. 

Some SettlenasadireotingdieirattotieBtOLtfaelHwd' 
ii^ of horaes, as a hicntive braDch of CtiipaiaJ. ftpning. 
Kr, Hack, already mentioned, has iqiWHAs of 129 bpiKs, 
of all ages, among whieh ate agnat many breeding mves 
and yonng ammals i and some of llw«tiur fanoara baTe 
fron 10 to SO mBEea breeding. Tbe Colony wiU soon be 
identiMy soHiIied howeveri and them seema n» preibn- 
bility of any foreign maifat ctferiog for Ixmss, so that 
tUs braiK^ is not Ukely to bs carried to any gceet extenL 
Van Diemen's Laadi New Zaalandi sad even the Muiiv 
iHns, present good msduts Jbr eattle and aheq) ; anl beef 
can always be cnred and sup{dtsd to the aUl^ij^r Tidapli 
fimpent the Port* and to tba «ibalers wUok abnudin 
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theM sew; but there is no probabflitf of a denund uiring 
Utr hones beyond the wuitt of the Caloiiists. 

Goats ire reared in connderable nnmbras, and nre very 
useM. Pigs and pooltiy are also reared in great nom- 
bere, and htten well on - maize, Sec Pork of excellent 
quality, and well flsToured, is always supplied. by the 
batchers in alnindanoe ; and aome owners of pigs hare 
begun salting it down for supplying the whaling stations. 

There are several Colonial laws whidi affect the 
farmer that may be noticed here. The principal of 
these are a cattle regiatry, and an imponnding act The 
intentioa of tiie regietiy act, which was passed by CoL 
Gawler, was to prerent the stealing of cattle. This lav 
renders it iMXMwry for erery rtockbtdder to select a dis- 
tinctive mark or "brand, wHch is to be pnt on all his cat- 
tle. These brands are all r^stered, so thst no similar 
mark can be taken by two persons. Once registered, all 
cattle bearing ibai brand can be claimed by the Settler 
wherevtf he finds them ; and cattle having no brands are 
claimed as the property of Government. 

The proviuoaa of the impounding act ace to protect the 
cro^ of the i^jticdlturiBta from damage by cattle, or other 
animals ; and, tiierefbre, cattle which are found astray 
in any fidd which is fenced, may be sejied and sent to 
Uie nearest pound— of which there are several, erected in 
various parts of the country. They are there detained 
until the danags and poundage is paid. As the findings 
of an impoun£ng act in a country like South AostraHat 
where so many hundreds of cattle are ooBitaiitly strayii^, 
might be turned to a bad account at times, care is taken 
that fietitioQs impounding, or impounding on frivolous 
pretences, is net encouraged. 
I may eonehide tiiic dUfto- by affeitding the fdlowing 
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table, Bbowing the qnaatity of stock in the Colony in the 
beg:inning; of 1842, tad the increase during the three pre- 
ceding years from breeding and importation :— 





1836. 


1639. 


I&IO. 


1611. 




38,000 

S,500 
480 


106,700 

7,600 
600 


900,160 
15,100 
1.060 


290,500 
16,698 

1.253 









CHAP. VII. 
OOMHBRCIAL HATTERS. 



'a commerce o'er the deep 1" 



In a commercial point of view South Australia holds an 
advantageous position araoug the numerous settlements, 
in that quarter of the globe. Although the primary re-' 
quisites in settling a Colony are a good soil and a genial 
clime, yet a position affording facilities for commerce is 
too important an object to be overlooked, and on its capa- 
bilities in this respect will depend much of its ultimate 

The principal harbours of South Australia command an 
easy and regular communication with all the other Aus- 
tralian settlements, as well as with India, China, and 
England ; and vessels bound from Port Adelaide or Port 
Lincoln to Britain or the East Indies, can, at all seasons, 
proceed round Cape Leuwin, thus avoiding the dangerous 
navigation of Torres Straits, or the stormy and dis- 
agreeable routa round Cape Horn. - x 

This advantage in point of geographical position, com- 
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bined with the capacity and eligibility of the harbonre of 
Port Adelaide and Port LiDcoln, as commercial entrepots, 
renders it extremely probable that South Australia will, 
in a short time, become a depot for Indian and Chine&e 
goods for the other colonies. A considerable trade ia 
ahready opened with these countries, and lai^ qnantities 
of tbe goods imported from thence are re-shipped in coast- 
ing Teasels for the neighbouring settlements of New 
South Wales, Fort PhiUip, and Van Diemen's Land, as 
(^^lortnnities of a market of!er. 

It could not be expected that hitherto mndi com- 
merce should hare been carried on between South Aus- 
tralia and other countries. A few years are required 
to bring the productive cqiabilities of a new Colony into 
piay, during which time her trade must consist chiefly in 
importing. This has been the case with South Australia. 
The pastures were to stock, and the land to till, ere any 
returns could be looked for. The tide of commerce has 
now, howerer, begun to flow in the right direction; 
and althou^ it is not probable that, for a few years to 
come, the value of South Australian exports will amount 
to as large a sum as that of the imports, yet their equa< 
Uzation will approach rt4>idly every year. 

A retrospective view of the commerce of the Colony 
will show the truth of this. In 1837 about thirty tons 
of sperm oil, valued at £3000, were exported to the 
mother country. "Diia oil was taken by one of the ship* 
belonging to the South Australian Company, on her 
outward voyage. In 1838 a small quantity of oil, the 
produce of the whale fishery, and of wool, the produce of 
the first shearing season was exported — tbe value of tba 
whole being aboat £4000. In 1839 the value of the ex- 
ports had risen to neariy £10,000; and in 1840 to bo 
leM than £20,000. The ralue of the exports in 1S4) 
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Was estimated in the Colony at £50,000, but the earn 
realised did not exceed £40,000. This was derived from 
various articles of export prodoced in the Colony, and 
exdoMTe of conBtderable quantities of merchandise re- 
shii^cied to the nHg^bouring settlemeida. 

The principal articles of export consist of wool end 
whale oiL In additicHi to titeae, smeli shipments have 
been made of timber, bark, hides, horns, tallow, butter, 
cheese, slates, tat cattle, and sheep. The ml and wool 
are sent to Britun. The neighbouring; colonies of New 
South Wales, Van Diemen's Land, and New Zealand, 
and even the Mauritius, oifer a market for many of the 
other articles. Samples of preserved heef and pork have 
also been forwarded to this country, and other places, and 
from their quality, and the cheap rate at whieh preserved 
beef can be landed in England, there is every prospect of 
a considerable tra&c in the latter article taking place. 

The value of the imports into South Australia I have 
not the means of ascertaining correctly. The official 
returns have been swelled out by the immense quantities 
of goods with which South Australia, in common with 
the other Ccdonies, has been deluged during the last three 
or four yean. The stores of the merchants, the auction 
rooms, the bonded stores, and the retail shops have been 
filled with goods for which there was no propcfftionatv 
demand — many of the articles being unfitted for the 
market. The English merchants have completely 
glutted the markets throughout Australia of late years, 
and it will take some tiuM ere the effects of this glut 
pass away." The evil will remedy itself however. Owing 
to the over supply, goods have been forced to sale, and 
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disposed of at a great Bacrifice, and the loss falls princi- 
paUy on the Eogiish exporters, who have thus fniEtreted 
their own purposes. These losses will tend to prevent 
snch extensive and indiBcriminate shipmentt in foture, so 
that ere long the markets will be restored to a health}' 
state. 

In the first Chapter, I mentioned that the dishonour of 
a great amount of gx>vemmeDt hills by the commissioamj, 
and the subeeqoent snspension of a large proportion of 
ike government expenditure, produced disastrons efl^cts 
on mercantile afiairs in the Colony. This depression 
was considerably heightened by the bet jnst mentioned, 
namely, an over supply of every deacription of mer- 



I may here allude more particniariy to that " crisiB." 
The chief causes from which it arose I hare already men- 
tioned, namely, the sudden check caused by the reduction 
of the expenditure of the Colonial govMnment, from 
about £150,000 to £30,000 a-yeai^-tbe abscuption of a 
great amount of capital in the purchase of land, stock, 
and provisionH — an unfortunate spirit of specQlation, in 
which many spent their time and means, instead of tilling 
the soil — and the cessation of the introduction into the 
Colony of capital from the mother country, at the very 
time it was most wanted to supply the place of that which 
had been expended for stock and provisions. 

So many unfavourable circumstances, arising almost 
simnltaneonsly, could not be otherwise than productive of 
much mischief. Every man in the Colony was affected 
more or lees, and it is indeed wonderful that so yovnga 
Colony has stood the severe test so well as South Aus- 
tralia has done. 

Still, notwithBtuiding the very depressed state of raat- 
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ten, the Colony, as anch, is not ia a bad state. Far from 
it. It has been Baid that South Australia was bankrupt, 
and the Settlers starving, and other statements equally mis- 
chieTous and erroneous have been circulated. For these 
there is no foundation. It cannot be denied that many of 
the Colonists have become bankrupt— have been brought 
to this condition by the force of circumstances over whidi 
they had no control; but there is more real aTailable 
property in the province than would liquidate ell demands 
on the Settlers ten tiroes over. All that is wanted is a 
circulating medium — a something to represent property. 

While writing these passages, I have seen a letter 
from an intelligent gentleman in Adelaide, dated three 
months after my departure, which contains some sensible 
remarks on the state of the Colony and its prospects, from 
which I shall quote a few sentences. He says, speaking 
of the crisis and the causes of it : — 

" The preaent goTernor u uting on diametrioRllj appoaite ptin- 
viplei to hii predeceiwr. But whether right or wrong in principle, 
it ii too sudden a clunge for our amall conunuaitj to bear. He ha* 
amalgunated offices, reduced nUariei, and dtschsTged eierlLS, mei- 
■engera, ajid labonrera from ever; department. All the erila are 
not, however, to be attributed to the change of poUcj ui the Ga- 
remment. Wothing wu dona in the ahape of agriculture till lait 
year. But could it be expected that the lettlera would com- 
mence while wagca were ao high? and could private Individ uala con- 
trol the rat* of wagaa? ImnlgrMioB kept pouring la upon u«, ud 
yet ths inireaae of popoIatiaD aeenwd but to increaie the rate of 
WBgci. The high rate of wagea led to a atste of great profuaiou 
and luiurj among the labouring classea ; and thia, with the purcboM 
of all the neceaaariea of life, tamed the balance of trade completelv 
againit ua. Tht eircKlating eapUal of lk» coloiqi btoma abiwbtd ; 
tht oiHivrM of the Grmirmmenl hattm the tlimexi iminigratiom 

The present state of affairs in the Colonj ia a perfect anamalj— 
we are abnoat atarving in the midst of plentv. We cannot complain 
at a iteriU inl or UigtatiD; waKinB ; no, we havv a fertile aoil. 
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fruitful Kuoiu, and a gepial dime. The crop*. geneTaU; bare 
mors than answered the eipectatiooi of the settlers, and the flocks 
and herds have greatly increased. Capilsl to a Terj Urge amount 
has beeo JaTested id land, bouaes, fto- Hers is a conatrj beaatifullj 
fertfle, and capable of absndaiit gifts for the plongh, the fleaca, and 
the Tine; far horses, cattle, and sbeep. The wbole, though great 
in amount, seems unaTailing in use; great in intrioaic lalue, jet 
]jit^ dead and powerless, nougbt but a cii Utrlia. All is darkened 
and negatiTed, not bg tht aunt o/pnperty, btit monty. Bat we 
bare jet bopea. 

The local causes of our adrersit; have ceaied to operate— the 
experience of the past will be a guide and a warmug for the fu- 
ture ; and our claims for the BTOipathj and support of the Brl- 
tiah GoTcrnment, though long delajad, will doubtless eTsntoalij b« 
admitted. The error of attempting to fix a largelj disproportianate 
part of the population as a, commercial cit; baa been exploded ; the 
fallacy of large investment! hi unproductire buildings has detected 
itself. The fictitious and gambling raiue attached to mere land ha» 
been dealroyed. The aTaricious eiceia of price in goodi and la- 
bour, which put us out of keeping with the rest of the world, baa 
ceased ; and the eitraragance consequent on exorbitant wages, 
which has aggraiated, by improrident consumption, the heaTj bal- 
ance of imports against US, has been checked. Tbe operations of 
last year hare thrown a great light upon the seasons and soils; and, 
doubtless, a little experience win be found profitable. Land, latwnr, 
and produce are now cheap, and nothing ii wanting but the circula- 
tion of a little of tbe ' ready ' (to nse a colonial phrase,) to tafuse 
new life into us, and put tbe Settlers on their legs aguD." 

The above ia almoEt entirely in acconiUnce with my 
own opinions. But the crisis ia now paet the climax^ 
and tbe importation of a moderate amoant of capital, 
bronght into actiTe employment, wonld restore the 
Colony to a state more healthy than it has been at 
any preTious period. It is now completely stocked, and 
producing nearly ell the neceeBories of life in abundance; 
and for encb, articles of manufacture, tea, sugar, &c^ as 
the wants of the Colonists may require, there are wool, 
oil, and other articles to send in exchange. 

I have considered it necessary to refer so far to this 
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monetary crisis, as it has been held np by maay parties 
as showing: that South Australia has failed as a Colony, 
and that it is, as a widely circulated journal, published 
in the Scottish capital, some time since asserted, "de- 
cidedly the worst Colony under the British Crown." 
Never was a more fallacious Etatemeut given to the 
public than this. Although injudicious speculation, and 
offidal mismanagement, combined with other circum- 
stances incidental to all new Colonies, have resulted'in 
hringing on a great mercantile depression, the real ele- 
ments of colonial prosperity are abandant within South 
Australia, and can never be destroyed by any pres- 
sure. Instead of holding forth the crisis as a bugbear 
f^;ainst emigration, it might be used as a strong argu- 
ment on the other side. Capital is now of more value 
than before — stock of every description cheaper — labour 
plentiful and cheap — and money can be invested with 
far leas risk than when the Colony was in an apparently 
more prosperous state. 

I may thus take leave of the "crisis," and return 
to the proper subject of this Ch^>teT. 

On the foundation ef South Australia, articles of Bri- 
tish manufitcture, provisions, agricultural implements, 
and such like, were imported by the Colonists from Bri- 
tain. When the Colony was fairly established, a trade 
with the neighbouring settlements sprung up, and cattle, 
horses, sheep, and provisions, were imported in large 
qnantities. Subsequently intelligence was spread of the 
fmnation of the new settlement, and the merchants in 
Siog^»ore began to send down supplies of tea, sugar, 
rice, &c.; wine and fruit were brought from the C^m 
of Good Hope; sugar from the Mauritius ; and sundry 
articles of Indian produce fh»u Calcutta. 
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At preaent tbe import trade of the Colony may be 
summed up es follows ; — 

From Britun — manuractured ^oods of every descrip- 
tion, spirits and wines, ale and beer, deals, g;lass, soap, 
salt, &c 

From Singapore — tea, sug^ar, rice, sago, cedar, fumi- 
tnre, cigars. 

,From Mfturitina — sugar. 

From the C^>e — ^wines, dried fruits, col&e. 

From Van Diemen'e Land — wheat, flour, oats, and 
potatoes.* 

From New Soutb Wales — cedar and sundries. 

A few vessels have carried cacaoes from the Continent 
to Port Adelaide, and one schooner from the United 
States disposed of part of h^ cargo of flour, spirits, and 
tobacco, there, early in 1842. 

The exports are, as I have stated, as yet but compam- 
tirely small, but are yearly increasing at a rapid rate. 

To England are exported wool, oil, seal-skins, bides, 
boma, and whalebone, with small quantities of timber, 
bark, lead ore, tallow, and curiosities. 

To Swan RiTer — cattle, sheep, and horses. 

To Van Dtemen's Land — fat cattle, butter, cheese, 
tallow, and melons. 

To New South Wales — slates, butter, and cheese. 

The export of articles, the produce of the Colofiy for 
1841, was as follows: — 

n Logi,34. 



Csttle, 77. 
Firewood, 1 
Gum, 3 cuk 



Hides, 36 otMt, MchIu, 
Hay, 5 toiu, S6 truuea. 
Horni, 3 oulu. 
Hon«i,l». 
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J,Ime, 8cuks, aobc 
Limeitooe, 66 tow. 
lATd, 42 cufca. 
MeloDB, S3 cuks. 
Hioenla. Souei. 



Oil (whale), 443 cadi*. 
Seal skini, 25 c*lk>. 
Slatei, 89,000. 

WhJebone, 465 Tiui^dles. 
Wool, 1906 balea. 



Id addition to the above, the following articles wer» 
exported, whi^, though not Colonial [oodoce, mtut be 
pnt to the per contra of the imports : — 
Ale and beer, 968 cadu. 

Baga, 35 balei. 
Boata,2. 

Beef, 47 caski, 12 tiercel. 
Chain, 60. 
Caodlea, 94 boxes. 
Coffee, 341 bags. 
Copper, 167 aheet*. 
Cocoa Duts, 724. 
Gfra, 724 boiea. 
Crookerj, 1" " - 



Paper, 4 bmiSei. 
Pork, 224 banela. 
Pickles, 6G caiei. 
Blee, 620 bags. 
Rairiiin, 61 boiea. 
Bope, 41 eoib. 

Ss£0, 154 boxes. 



Deals, ISO. 
Dnpirj, 87 oasac 
Dried f^oita, 96 boxes. 

Flour (ugo), 167 bags, 
"■-w, 7 crates. 



8)>irits— SraDdj, 111 hbds., : 



Glass,? 
Ouos, 43 cases. 
Oiogar, W caaea. 
Hbdis, 40. 

IroTiTiiongerj. 29 esse 
Lead, 66 baskets. 
Mostard, 78 oaaea. 
Oatmeal, 69 bolls. 
Paint, 89 kaga. 
P^pei and apkea, B( 
Pipes, 6 boxes. 



Bum, llOcuiks. 
Oin, 40ScaMS, 130 brls., 
14 qr. casks. 
Ships' stores, 249 cases. 
Sugar, 9a0 Iwgs. 
SuDdrles, 245 cases. 
~ea, 934 ohests, nm boxes, 186 

half boxes, 206 qr. boiei. 
Trpes, 16 cases. 
Tobaciw, 114 kegs. 
Timber, 1014 pieces. 
Vines, 104 pipes, 20 hbdl,, SO- 
bait do., 20 ip. do., 15 cases. 

A coDEiderable trade is likely to apriag up in sup-, 
plying whaling Tessela with TegetaUes, coroed meat, &c. 
The seas around are crowded with whalera — French and 
American chieSy — which u»ed to resort to Hobart Town 
every eeason for refreshmenta, bnt a great many of them 
will now prefer Port Adelaide, as it ia more convenient 
to the fishing grounds, and provisions can be got as cheap 
there as in Van Diemen's Land. The season before I 
left, three whalers — one French, ooa American, and one . 
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EngliBh — pnt into Port Adelaide and obtained snppliesi 
and from the reports their commanderg carried awajj 
man; others will be iitdntied to follow their example. 

Id the eariy sta^eg of the Colony, the nnimproTed 
and inconvenient state of the Port, and the exorbitant 
char^ for tnneporting goods from the landing place to 
town, were great drawbacks on the commercial enter- 
prise of the Settlers. The Port itself is commodious and 
safe,* but in ite natnral state, it could not be expected 
to command facilities for discharging or loading cargoeB> 

To remedy this, a proposal was made to erect wharves 
some distance below the spot where ships nsaally dis- 
charged. This project was first brought forward by tbe- 
Colonial Manager of the South Australian Company, and 
to that gentleman, and to the liberality of the proprietary 
of the company in London, Sonth Australia is mainly 
indebted for the excellent harbour accommodation she 
now possesses. In order to obtain access to the spot 
which was fixed on for the erection of the wharves, it 
became neceesar^ to form a road across an intervening 

* A> tt haa been naerted frequentt; in print, and once betoit > 
Committee of tbe Howe of CominonB, thai Poit Adelude «u 
quite the opposite of tbii. I m&j here glre mi humble teatimoDf 
regardlDg it. I have eiamtaed ererj' oodL tai comer of it, from 
the bar upwards, and have no heaitation in aajing, that I tmiB 
never bean in a ufer ar mare conveaient harbour than it ii, for 
■him not aboie BOO tarn. In confirmation of mj ovn opinion, I 
am happllj enabled to gne that of Captain Stokeb, of U. M. 3. 
Btaglc, suTTejing ship, who BurTejed the harbour in Januarj, 
1M3. He terma it, in a denMch to GoTemor Gray, a " naiubai. 
dock:" and, if further eTideooe were wanting, the following Utter, 
algned bj eleTea ahipmaiter*, wonld be aufHcient : — 

" Fort Adelaide, aoth Dec. 1S41. 

" "Wtt, who hereunto annei our namei, being oommaudera of 
Teueli now Ijing in Port Adelaide, beg, before quitting the port, 
to nipreaa publicly our opiaion of ita capablliciea and accommoda- 
tioni. Port Addaide ii a aafe and commodiouB harbour, capable 
of containing a great number of *eaaeli Hith safetj. At present 
tbere are lii barquea and ahipi, four brig*, b iteamer, and fiia 
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swamp, which cost ma immeiiEe amoDDt of labour and 
expense.* Excellent wooden whatree were also erected, 
extending 366 feet in len^, alongside of which there 
is a depth of fifteen feet of water, at low water, beddes 
a spac« of 112 feet at one end of the wharf. An ex' 
eellant commodious store was also erected, cap^le of 
holding 2000 tons of goods. Part of it is now osed as 
a bonded store by Government, end the remainder is 
rented by a private company, who carry on business as 
shif^ng agents. 

Simultaneously with these operations, GoTernment be- 
gan another wharf adjoining that of the company, with 

KhooDan, I;tng here. Two bucgaea, each of upworda of SCO toni, 
two briga, ud tw« lohaixien, are klonssida the vhuf, diaoliugliig 
and loading, and tfas remainder on the oppOBite lide. Fire of tnaae, 
Tu., two barques, two briga, and a MBooner, are loadiog cargoes 
tar Brltafaii and three undergoiog repur. We bare tberafora at 
^litation in a-'-- ••■"* °"-' •■'-i-'j- '- -- ~»- — ' .«^-j. - 
Bat b^itieal 

" H. W. OiBB, barqne ' Fama' of Landon. 

W' BiOQEBa, barque ^ Oriasa* of Londos. 

Obeb. Dii.ai(0, ship ' Mercatar' of New Bedford. 

W. GAtBBAiTii, barque ' Alcmeoa' of Leith. 

p. M'LiAN, brig ' Fraocia fates' of Landon. 

H. JoniB, BchooDer ' Duke of aneaei,' of London. 

B. F. SiMMOHB, Bchooner ' Viiea' of Swaa Kiier. 

W. D. Dovi, hrig ' Daphne' of Greenock. 

D. T4I.HOT, schooner 'Walerwitch' of Port Adelaide. 

A. DBTRDti.1, brig ' glng Hanrj' of Glasgow. 

G. "W. Bbown, schooner ' Hawk of London." 
Thii maj appear to aome aiuiecessarj, but 107 object ia to re- 
more false imprMSiona, and when I state that such represealatlona 
Iiad be«n made regardhig Part Adelaide bj bd officer in the navj, 
that the iDBoraBce broken declined at one time to effect ioBDraiica 
on Teaaela boaod tbitber, IthinliDO one will accuse me of referring 
10 minntelj to this matter without cause. 

■ B; recent ofBdal acooimts Arom the O^oai, It ^ipaan that tbe 
GoTemor h*d made aji agreement wjth the Colonial Manager of 
the Company to bare tbe Bead traoaferred to OoTcrament for 
£12,000— tl«t sum to be eipended is Ota purduae of 13,000 acres 



is understood that tliis arrangement bsi been ap- 
proTed of bj the Hon. tbe Seeretarr of State &t the CaloDioB. In 
foaseqniuice of this, the road remaini optn to the public without 
the impoutiou of anjr toll duel. 
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AxtenBiTe sheds attadted, and a cnBtem-house was erected 
dose bj. When the works on the company's side were 
eomideted, they w»e thrown open to the public on the 
Hth of October, 1840. GoYemor Gawler and hia Lady 
were present — a general bolida; was obseryed — man, 
woman, and child, having: felt deeply interested in the 
completion of so important ui undertaking. T^iese 
measures effecttudl]' Becnred to Uie Colony ample har- 
bour accommodation, and facilities for discharging and 
loading ships. 

The chai^ for conveyance of goods to town is now 
very much reduced. At one time the cost of transport 
to Adelaide from the Port was foUy as great as the freight 
from England, but now the neual charge for carriage is 
from 4s. to js. per ton. 

Up to tlie middle of 1 842, the duties on imported goods 
were trifling— .all kinds of merchandise, except wines, 
spirits, and tobacco, having been admitted free. By later 
intelligence from the Col<«y, I learn that Governor Grey 
has imposed duties on all other articles of commerce. It ~ 
is to be hoped that, in levying such imposts, great caution 
will be used, and a strict sorveillance maintained by the 
Hmae Government, inasmuch as I regret to find, that in 
many of his Excellency's proceedings he has pursued a 
very vadllating policy— a policy calculated materially to 
injure the commerce of the province, and cramp the ener- 
^es of the Colonists. 

One of Captun Grey's acts was to raise the postage on 
letters to a bigh rate, thinking tbweby to augment the 
revenue. The reverse was, however, the result, and he 
was obliged, after a few weeks' trial, to tower it again. 
He then rused the chaiges on shipping, but the result was 
e^iully unsatisfactory. Instead of increanng the revenue. 
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this proceeding had the effect of driviag- awey tnanj of the 
vessels which hod previouBly been conteot to make what 
they could of ench small freights as were going, bat who 
could not afibrd to pay the exorbitant nites imposed by 
the local goTernmeat. The Governor had therefore, 
after a few weeks' trial, to reduce the charges to nearly 
the former scale. Sach sudden changes as these must be 
productiTe of incalculable injury to the Colony; and I 
trust the English Government will not encourage his Ex- 
cellency in any such experimental legislation, and that 
they will soon see meet to give the Colonists a voice in 
the Council, which will act as a salutary check on all 
abuse of authority on the part of those who are at the 
head of aflwrs. 

There is no question but duties or taxes of some kind 
must he imposed to raise a revenue, but great care should 
be taken that in a new Colony these are laid on in a way 
the least obnoxious, and so as to have the least injurious 
influence on the commercial enterprise of the Settlers. 

The following are the duties leviable oa imported goods 
as published in the GoverHment Gazette of the 11th 
August, 1842: — 

Spirit*, foreign 12., per gal. 

from BritU) pomukma Si. ... 

... Calonial dirtified. _ a*. ... 

WtoB, ferugn, ad taturtm ^15 per cent. 

Tobacoo, msDubctared »... 3b. par lb. 

unnuoubctured la. 6d. ... 

Cig«i. ta. 

Tea, Bugsr, coffee, flour, ami, wheat, rice. Bad 

other grain 5 per cent. 

Porter, ale, &c 10 

Other merchandise 10 

The chaises on shipping are as follows : — 

PILOTAGE DCEB FOB ENTESmQ AND LEATINO FORT. 
For erery Vewel drawing 1 feet, and under, £3 
Do. do. 8' do. 9 3 10 

l>o. do. 9 do. 10 4 
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For eterj Vesael drawing lOfeet, and under II 



HABBO0B DUES. 

For BTerj Vewel under 100 tons, ,£0 6 

"" '' """ 'on», and under 200 toBi, IS O 

do. 300 1 10 

do. 400 a O 

do. 600 3 10 O 

OQB and upirardg, 8 

The rates of wbar&ge vary according to the packages- 
Ordinary sized cases are charged 6d. each, larger ones 
rrom Is. to 2s. 

Goods are mostly sent out to the Colony on consign* 
mentf'and are disposed of by the merchants and commission 
agents to the retailers. The charge for commission is 5 
per cent. — or where payments are guaranteed 7i per cent. 
Payments in the Colony are osoally made by acceptances 
at three months after date. 

The monetary a&irs of the merchants are transacted 
through the banks, two in nnmber, namely, the Bank of 
Soudi Australia, and the Australasian Bank. The first 
establishment was originally carried on by the South Aus- 
tralian Company, but it is now separated from the Com- 
pany's other operations ; and although the proprietary in 
both departments is sabstantially the same, it is not en- 
tirely BO. The transactions of the Bank of Sonth Aus- 
tralia are mostly confined to the Colony, and with Eng- 
land ; but there are agencies in the various neighbour- 
ing Settlements, as well as in the principal ports of 
India, &c. The rates of exchange vary according to the 
stat« of the money market. Discounts on good bills are 
charged at the rate of 8 per cent, per annum ; oa overdue 
bills, 12 per cent, per annum. Ten per cent, is charged 
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on caah credits. The interest allowed U~«n current ac- 
conntSf 2 per cent- ; on depmitB for tliree months, 5 per 
cent, i and on deposits lodged for twelve months, 7 per cent. 

The Bank of Australasia is a Branch of the Bank in 
London incorporated by Roj'bI Charter nnder that name. 
The mode of transacting buainess, and the charges, are 
similar to those of the Bank of South Aastralla. 

As illuBtradTe of the monetary siKurs of the Colony, I 
subjoin returns of the assets and liabilities of both Banks. 
It may be mentioned, that these returns relate to the 
h&lf-year during which the crisis was felt most severely. 

The average weekly amount of the liabilities and assets 
(^ the Bank of South Australia, from 25th Nov., 1841, 
to 30th May, 1842, was as follows :— 

LIABIUTIXS. 

X «. d. 
Notea Id circulation not bearing InteraM, • • 10,010 IS II 
BillalDciTculitionDotbewingIntar«M, - - 1,370 13 10 
Bklances due to otber Banlis, ...... 573 15 3 

Coahdepoiited, bearing iDterett, - . - ■ . 13,669 4 7 

Total LiabiUtie*, . - - . £55,S03 5 « 

ASSETS. 

£ n. d. 

Gold, lilter, ud other metiOa, 13,063 18 9 

Landed properCj, Bank pnraliec, &e. ■ . - 3,883 19 6 

llaloncei due Trom other Banlu, . - - - . 3,249 3 4 

D«bUdae to the Bank, inolndiDg bills, note*, &c. 167,331 18 T 

Total Anetf, £187,479 1 

The return for the Australasian Bank for the half year 
ending lOth October, 1842, was— 

UABIUTIES. 

NotM in circDUtiaa, X3,770 15 i 

BiUa in drcnlatiOD, -.--.] ,s73 s 

Cub depoiited beving Interest, . - - 13,792 18 4 

£20,43u lu 8 
ABSKTS. 

Gold. lilTer, &o £8,416 3 10 

Ilebtadne totbeBuik,iDcludlngbiUe,nDte«,&c. 36,164 3 8 
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In addition to these two Baoka, there are an Inennuice 
Company and an Auction Company, establiahed by tlie 
Colonist!, both of whom traffic m discounts and loans, 
on property upon mortgage. The Insurance Company 
also effects polides of Insurance on houses and other pro- 
perty, as well as Marine and life Assanmces. ' I am not 
aware of the rates cfaar^, bnt I believe they are confer- 
ably higher than in England. The Company's a%ir8 are 
managed by a Board of Directors. The shares originally 
were £25, — 10 p^ cent, being paid up. 

A Chamber of Commerce has been established in the 
Colony for some years, consisting of all the principal mer- 
cbemts. It has freqoently been of considerable service to 
the Colony, by making representations to GoTernment on 
matters conanected with the commercial interests of the 
ProTJnce. 

Intimately connected with the commercial importance of 
Sonth Australia is the whale fishery. The waters of the 
great bight of Australia, stretching from King George's 
Sound to Cape Northnmberiand, abound with black 
whales, and South Australia commands the whole of that 
sea. In the winter season the fish come into the bays all 
along the coast in great nnmbers, and a most lucrative 
fishing might be carried on in many of them. The Ade- 
laide merchants have established a bay whaling station at 
Enconnter Bay, one on Kangaroo Island, and another at 
SUaford Bay; and the oil and bone of these fisheries form 
articles of export to the mother country to the amount of 
£10,000 to £15,000 yearly. Still this is nothing to what 
mif^t be done ; and it is astonishing that the merchants 
and shipowoers of London, ever on the look-out for op- 
portunities of employing capital, should let so favourable 
a field for investment escape their notice. Neariy the 
whole of the whale fishery on the southern coast of Ans- 
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tralia ia abandoned to Tore^erB, French and AiaericanE — 
who every year fill up Taloable cargoee at the Teiy doora 
of the Bntish Settlers. I have known foreign whalers 
to anchor in the Bays of South Australia, aud kill fish 
actually in sight of the British Settlers. Yet Government 
takes no steps to prevent such gross encroachments on 
the ri^ts of its subjects; while they think nothing of 
expending thousands of poonds, and hundreds of human 
lives, in prosecuting entArprises which are never likely to 
produce the slightest national or individual benefit. The 
foreign whalers sweep the seas along the Australian coast 
every year of many thousands of pounds worth of oil and 
bonei which, in all justice, ought to belong to the British 
Colonists. 

As South Australia advances, her Settlers will no donbt 
extend their operations in this department ; but so long 
as foreigners are permitted to chase tbe whales out of our 
very harbours, there t^ Uttle hope that it will be carried to 
anything like the extent it would otherwise be. Thon- 
sands of tons of British shipping, and hundreds of British 
seamen, might find ample and profitable employment 
where Americans and Frenchmen have at present almost 
a monopoly. 
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It ha> already been mentioiiedi that the town or city of 
Adelaide ia bnilt on a rising ground, on each bank of the 
RiTer Torreng, hy which it is divided into North and 
Sontii Adelaide. The sitaation is pleasant and airyi 
utd commands views of the snrroanding conntiy, of tho 
Mount Lofty Ranges, and of St. Vincent's Gulf. 

The land on which the town is built, conBisted of an 
open gTBSiy forest, and thongh most of the trees have 
now disappeared in those places which are thickly in- 
habited, there are portions of the town that still retain 
rnucti of their original appearance, being stndded with 
fine large gam trees, which afibrd an evei^reen shade 
to the cottages round which they stand. 

A considerable space oq each side of the river, and a 
belt sU ronnd the town, was reserved on the original 
plan as park lands, or pleasure grounds for the dtizens. 
Along the river side, and to the east of the town, this 
affords delightful walks and landscapes even in its natural 
state ; and when the town council has replanished their 
coffers, so as to be in a position to enclose the land, to 
lay ont walks, &C., it will make one of the most delight- 
ful pleasure grounds in the world. It already possesses 
all tlie appearance of a fine park, and only requires walks 
laid out, and a few shrubs planted, to render it complete. 

The town covers a large space of ground — something 
upwards of 1000 acres having been sold as building 
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allotmentB, besides streets, squares, &c. The streets are 
all of great breadth, ninniD^ east and west, parallel to 
each other, and are intersected by cross streets, runniDg 
north and south. The narrowest streets, as laid down 
in the original plan, ate sisty-six feet wide, and many 
othere are ninety-nine feet. The principal streets which 
intersect the town are one hundred and thirty-two feet 
in width. This is South Adelaide. North Adelaide is 
not so regularly laid oat, ba-ring: been planned to suit 
the gTOQod, which is of an nneren character. South 
Adelaide is the spot where nearly all business is trans- 
acted — North Adelude is mostly composed of reudences 
of merchants. Government officers, and others. 

The principal streets are — North Terrace, Hindley 
Street, and Rnndle Street, which are a continnation of 
each other, and Currie and Grenfell Streets, which are 
similarly situated. These lie to the north of South Ade- 
laide, and in them are situated most of the principal 
shops and warehouses, auction rooms, hotels, club houses, 
newspaper offices, &c. 

Many of the buildings in Adelaide are not only sub- 
stantial, but handsome — the shops are large and showy, 
Bud the YariouE articles of merchandise are displayed in 
the windows, and at the doors, to catch the eye of the 
paasei^by. The warehouses are capacious, and contain 
ft supply of all articles required by the retailer. Some 
of the hotels are extensive buildings, and afbrd every 
convenience and comfort which an English hotel sup- 
pKes. The banks, two in number, are situated in North 
Terrace, which fronts the river. The Bank of South 
Australia is a fine stone building lately erected, and 
fitted up in the best style ; the other, the Bank of Aus- 
tralasia, is a plain, low, unassuming cottage. 
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^e Club House, situated in [Tmdley Street, is a sub- 
stantial good-looking building, containing: extensive ac- 
commodation — sleeping and otherwise. Many Settlers 
in the country are members of the Club, and resort 
to it when in town on business. Strangers are ad- 
mitted for a time on being introduced by a member. 
A reading-room is attached to the Club Rooms, which 
is supplied with English and Colonial papers and perio- 
dicals. 

There are no less than eleven churches in Adeliude 
of TBrioBB denominations. Of these, the first is Trinity 
Church, an old-fashioned looking building, erected to 
the early stages of the Colony, partly of limestone and 
partly of brick. The walls are not even plastered, and 
the windows are small cottage casements, about a foot 
and a half wide. It is built in the shape of a cross, and 
a low clumsy steeple stands at one end. 

St. John's Church is a plain but comfortable-looking 
and neatly finished brick edifice, lately finished, situate in 
the south-eastern part of the town, and is the second 
Episcopalian church. 

A very handsome, commodious, and well finished 
chapel, belonging to the Wesleyan Methodists, stands 
in a private street leading from Bundle Street to Gren- 
fell Street; and another very creditable chapel, belong- 
ing to the Independents, is situate at no great distance 
from the former. These buildings are of stone, and 
chastely but tastefully finished. 

The Scottish Dissenters have lately completed the 
erection of a very neat chapel in the centre of the town. 
Though not lai^ it is substantially built of stone, and 
well finished internally. 

The Baptists have a small unassuniing chapel in Hind- 
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ley Street;* and, in addition to these, tliere are three 
other BmaU places of worship in coonection with the 
Methodists. The Email chapel belonging to the Society 
of Friends, and the prenuBee nsed by the Roman Catho- 
lics, make up the number of places of worship mentioned. 
Erery one of these bnildings has been erected by the 
privatfi subscription of the Colonists, on whom also falls 
the support of the pastors. The incnmbent of Trinity 
Church roceiTes £200 a-year from GoremmeDt as colo- 
nial chaplain; and one or two of the other miuktera 
hare been partly supported by societies in this country; 
but the ColooistR have, Toluntarily and cheerfnlly) home 
mMt of the burden of erecting their own churches, and 
supporting their pastors. It is to be regretted that the 
members of the Chnrch of Scotland, though a consider- 
aUe body in the Colony, have as yet no regular place 
of worship. A minister arrived shortly before I left, 
and endeaTouTs were being made to get a church erected, 
and in the meantime they had the use of the Baptist 
Chapel for divine service- 
There are numerous scholastic establishments in Ade- 
lude, and one or two in the rural districts. The prin- 
cipal of these are — a Classical Academy kept by the 
Rev. Mr. Stow, the Independent Pastor, and assistants ; 
a Classical and English School, by the Rev. Mr. Dram- 
mond, Minister of the Scottish Dissenters; the South 
Australian School Sodety's School, conducted by Mr. 
Oldham ; an Infant School, which is under the manage- 
ment of a committee of ladies; and an Academy at 
Mount Barker, conducted by Mr. M'Gowan, the author 
of several popular English school hooks. There are 
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■Iso several Seminaries for the education of yonn^ ladies, 
and Snnda)' Schools in connexion with the Tarions con- 
gngatiooB. 

The other pubUc buildings in Adelaide consist of the 
GoTemment House, the GoTernnient Offices, JeuI, Thea- 
tre, Public School, Musical Saloon, &c. 

The Government House is built on the park lands 
between North and South Adelaide. It is a handsome 
building, thongfa apparently incomplete, the late Gover- 
nor having built it on a plan which admitted of its being 
enlai^ed at a future time. The Government Offices are 
situated in the centre of the town, and consist of a line 
of buildings one storey high, composing a paraUelogram, 
and having a handsome front towards the south. They 
are built of stone, and slated. They contain the offices of 
the Colonial Secretary, Treasure, Survey and Laud De- 
partment, Registry Office, Sheriff's Office, and the Su- 
preme Court Chambers. 

The Jail is an extensive and not indq;«ut erection) 
on the banks of the river, a little below the town. It 
forms ft section of an octagon, and contains lines of cells 
strongly built of brick, and surrounded by a high stone 
wall, flanked by watch towers at each comer. The front 
is towards the south, and the entrance is throngh the 
house set apart for the governor of the jaiL It, as well 
as Government House, is incomplete. 

The Theatre is a large brick and stone building, sitnate 
near Cnrrie Street, and contains, in addition t« the Flay- 
house, extensive saloons and sleeping rooms, which are 
occufHod as a hotel. The Theatre is very handsomely 
finished, and tastefully fitted up, and is capable of holding 
about 1200 persons. It was built and furnished at great 
expense by a dng^e Colonist, Mr. £. Solomon, and a corpt 
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dramatique has been kept np for Bome time, but it is 
found tfaat to mBintun a theatrical company is rather too 
premature for the Colony, 

A Tery neat music saloon, or concert room, was lately 
built, also by a private individnal, towards the south part of 
the town, in which balls and concerts are held frequently. 

It will be Been from these remarks, that South Australia 
has already begun to assume the qipearance of a consider- 
able commnuity, surrounded by most of the concomitants 
and comforts of civilixed life ; and the contrast between 
Adelaide as it now is, and as it was in 1837, vrhidi I hare 
already attempted to describe, will at least show that the 
Colonists have not been idle, and that those who now pro- 
ceed to the Colony will have no need to fear any of those 
inconveniences to which the early Settlers were constantly 
exposed. 

In literature, South Australia is not behind her other 
acquirements. Hiere are, or were, fonr newspapers pub- 
lished in Adelaide — one twice a week, the other three 
weekly. These are all conducted with considerable talent, 
and besides political subjects, contain full accounts of all 
matters connected with the progress or prospects of the 
Colony, all new discoveries, &c. A monthly magazine 
was also established some time ago, which contains original 
articles — fact and fiction — on various subjects connect- 
ed with the Colony — original poetry — and extracts from 
English periodicab and publications. Tho^ is tdso an 
almanac published yearly, which, in addition to the usual 
tables in such a wM-k, contains mueh useful statistical 
matter — lists of the various Government officers— and a 
Directory both of the merchants and others in town, and 
of the farmers scattered throughout the country. 
' The population of Adelaide, accordiag to a census taken 
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by Government early in 1841, was — males, 3430; fe- 
males, 3237; total, 6667. Ibis was the popuUion of 
the town; that of the snljtirbs, or of the TiUagefl within 
the municipality, was 1932. 

Almost every one of the ordinary hranches of industry 
is carried on in Adelaide. There are merchants, shop- 
keepers (or storekeepers as is the Colonial phrase), auc- 
tioneers, commission agents for landj houses, and stock, 
lawyers, doctors, apothecaries, bakers, batchers, publicaas, 
lodging-house keepers, saddlers, shoemakers, tailors, bra- 
ziers, watchmakers, jewellers, masons, carpenters, joiners, 
liveiy stable keepers, green grocers, coach builders, print- 
ers, &c. &c, &a. There are three or four diatilleries in or 
close to Adelaide, a brewery, two tanneries, a candle raanu- 
factory! and no less than five steam mills for grinding 
wheat. 

There is a lodge of Free Masons, who hold their meet- 
ings in the saloon, at the theatre ; a bruich of Odd-Fel- 
lows, who have lately erected a lodge ; a Temperance 
and Rechabite Society, with a great number of members ; 
and various other Friendly Associations. An agricnltoral 
association has been formed, which holds yearly meetings 
for the purpose of exhibiting stock and agricultural and 
horticultural produce, prizes being given for the best speci- 
mens. A literary and scientific association uid mechanics' 
institute has been for some time in existence, and is liber- 
ally supported. There is a respectable library in connec- 
tion with this association ; and a course of lectures is de- 
livered yearly on various topics of literature and science, 
and matters bearing on the prosperity and progreas of the 
Colony. 

The town and suburbs of Adelaide are placed under the 
man^emeot of a municipal corporation, consistiug of a 
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Mayor, three Aldermen, and fifteen CouncillorB. TheBc, 
with the exception of the Mayor and senior Alderman, 
are elected aanually. Hitherto the transactiona of this 
body have been few. Scarcely anything has been done 
beyond the appointmeat of a few ofGcera, to pay whose 
aalariee the Coundil has been involved in debt. A mar- 
ket haB been eBtabUshed at Thebarton, a village close 
to Adelaide, for the weekly sale of cattle and aheep; 
and a Elaughter-houae in its neighbourhood, where 
the liutchera are obliged to kill all their beasts. Beyond 
this the Corporation has dona but little — partly from 
paucity of funds — partly from a want of knowledge as to 
what its powers were. The Council is not very popular, 
and I observe from some of the last papers received from 
the Colony, that it has fallen into a misunderstanding 
with the Governor. They have passed some bye-laws for 
regulating varione matters about the town, but many of 
the citizens are not very willing to submit to their rules, 
and there were symptoms of a decided resistance to the 
paymeat of the last rate imposed, one of 7d. in the pound. 
The powers of the Corporation are rather limited — the 
Governor having retained in bis hand power to overrule 
any of their transactions. Any regulation which may be 
passed by the Council must be laid before the Governor, 
who may cancel it altogether if he thinks proper ; so that 
in the event of anything b«ng done that might offend the 
representative of the Crown, and that person possessed of 
a vindictive spirit, the Town Council would become a 
complete nonentity. As an instance of this I may state, 
that the police force, which the citizens are to be called 
on to support, is sdll to remain under the management 
of the Crown, and other things quite as absnrd are con- 
Udned in the Colonial Act under which the Cotmcil bold 
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The police of Adelaide is a most eflectiTe and well dis- 
ciplined body. The town, or "metropolitan police" as it 
was called by Governor Gawler, conBiats of 36 to 40 
men, who perambulate the streets night and day. These 
wear a uniform, and are regularly drilled by their superin- 
tendents, some of whom have been officers in the army. 
The mounted police consists of about an equal number of 
active young men, -well mounted and accoutred. Their 
head quarters is Adelude, but they are intended chieflv 
for the country districts, to prCTent bushranging-, cattle 
stealing, &c., and a. few are stationed at the principal out 
stations. The police is, as I have said, most effective, so 
that bushranging, and similar crimes, with which the 
neighbouring Colonies are constantly visited, are almost 
unknown in South Australia. An attempt was made by 
some runaway convicts at one time to carry on a system 
of bushranging, but ere many days had elapsed from the 
time they committed the first crime, they were d<^ed 
and lodged in prison, and the prompt and condign punish- 
ment which followed struck terror into the minds of all 
others who might have a disposition to commit similar 
depredations, and bushranging has never dnce been heard 
of in the Colony. 

The laws of Sonth Australia are more severe than those 
of this country, as the statutes lately passed abolishing 
capital punisbmenla in cases of highway robbery, and the 
like, do not extend to that Colony, The spirit of these 
statutes is however, in most instances, carried out by the 
Governor, who has the power to remit sentences ; and 
although sentence of death is passed on those convicted of 
highway robbery, forgery, &o., the punishment is usually 
commut«d to transportation for life to New South Wales, 
or Van Diemen's Land. In such a case as the one I have 
mentioned, however, where robbery was attended by as- 
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Binlt, or an attempt at murder, the extreme penalty of the 
law is inflicted. 

The law is administered in the Colony at present by 
Charles Cooper, Esq., chief (and only) judge. The Eng- 
lish statutes are those whidi apply to the Colony. The 
Supreme Court is held in a building, the prirate property 
of the judge, at the southern extremity of the town, and 
sits for the trial of ciril and crimiuRl -cases three times a 
year, or oftener if necessary. Petty offences, and small 
debt cases under £20, are disposed of by a pud magistrate, 
who sits every mornii^ in a building iu Carrie Street. 
Cases of assault, intoxication on the streets, and such like, 
Are visited with fine or short imprisonment ; such cases 
as are of a more serious nature are handed over to the 
Supreme Court. Members of the English or Scottish 
Bar u^ permitted to practice in the Courts after a resi- 
dence of six months in the Colony, 

Up to the middle of 1841 the police formed the only 
protection the Colooists possessed. Soon after Governor 
Grey's arrival in the Colony, however, a company of 
soldiers was ordered from Van Dieroen'a to South Aus- 
tralia. The number is abont eighty men, ran)c aod file, 
and three commissioned officers. These are stationed in 
barracks in Adelaide, with small detachments at Port 
Lincoln, and on the Murray. They have little or no 
duty to perform, beyond maintaining sentinels at the jail, 
at government house, and at their own barracks. 

In enumerating the government offices, I neglected to 
mention the Poet-office, which is situated at the comer 
of the North Terrace in the private residence of the 
Postmaster- General. The office is open every day from 
9 A.M. to 6 P.M. for the receipt and delivery of letters. 
Mails are established reguhirly between Adelaide and dif- 
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feretit places in the country. These are mostly carried 
on horseback. A mail cart carrying passengers mns 
to and from the Port every day ; and weekly communi- 
cations are kept np between Adelude and the foUowii^ 
country post-offices : — Monnt Bariter, Gawler Town on 
the Fara, Mor^ett Vale, Onkaparinga, WiUnnga, and 
Eocoanter Bay. The charges of postage are 8d. per 
half .ounce on letters from places beyond seas, and a gra- 
duated scale, according to the distance, on letters posted 
and delivered in the Colony. 

Adelaide may be said to be the only town in South 
Australia. There are a number of Tillages, however, 
scattered throughout the country, some i^ which contain 
a consideraUe population. It was at one time a favourite 
scheme to lay out a section of land as a "township," and 
dispose of the land in minute portions to labourers, me- 
chanics, &c. In this manner almost evwy district boasts 
its township, although in many cases t^e site is only dis- 
cernaUe by a board containi^ its name or the name of some 
of the streets, witA the p^ #hich mark the boundaries of 
the " lots." The largest of the suburban villages are 
Thebarton, Hindmarsh, and Bowdeu, built on three ad- 
joining sectione of land close to the Torrene, just below 
Adelaide, and on the border of the park Iwids. The in- 
habitants of these villE^es nmsist of medtanics, Idraurers, 
&C., who have houses of their own, cultivate small gar- 
dens, rear a few pigs and poultry, and find employment 
among the surrounding fiirmerB. One of the steam flonr- 
millB, already mentioned, is in Hiodmarsh, and another in 
Thebarton. The latter place also contains a tannery, 
numerous brick-works, &c. There is a small dinrdi in 
Hindmarah, in which one of the Adelude miniBten per- 
forms divine service occasionally. 
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Next to these are the yiUagee of WalkerTille, Klemzig, 
and KeaBiDgton — the two former on the banks of the 

Torrens, above Adel^de ; the latter on a creek to the 
eastward of the town. These villages are very plea- 
santly situated, and contain numbers of neat comfortable 
cottages. Some of the merchants and others engaged in 
business la town have places of residence in Walkerville 
or Kensington. 

Klemzig is a German village, containing about 160 
families, part of a body of German Lutherans who 
were obliged to abandon their country oo account of per- 
secution for their religion, and who settled in the Colony 
under the auspices of Geoi^e Fife Angas, Esq., a mer- 
chant in London. Each family has a plot of land on 
lease, on which they cultivate vegetables, wheat, maize, 
and potatoes. Almost every family has also a few cows, 
and thus the villagers lead a happy and independent life, 
and by their sobriety, industry, and general exemplary 
conduct, hold out a good example to all the other Colo- 
nists. There is another German village named Hahndorf, 
in the Mount Barker district, after the same plan 
as Klemzig, and the emigrants are employed in similar 
pursuits. A third body of Germans reached the Colony 
shortly before I left it, and were forming a settle- 
ment in the north, about Lyndoch Valley. These Ger- 
mans are the most persevering Colonists South Australia 
can boast of. They are possessed of a plodding indust»'y 
and Bcontented disposition, which enables them to put op 
with many inconveniences at which English Settlers 
would grumble, and though not so energetic as English 
emi^nnts, they are better qualified for undei^oing the 
hardships of a first settlement. I used to take a pleasure 
in visiting their villages from time to time, to watch the 
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slow bat stevly pn^resB they made.* At first they b^un 
by digging their gardens t/ad carrying the prodnce to 
raarket, either on thnr backs or in hand tracks. By and 
bye a German would be seen with a track drawn by « 
Timor pony or a single bnllo«^ and ere I left the Colony 
many of them had got respectable looking drays, with a 
good hoT8e or a couple of bollodcs to drag them. ' Thus 
these men who b^an with almost nothing, hare got in 
Klemzig alone 150 head of cattle, 40 horsea and ponies, 
and hod in 1S41, under cnltivation, 167 acree of wheat, 
56 acres of barley, 10 acres of oats, and several acres of 
potatocB, besides nnmerons gardens. At Hahndorf their 
progress and prosperity were eqn^y satis&Aory. 

At each of these Cierman Tillages there is a chord), 
and the Rev. Mr. Kavel, their pastor, labonrs eamestty 
among the Tillagers. The body which Bmred last was 
also aceompanied by a minister of Uie gospel. 

Next in importance to the villages already mentioned, 
may be named Albert Town, in the vicinity of Port 
Adelaide ; Islington, on the plun below the c»[ntal ; and 
Port Adelaide itself. The latter place is little more Uian 
a small Tillage, the pc^ml^ion consisting of a few ship 
carpenters, fishermen, boatmen, and ship-chandlers, three 
or fonr pnUicans, several shipping agents, the men em< 
ployed in the harbour and costoms department, a conple 
of butchers, a BMlnuk^, a blacksmith, &c Albert Town, 
which is immediately beyond the swamp whidi backs the 
landing place, is preferred by some, whose oecopMion ie 
at the Fort, as a place of residmce. This village con- 
tuns a good nnmber of bouses erectad by mediamoa, 
fishermen, &c employed at the Port- 
In addition to these, there is an alnMiet innnmeraUe 
number of villages laid ont thnnighoot the conntiy, aoma 
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of nhich exist, as yet, only in name — others contain a 
few hoflseB, the reridences probably of a carpenter, black- 
smith, or rftoemaker. In th« distnct aroand Adelaide, 
there are tlie ao-called marine town^p of Glanelg, tb« 
villages of Br^hton, Marion, Richmond, Edwarditon, 
ModcgiU, Chiagford, Netly, Goodwood, Pajneham, 
Plympton Hamlets, Welwyn, CowandiUa, New RichmoFiiJ, 
Twielcenham, Clifton, DnMin at Mi»^hett Vale, (parti- 
cnlarly recommended by the owner as conttuning an ever- 
lasting supply of firewood ;) Noarlanga at Onkaparinga ; 
WillnHg^ and the township of Encounter Bay ; a town- 
^ip at Currency Creek ; CuuKibie at Strathalbyn ; 
Naime, Balhannah, and Moant Barker, in the Mount 
Barker district ; Gawler Town on the Para, Port GawW 
at do., See. 8cc. 

With regard to "men and manners" in SoDth Aus- 
tralia. Society dowe in free and um^tmcted channels. 
Sociality and eonTiviality are kept up among the Colonists, 
bnt they are not trammelled by aa excess of useless cere- 
mony or affectation, whit^ impart too much of an unnatu- 
ral aspect to English society. Nor is there any excln- 
siveness ; and although nothing can be met wbh approach- 
ing to that total disregard of civility or refinement 
commonly seen in many districts of the United States, 
yet there exists a frankness and on absence of all MMt is 
fictitious and unnecessary, that gives a greater Best to 
society than if encumbered wi& too severe forms. 

In the country this characteristic is carried to even a 
greater extent than in Adel^de; and the ^most nni- 
yersal hospitality which a traveller receives from the 
Settlers, seldom foils to impress a stranger with a feehng 
of gratitude and sympathy towards those individude, 
many of whom have abandoned refined society, with all jt« 



C.Google 



136 

tup)x]Hed pieEiiures, for the rude and humble hut or \og- 
house of the Bushman. But I have oftea seen more real 
hapjHneSB tad comfort in the BushmsQ'B solitary dwelling 
than could be found among the votaries of pleasure, or in 
the splendid nunsionB of wealth. The wild and almost 
aolitarj life of a Bushman may appear to many to possess 
but few charms, but I hare almost invariidtly found the 
reTerse to be the case. Their independent, and in many 
cases romantic mode of life, the buay and proStable em- 
ployment in which all are engaged, combined with the 
delights of a climate almost unriralled, and in the midst of 
a country where indnatry and pereeverance are sure to 
yield en abundance " of the good things of this lif^" pro- 
duce a t^arm to which almost every one ultimately yields. 
The ladies of Adelude dress well, and are always on 
the look out for the latest fashions from England. The 
male part of the population pay less attention to this, and 
are actuated more by a desire for comfortable clothing 
adapted to the weather, than by any desire for show. In 
winter the clothing is similar to that in use in this coun- 
try ; in summer light drill coats, trousers of a like mate- 
rial, and straw-hats are commonly worn. 
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CHAP. IX. 

CONCLTISION-ISFORMATION FOR EMIGRANTS. 



" The pride to rear an independent hmd. 

And give tfae lips ws Ion nnborrowed brMd — 

To see a land mini abadow; forests wod. 

Id jouthfnl beutj wedded te the son — 

To ikirt oar homes with harresti widely sown. 

And rail the blooming landscape all onr own, 

Out chOdrsn's bsritan io prwpect long — 

Tbete met the hopes, bigfa miikled bopes, wd strong, 

That bedton Giuluid's wanderer o'er ths brioe. 

To hods where iforeign eoDsteliatioai ihiDe." 



Is the forgoing Chapters I havs endeavonred to place 
before the reader a trae picture of Sonth Australia bs it 
was, and us it is. Adhering ss dosel}' as possible to a 
simple detail ct facts, I hare endeavoared to avoid any- 
thing which mi^t be conatroad h pv^ry ,- and following 
out this principle, I shall now wind ap this publication 
with a few remarks on emigration, accompanied with a 
few hints and some general information regarding the 
Colony of which this treats, uitended for the nse of such 
as may have determined on emigrating, as well as those 
who may be in quest of information, to assist them in 
m^ing np their minds on this important questiout 

People are not likely to lenve their native conntiy, 
which, to every one, is associated with many endearing 
recollections, unlesB they have some well grounded hope 
of bettering their condition. But here I cannot help re- 
marking on the absurd ideas which many emigrants im- 
bibe regarding the Colonies which they fix on as the scene 
of their labours. These parties read a favourable — it may 
be a rather over-coloured — picture of a Colony, wd there- 
upon form such high-fiown notions r^iarding it as never 
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fail af being hurtfal. Everything Beeme bright before 
them — difficoltiea and hH-dshipe are overlooked ; and the 
consequence is, that when they arrive in the Settlement, 
and find it, after all, nothing more than a portion of this 
same globe, where not only labour — vigorous and persever- 
ing laboui^— but in many cases toil and hardship, must be 
undergone in order to support life or secure comfort, they 
are instantly precipitated from the height to which they 
had clambered In fancy to a sense of sober truth — all the 
csetlee they bad built in the air vanish — tbeir day dreams 
are at an end — ^they find that the streets, instead of being 
paved with gold, are scarcely yet paved with what would 
be more useful, though perhaps less ornamental — and ia~ 
stead of the trees bearir^ dollars, nothing Is to be found 
but large gum trees filled with chattering parrots. The 
emigrant's glorious anticipations being thus disappointed, 
as extremes generally meet, he is precipitated from one 
extreme to the other — he cannot even look on things as 
they are, but sits down listlesaiy and spends what means 
be has, or ismediately sets out in search of some other 
El Dorado, where he hopes to be more fortunate. 

Emigrants cannot be t«o guarded in forming their ideas 
aa to their prospects in any Colony; and first impressions 
on arrival are to be equally guarded i^ainst. Where an 
emigrant sets out, not with the idea of amassing a fortune 
at will, but under the rational idea that only by patient 
industry, prudence, and sobriety, will he succeed — disap* 
pointment will seldom follow. He may not make a for- 
tune, but he will get for himself a good home, with the 
necessaries, and many of the comforts of life, and Uiose 
are all that human nature require, or can enjoy. 

And should not this prove a sufficient inducement to 
emigrate with many farmers, tradesmen, and others, who 
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in this country can ecarcely mnnag^ to make bath ends 
meet — whose industry is cramped and overbalanced by 
heavy rents and other burdens — and who struggle on 
from year to year with little better prospect before them 
than to receive for themselves and their children, as a re- 
compense for their industry and perseverance, "the parish 
pittance and the pauper's grave.'' 
To such persons, the hope 

" To rear an independent head. 
And gire the lips lluf lota nnborrowed bread," 
must surely prove a sufficient inducement to 

"Seek ahome inaome far diitant clinw," 

severe thoagfa the pang may be to part with country, kin- 
dred, and friends. 

Persons emigrating to South Australia now have many 
advantages over those who have preceded them. The 
Colony is now fairly established and stocked, and the emi- 
grant on his arrival has few hardships to encounter com- 
pared with those which his predecessors had to face. The 
early Settlers have borne the burden and heat of the day. 
They were subjected to such privations as the pioneers of 
colonization have invariably to submit to ; but their labours 
have paved the way for such as follow them. They had 
to explore the wilds of the untrodden forests, seeking for 
suitable locations — they had to import their stock, pro- 
visions, &c. from distant places, at great cost and risk — 
they were unacquainted with the capacity of the soil — 
ignorant even of the seasons — and laboured under many 
other disadvantages which do not now exist. Newly ar- 
rived emigrants can now walk into a comfortable house — 
can, in a very short time, and with little tronble, fix on a 
location with buildings and improvements if they choose — 
stock of everv kind is plentiful and cbeaf — the seasons are 
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known — roads intersect the connti7 in every direction— 
and tberefore, comparativelj' speaking, the emigrant who 
lands on these shores has an euy task before him, and a 
much better defined prospect as to bow he can employ hie 
capital and indnstry to the best advantage. 

The present depressed state of trade in Australia ia 
looked on by many as discouraging to emigration, and in- 
jurious to the profitable investment of capital. Than this 
a greater misconception could not exist. The depression, 
instead of det^ring people fnun emigrating, should prove 
a strong inducement to do so, especially with such as have 
a little capitaL Money is now of more value than ever it 
was, and can be invested in land or stock on aux» advan- 
tageous terms ; therefore the present crisis presents on 
opportnuity to small cafHtaliets of obtaining land, and cat- 
tle or she^ to stock it, at a much smaller outlay than at 
any previous period of the history of South Australia, and 
with a certanity that such land and stock will increase in 
value as the financial digress diBB|^)e«r«. 

A reference to the prices of stock, and of the variouH 
articles of every-day consumption, at prea^^t, as compared 
with the yews 1839 and 1840, will distinctly show the 
truth of this re«s(»iing : — 

1839-40. 1813. 

Cows £SO»ch. ... £BU 

Sbecp, . . . 40i. to SOl. e&ch. ... 125. t 

Horwi, . . . £60 to £100. ... £SOU 

Flout, . . £fiO to JSO p«r ton. ... £30 tc 

Bread, . . 3i. to 3l the loftf. ... Sd. b 

Bati:lier nest, . . Is. per lb. ... *i. 

Fotstoaa, .... M. to M. ... Id. 

Buttw, .... 2l.toS».M. ... li. 3d. to 1» Bd. 

HooMr«nt)Oi.(bTamUwablecottHa ... St. to 4l for a 
Gomfortsble onii. 

I carry the comparison farther. 
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Suffice it to sa.y that most other articles have fallen in 
price in an eqmtl proportion. 

Now notwitbstaudiDg the present depressed state of 
tnide in this country, capital is superabnndanti and avail- 
able channels for inrestment are few. The Colonies afford 
a favourable and exteasive field in this respect, by wbich 
the surplus coital of Britain may be drawn off, and safely 
and profitably employed in a manner doubly useful, in- 
asmuch as that which is witbdrawo from competition will 
be the means of rendering more valuable that which re- 
mains in thje mother country. 

The pursuits in which cft^Mtalists may find an outlet 
for their property era nnmerous in South Australia. 
Sheep, cattle, and agricultural farming, cultivation of the 
vise and other fruits sod products, mining, whale fishing, 
&C., are pursuits in which c«f)ital may be invested with 
safety and to advantage ; and as the Colony advances, 
other openings will preswt themselves. Mercantile pur- 
suits, judiciously managed, will yield good returns, 
although at present there is quite a sufficiency of persons 
engaged in commerce for the state of die Colony. Money 
invested in land or stock will yield good interest, 
as from 8 to 10 per cent, can easily be got on 
mortgage aecuiity. The banks give seven per cent, on 
capital lodged for a period of twelve mmths. Persons 
might therefore derive a good income from the interest of 
a lew thousand pounds, without entering into any active 
employment, or running any risk. 

But small capitalists, especially practical farmers, are 
probably better adapted for the Colony than any other 
class, and the inducements held out to them are — a pro- 
Auctive soil, cheap land, and plenty of elbow room. 

I.and is sold, as previously stated, by public auction, the 
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Dpset price being One Pound per acre ; and in the inter- 
val between the qoarterly B&les anj land which may have 
remained unsold can be taken off at the upset price. As 
there is abnndance of land surveyed in Sonth Australia, 
emigraats will find no di£GcnUy in making' a purchase at 
anytime. The Colonization commissioners in London, 
and their agents throughont the country, receive money 
intended for the purchase of land, and g^ve orders on the 
local government to*the aniount lodged, which orders are 
taken as money in the Colony. The only advantage of 
this arrangenient is, that it affords a safe medium for re- 
mitting the money to the Colony without charge for ex- 
change; but it must he borne in mind, that the money so 
lodged with the CoramissionerG can only be applied for 
the purchase of land — the emigrant cannot get specie for 
his order in the Colony, unless he can dispose of it to 
some other party, 

Should the emigrant not feel disposed to purchase land, 
or should his means not permit his doing so, he can obtain 
a farm on lease at a cheap rate. The usual rental for nn- 
knproved furas is from 3s. to 5s. per annum per acre ; hut 
of conrse this varies according' to the description of land, 
the locality, &c. 

The South Anstralian Company, whiidi has already been 
frequently alluded to, hold out many inducements topersooi 
possessed of limited capital, to settle as tenants under their 
auspices. The Company own a great surface of country 
lands, which they let on twenty-one year leases, to re- 
spectable farmers, at a small yearly rental — the tenant 
having the privilege to purchase the bnn at any time 
during the lease, at a reasonable price, which is fixed at 
tlie time of taking the lease. The directors in the con- 
tracts br leaaei entered into in tim conntiy, eng^;e that 
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the tenant shall hsTe BnbmUted to his choice on arrival in 
the Colony, five portionB of land, each equal in extent 
to the quantity contracted for; and, should the tenant 
not be satisfied with any of theee, he may cancel the con- 
tract. 

The Company aUo BBsist their tenants, if necesEary, 
with an advance of capital, to be expended in improve- 
ments on the farm. They have already leased about 9000 
acres of country land, so that there is a pretty nomerons 
tenan^ established in the province under their auspices, 
and a b^inning: made in forming an agricultural popula- 
tion of the most promising character. The husbandry 
Operations of the Company's tenantry will be seen from 
the following table, which shows the land they had under 
crop last season, i. e. in 1842 : — 

Wheat, (KTei) 1602 

BbtIbj 356 



2116 
The value of the crops from the above, at a very 
moderate calculation as to quantity, and not higher than 
5b. per bushel fur wheat and oats, and 4s. per bushel for 
barley and maize, amounts to upwards of £10,000. 

Subjoined is an account of the market prices at the 
latest date received from the Colony : — 

Wheat, Ts. 6d. to 98. per bushel ; fine flour, £22 to 
£S4 per ton ; second flour £20 per ton ; bread, 8d. to 
lOd. per four ponnd loaf; beef, SJd. to 4Jd. per pound ; 
mntton, 3d. to 4^. per pound ; potatoes, £8 to £10 per 
ton, or Id. per pound ; eg^. Is. 3d. to Is. 6d per dozen ; 
fresh hotter. Is. 3d. per lb. ; cheese, 9d. to Is. per pound ; 
v^etables during winter are plentiful and che^^i — say 



C.Google 



.144 

green peaa, Is. 6d. per peck ; cabbages, one penny each ; 
caoMowers from 2d. to 3d. each ; carrots, 3d. per bunch ; 
tnrnipa, 2d. to 3d. per bunch ; raddiehee, Id. per dozen t 
onions, 2A. per bunch ; and all other kinde of TegetaUes 
equally cheap. Clothing, and other articlee imported from 
Britun or other fttnntries, are in most cases high priced. 
The important artickfl of tea and sogw most be excepted, 
boWBTer, a* these are imported on a small dnty, and are 
consequently cheaper than in England. 

To mechanics, labourers, Sec, it is necessary to say but 
little. In Bnch a Colony aa that undo' coniid«ration, it 
ffitl be erident to every one, that a working man h^ 
prospects very mnch SDperi(»r to what they are in this 
oosntry. I think it but justice to state, however, that 
at the time I left the Colony, laboar of every descrip- 
tion was plentiful, and, with some exceptions, continued 
to be BO, up till the date of the latest acconnts I have 
recdved. But good shepherds, and persons acquainted 
with past(H«l and agricultural pursuits, will never carry 
their industry to a bad market in South Australia. The 
rapid increase of stock of all kind, shows that a con- 
stant influx of shepherds, Ac, is necessary, even with- 
out taking into account the numerous capitalists who 
are monthly arriving, and creating fiuther demands for 
servants. The snpfdy of free labour will always be regu- 
lated according to the sales of land, as one-half of the' 
purchase money b devoted to the laudable purpose of 
conveying mechanics and others to the Odony free of 
expense. So soon as the present Land Sales Act hat 
been faurly established in the Colony, and fwuk doived 
tberefroni, ber Majesty's Commissioners will be in a 
poaition agun to grant free passages to the C(4ony. 

So many bo<dcs tat pan^hlrt* have lately been pub- 



C.Google 



145 

liBhed, giving information regwdiD^ the Miection of ihips 
and the necetsarieB for the To^age, that a very few re- 
marks on these snbjecte will suffice here. 

The Act of Parliament passed dnring the sesaton of 
1842, " for regulating the carriage of pase^igerB in mer- 
chant Teasels," secures many advantages to passengers 
more efiectnally than the exertions of private individnals 
conld do. By this Act, the nnmber of pasGcngers allowed 
to be taken on board any ship, is limited according to her 
tonnage, by such r^nlations as will secnre the emigrants 
from any inconvenience from crowding, and the import- 
ant considerations of sufficient height between decks and 
prpper ventilation, are also legislated upon. It likewise 
renders it imperative on the owners or charterers to pro- 
vide a snfficient supply of provisions, water, medical stores 
and inBtrnments, and medical attendance. 

In fixing on a ship, passengers would do' well, if prac- 
tici^le, to inspect the vessel personally, and to choou 
their own cabins or berths; and an agreement should be 
got from the owners or brtAers in writing, specifying 
the quantity and quality of the provisions and water to 
be allowed them, the day oa which the vessel is to sail, 
&c., as some unprincipled shipowners and sbipmasters 
pay no attention to verbal agreements, and once ont at 
sea no redress can be obtained. Cautioa should there- 
fore be observed, in selecting a conveyance, to treat 
with parties of known respectability; and mecbanics and 
labourers will find the Government Emigration Agent a 
valuable and trustworthy friend in giving advice. 

The cost of a first cabin passage to South Australia 

is usually about £50 to £60 ; second or inteiTuediate 

cabins, £30 to £40 each person; steerage, from £15 lo 

£20. The rates of passage money have been coneider- 

n5 
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ably redooed of late, and it is [vobabla a still luther re- 
diiction will take place. 

latermediate and Bteerage paaMOgen will £nd a small 
quantity of extra atorea add to there comfort, gnch ae a 
few cases of preserred meats, cheese, ham, or bacon, &c. 
A filter is very useful on board ship, as the water fre- 
quently gets badj and a supply of carbonate of soda tai 
tartaric acid will be found valuable in the wum latitudes. 

Passengers must find themselves in bedding, !ee^ and 
as little or no washing can be dune ob board, a good 
■opply of eerriceable clothing, not easily soiled, will be 
found necessary, and will prove usefhl after arrJTal. A 
small quantity of marine soap shoold also be laid in. 

Cleanliness and regularity are essentially reqnieite on 
board ship, botii for comfort and the presemtion of 
hetJth; and every care should he taken to maintain a 
good nnderstanding with fellow passei^feri, as, on bo long 
a voyage, and with Uttle to engage the attention, diacord 
is very apt to creep in, and nw the harmony of the pas- 
sengerg. Muiy means of amusement will be found, and 
persons may improve themselves in various ways where 
they have ao mnch leisure time. Singing, reading, and 
gymnaatic exerdses, are often resorted to; and in fine 
weather, a dance on the quarter-deck oClen enlivens the 
eveniag. 

In conclusioa, let me again preea on the earnest con- 
sideration of all intending emigranta the following admo- 
nttions: — Beware of indulging too sanguine anticipations 
— avmd the ro«^ of fintune making, an which too many 
emigrants spUt — go steadily and energetically to work 
in carrying out your pUm — confine yourselves to strict 
economy— 4ahonr patieotly and industriously — and live 
soberly. Tbeoe are abstdntdy requisite in order to ob* 



C.Google 



147 

tain a living in Britain — they are not less necesHuy in 
South Australia, or in any of the British Coloniei> 
although in the latter the reward will nnqnestionabl}' 
be greater than in the former. 

Should these pages prove the meani of assisting any 
of my fellow-countrymen to amend their condition, it 
will be to me a source of much gratification, and I 
will rejoice should I, at any future period in my wan- 
derings throngb South Australia, meet with a prosper- 
ous family who have been in any way aagisted by my 
experieuce. 

As a colonist, I will be happy to se; South Austra- 
lia prosper, by an influx of emigrants from the mother 
country. As a member of the same human family, I 
will be gratified to see individuals and families removed 
from poverty and want 'to plenty and independence. If, 
on the other hand, any single individual should, after 
reading these pages, determine on emigrating, and be 
disqipmnted, it will be to me aasubject of extreme regret, 
but I will have the satiifiM^ian of knowing that I have 
conscientiously spoken the truth; and if any emigrant 
look for more than I have said he is likely to receive, 
he will hare himself to blame, not me. 
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APPENDIX. 



While the pTccediu^ Chapten were in course of passing 
through the press, news has been received from South 
AuBtrelia up to the end of the year 1842, and some items 
of intelligeace are eo important, as beariDg- on the facte 
adduced in the foregoing pages, that it baa been cunsidered 
proper to add them in the form of an appendix : — 

VaoL VOH TBE Hoai Mabeet In tbii, the sixth jeir of our 

colonial eilstenne, the clip of the ae&aoa will be little short of from 
300,000 to 330,000 fleecci.— SdhM Aialralian Hrgilltr, Nor., I6i2. 
SDCCE9SFUL MINING OPEHATIOHS IN SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 
(Fron. Ihi South Aaitralian Beglittr, Nor., 18*2.) 
A few weeks ago, we had the pleasure of stating, that the proprie- 
tors of tbe "'Wheal Oawler Ijead Mines" were so encoDraged bjr 
the report of Mr Robert Stegg, of the GoTernoT and Compuij's 
ofDce, Hiddleton, Teesdale, Durham, on the qualit; of the lead and 
silrer ore found upon their estate, that the; had detenniaed to pur- 
sue their mining operBtions upon a more eitensiie scale than erer. 

That pleasure ie, however, considerabl; heightened b; the Diet, 
that nnce the ahore aonauncement was made, four distinct lodes of 
siceedingl; rich metal have been found at Glen Osmond, on the 
property of Osmond GUles, Esq., our late Colonial Treasurer, a 
ciroumstaoco not altogether conduBlie of the fact, perhapi, but one 
wbiob certainlj justifies us in supposing that the whole range of hiUs 
from the neighbourhood of Adelaide up to Cape Jerris, is one con- 
tlnaad aucceSBion of Taluable mineral deposit. 

Unwilling, in a matter of such graie importance (o tbe countrj, 
to take the teatimoaj of a second person on the subject, we made a 
Tiilt In person to Glen Osmond jesterdaj, and, from having seen 
•omewhat of the indications of Tsluable mines in thb counties of 
Durham and Cumberland lome jeari ago. we should say that those 
•n Mr Gillts' astata exceed the leasoaabla expectations of the least 
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■■Qguioe of DdnsTB. So hmt the larbca li the ore depo^Md, th«t 
oae ot the lodei i* ibetij laid Imtc upward! of > quBiler of * mile 
from Un bwB tomxia the sommit of tbe hill, the indlotliHu through. 
ant fin irhole oTthii oontinnoiu line being of the mart utie&ctor; 
BOd eneonragiug nature. Of the remahilDB lodei, it ii eulfideDt tor 
the preeent to uj, that their qipeaniBces kre equallj promidng, 
■ItboDgh the woriuneD hare not jet mcoeeded in lajiiig them bare 
to the Bvne extent. Eier; one at ell ocqueiiited with mining oper- 
ations In the proTince, end hitherto > vleitant to Qlen Ounond, hu 
eiprened himself in terms of unbounded confidence la reference to 
the diacoTerj, and haa predicted its immense nltiaiete edviiitagea, 
first to Mr Gillea and his ftoiilj, and next to the Colonj. 

The arenge silTer procured from the ore of the " Wheal Gawler" 
lead n^Dsi was twenty-tbur ounces per ton — tliat is to nj, Talue for 
£6, IDs. sterling— and the same maj be predicated, not cmlj of the 
Gien Osmond, but of other mines to whidi the present discorerj 
will, doubtless, Ineritabij lead. Of the working of these mines on 
a small scale pajing the present proprietora, and that handsomeij 
toe, there is no manner whateTsr of doahti but to subordinate 
them as mudi as possible to the general Interests of lbs Golonj, we 
are aniioos to see the eparations connected witli them conducted 
upon a scale altogether bef ond the reach of anj two or three priTata 
Cokmiste, howerer inflnential their position, or euccessful their for- 
mer enterprises. 

CULTIVATED LAND. 

(From Oil South Aiitralia» Rtgitla; Nov. I84S.) 

" The following is an abstract of returns of the qoantit; of land 

at present nndsr cultivation in the Colonj, as published in laat 

weeh's ofiidal Gaxttln^ 

Number of Acres returned as In Cnltintion in the Froiinee of 
Sooth AustnOia on tlie 19th October, 1842;— 

Acres of Wheat, 13,893 

" Bvlej, 2,666 

■' Oats, 691 

•< Muse, 646 

" Potatoes, .... - 669 

•' Tnmipa and other green crape, . 239 

•• Oarden gronnd, &c., ... e!6 

19,641 
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The Dumbei' of proprietori retoroed for the iibore quantlt; of 
euUirated land, BT3. 

To tbe aboTe may be added the bet, Uiet we hare at this moioeBt, 
gruing upon our blUa and plains, from 350,000 to 400,000 sheep, 
from 3000 to 2500 horsM, and from 35,000 to 30.1100 haad of horned 
cattle, besides pigs, goats, and sundry stock, all in the greatest 
abundaQce, and that, too, on a spot which, fire jears ago, was an 
unexplored wilderness. In addition to the abon, our exports of 
wool, oil, whalebone, hides, seal-sliias, aod so forth, were laat jear 
estimated at ^50,000, but, with out export of grain of tbe present 
season's growth, thej will this jEar at least double, if not Irehlo, 
the amount. la this, we are mailing no orer-saognioe calcdlatiolia, 
our statements beipg based apon authentic statistical retuma. 

There are large steam flour mills, aod one v(iiidmiU now grisdiiig 
corn at Is. and Is. 6d. per bushel; there are several more building. 

It will be wen from the above retnras that the estimate 
I had formed of the amount of land ander crops has beeil 
far more than realised. 



" The slate of the Colony is most flonrlibing. "We haie eTcry 
thing to superabundance, and are exporting many articles, as butter, 
cheese, bark, Sk., and shortly shall send quantities of wheat and 
flour to Sydoaj and the Mauritius. 

'* The season has been remarkubly fovourable for all agricultural 
purposes, as we hate had rain every fortnight or ten days since 
March last to the present day ; we hare not, in bet, had abore 
three warm d^ys together this qiring, Uougb in the [daini they had 
one hot wind that placed the crops In jeopardy, but rain biting tbe 
night after, many of them hare been reinstated by it. The wool 
promises to be Tory good this season, there being no duit to soil the 
flaeca after washing as there generally is. The wool, oil, wheat, 
- and dairy produce will bring a large sum into the Colony this year, 
and we shall require, I hope, to pay little out of it. This is now 
one of tbe cheapest places to li>e in that can ba found in the Queen's 
dominions. Our gresteit want is domeitia senants. I think that 
tbe most of tbe really useful labourers are in constant employment ( 
those who make so great a figure on the public works are a set of 
useless creatures who were a pest at home, and continue a nuisance 
bare, and ought naver l« have been palmed upon oi at aU. Almost 
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■n the Irtah are of tint dui. Thsj eta do but few things, and 
tbo)e moat iiwIBclentl}, and are ■Iwiji dlMonten(ed, and wuiting 
larger paj. and more prlvilegea than aajr otber people ; there ii 
KVcelj anj asttler nill take tham vben tbey baTe tried a few of 
them. I hare thia jar ST acres of nbeat, and 9 of barle; sown, 10 
of potatoes, aod 3 or 4 of Cobbett'a maiie. We baio broken ap 
about 10 acres more for aext jear. The catUe increase moat 

Exlratl of a Letltrfrom Mr. W. B. Rattdtll, dattd Srpl. 12, 1B4S. 

" I bare no doubt but this season South Australia irill produco 
Doarlj, if not quits, three times aa much grain (wlieat in particu- 
lar) as will be required for its consumption for the ensuing jear. 
We have avrrj thing in the greatest abundance bere that the necei- 
aarin of man require. Wheat Ss. per bushel i harle; 4s. 6d. to 
5s. i beef and mutton 4d. per ib, i and as good as the best in the 
world 1 I mjself sell wholesale at less than 3d. per lb. the best 
bullocks and sheep. Our steers, under three jieare old, averagtt 
from six to seTen owt. { our sheep (wethers) two jeari old, about 
GO lbs. each, and the qoallt; of both as good as I hare otot leeo 
in anj part of the world. Mj sales of cattle amount from twentj 
to tbirt; head per montb, and aboTe SOO sheep for some time past." 
NEW DIBCOTERIES. 
(From Iht ScuthirH Auitralian.-) 

Kc. Deputy SurTejor-Gensral Burr has discoiered a aplendid 
track of country to the northward and eastward of Fliader's Range. 
The new country (which is described as like Mount Barker Dis- 
trict) commences on the east side of Flinder's Range, proceeding 
about north from Crjstal Brook, and it is of rery' considerable 
extent. It is well wooded, for the most part with white gums, 
and in the low country same cssuarina. The grass is of the best 
sort, uid very thick. Tbe supply of water is abundant, and of 
excellent quality, in some of the smaller gullies trickling oier the 
rocks, and in the larger ones formii^ large water holes in swamps 
■urrounded with high reeds. Tbe ooaatry teems with oockatoos 
aad other birda, and the natiiei are very numerous — botb Indica- 
tjona of good country. The land is ^mirablj adapted for flocks 
and herds, aad we belioTe tbe discoierer considers, from the 
appearance of the ranges to the north and east as leen from 
Mount Arden, that tbe good country will be found to extend 
in that direeUon to a rerj great dittaiwe. 
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To the «Mtirud of CMDpbell's Bugs, much eiMllwit eoaatxj 
hu alio b«en diicorered. Thii range li situated immedUtelj be- 
hhtd the BTooghton RiTer, and to the eajtward of it the eountrj, 
although thinlj iroeded (there being ddI? the cuuarina, and that 
Terj iperiuglj •cattsred about,) it ie wid to be welt adapted tol 
sheep or cattle, there beiag plantj of grwi, aad a good soppl; of 

Then ditcOTeriaB are of rest ioiportanca to tha proriDce, ahow- 
iog, u thej do, that the good land is not so limited in its eilent 
as waa generall; anppoeed. 

The Habtebt Tha barreat has now eommeiKed Id earneet 

in the diitriot of Adelaide, all the earl; crops of wheat being ripe, 
and sereral fialdi haTing alread; bean cot down. All the oropa 
look remarkablj well, icareelj an; Rnut being viable szcapt in 
(hose which wan sown late. The ipeoiineni of grain with whi«h 
we hare tieen faToured are quite equal to an j we hare seen in Mark 

Lane Saathirn AiulraliaH, Nm. IS. 

■ ITiLLUMOA DiaiBicT The weather has continDed ittj EtTour- 

aUe tbr tbe crops. Tlie wheat harrast will soon ba mi. A few 
■pota ef nnnt have made their appearanoe, bat tbe crepa wiU be 
much better than last jear. Tha wheat is batter eared than last 
year. Tbe late high winds haTe beat down soma of the haav; 
crops, jet not to do TBtA injury. Tha maiie is much imprared 
and looking well; the millet is not doing so wall in consequence 
of (he leed not having been soffleientl; ripe. — Carnipondtnt qf tit 
SoHlhtrn Anitralian, Nov. 2!. 

South Austb&i.i&b Butteb A gratleuan who haa reeenll; 

receiTed a present of a small eaak of battrr from Adelaide, aant 
u* a conpla of poanda b; way of sample, on Saturday, and wa mnst 
say thatwehaTeDOttaitedbetterbBttarfor many years. Itiaanpe- 
rior to Uie general mn of the bntter aakl in Sydnay — equal, in (hot, 
ta Qlenlee, Bolmont, and oOer bat-rate i)ualillaa. Onr SouthMn 
fiiends may Im provd of Hieir duriea Sgitiej Htrald, 
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